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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

Foƌ the last Đouple of Ǉeaƌs, I͛ǀe ďeeŶ ǁoƌkiŶg oŶ this UGC-fuŶded pƌojeĐt that ǁe͛ǀe ďeeŶ talkiŶg 

aďout aŶd that is a pƌojeĐt that ďƌiŶgs togetheƌ the thƌee laǁ sĐhools iŶ HoŶg KoŶg aŶd ŵǇ oǁŶ 

depaƌtŵeŶt of EŶglish at CitǇU. I͛ŵ ƌeallǇ foƌtuŶate aĐtuallǇ to haǀe fouŶd suĐh gƌeat people to ďe 

ǁoƌkiŶg ǁith. AŶŶe SĐullǇ-Hill fƌoŵ ChiŶese UŶiǀeƌsitǇ of HoŶg KoŶg ǁho uŶfoƌtuŶatelǇ ĐaŶ͛t ďe 

heƌe todaǇ. Rajesh ǁho I still ĐouŶt as CitǇU. AŶd JaĐk Buƌke fƌoŵ CitǇU as ǁell. AŶd KatheƌiŶe LǇŶĐh 

fƌoŵ HoŶg KoŶg UŶiǀeƌsitǇ. I just ǁaŶt to saǇ hoǁ ŵuĐh I appƌeĐiate theiƌ effoƌts oŶ this pƌojeĐt 

ďeĐause it s͛ ďeeŶ a ƌeallǇ good, good teaŵ effoƌt, so thaŶks ǀeƌǇ ŵuĐh. Of Đouƌse, Rajesh has Ŷoǁ 

ŵoǀed oŶ to RMIT iŶ MelďouƌŶe, ǁhiĐh peƌhaps that giǀes us a ďit of aŶ iŶteƌŶatioŶal edge oŶ ouƌ 

pƌojeĐt Ŷoǁ as ǁell. Who kŶoǁs? I͛d like to foĐus oŶ the ŵaiŶ outĐoŵes of this pƌojeĐt, ǁhiĐh aƌe 

digital ǀideos aďout ƌeadiŶg, soƌƌǇ, aďout ǁƌitiŶg aŶd speakiŶg iŶ legal ĐoŶteǆts. So ǁhat I͛ll ďe 

talkiŶg aďout todaǇ is fiƌst giǀiŶg a ďit of ďaĐkgƌouŶd aďout the ĐhalleŶges that aƌe assoĐiated foƌ 

HoŶg KoŶg studeŶts iŶ paƌtiĐulaƌ aďout leaƌŶiŶg the laŶguage of the laǁ. I͛d theŶ like to iŶtƌoduĐe 

aŶ appƌoaĐh to laŶguage that is I͛ǀe fouŶd to ďe espeĐiallǇ useful iŶ laŶguage eduĐatioŶ that is foƌ 

speĐifiĐ ĐoŶteǆt like the laǁ aŶd this is a disĐouƌse oƌ geŶƌe appƌoaĐh to laŶguage. AŶd theŶ I͛ll take 

Ǉou thƌough the ŵultiŵedia ŵateƌials, shoǁ Ǉou oŶe ǀideo that ǁe͛ǀe Đƌeated aŶd tƌǇ to giǀe Ǉou a 

ďaĐkgƌouŶd to the ƌatioŶale. 

 

So fiƌst of all, let s͛ take a look at soŵe of the pƌoďleŵs that ŵight oĐĐuƌ iŶ leaƌŶiŶg the laŶguage of 

the laǁ. I thiŶk it s͛ faiƌ to saǇ that the laŶguage of the laǁ doesŶ͛t haǀe a ǀeƌǇ good ƌeputatioŶ. You 

Đould saǇ oǀeƌ huŶdƌeds of Ǉeaƌs, it s͛ aĐtuallǇ got Ƌuite a ďad ƌeputatioŶ. AŶd iŶ this ĐaƌtooŶ, Ǉou 

Đould peƌhaps see ǁhǇ. Heƌe ǁe haǀe a ĐlieŶt ĐoŵplaiŶiŶg to the laǁǇeƌ that this doesŶ͛t look like a 

legal doĐuŵeŶt at all ďeĐause ͚I ĐaŶ uŶdeƌstaŶd eǀeƌǇ ǁoƌd of it.͛  A ďit like Ǉouƌ studeŶt iŶ faĐt. 

 

Well, jokiŶg aside, ǁe ĐaŶ pƌoďaďlǇ all agƌee that laŶguage is esseŶtial to the legal pƌoĐess. As MaleǇ 

puts it, ͚LaŶguage is ŵediuŵ, pƌoĐess aŶd pƌoduĐt iŶ the ǀaƌious aƌeŶas of the laǁ.͛ We use ǁoƌds 

ǁheŶ ǁe ŵake laǁs, ǁe use ǁoƌds ǁheŶ ǁe iŶteƌpƌet laǁs aŶd ŵake aƌguŵeŶts that help us 

thƌough the legal pƌoĐess, aŶd ǁe use ǁoƌds ǁheŶ ǁe Đƌeate deĐisioŶs suĐh as judgŵeŶts iŶ oƌdeƌ 

to ƌesolǀe legal disputes. AŶd iŶ all of those fuŶĐtioŶs, the laŶguage of the laǁ has deǀeloped iŶto a 

ǀeƌǇ Đoŵpleǆ, speĐialized ǀaƌietǇ, ǁhiĐh is a ǀaƌietǇ that ĐaŶ pose gƌeat ĐhalleŶges to ouƌ studeŶts. 

IŶitiallǇ, of Đouƌse, studeŶts Ŷeed to deǀelop a good, souŶd uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg of the laŶguage sǇsteŵ, 
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ďut that oŶ its oǁŶ isŶ͛t eŶough. TheǇ also Ŷeed to kŶoǁ hoǁ to use that laŶguage to stƌategiĐallǇ 

aĐhieǀe the goals that theǇ aƌe seekiŶg to aĐhieǀe. AŶd fiŶallǇ, as theǇ͛ƌe goiŶg aďout ǁƌitiŶg, theǇ 

Ŷeed to also ǁƌite iŶ a ǁaǇ that s͛ ĐoŶsisteŶt ǁith the ĐoŶǀeŶtioŶs of legal EŶglish, ŵeetiŶg the 

eǆpeĐtatioŶs of the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, ďoth the aĐadeŵiĐ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ that theǇ͛ƌe ǁƌitiŶg foƌ aŶd the 

pƌofessioŶal legal disĐipliŶe as ǁell. So theƌe s͛ Ƌuite a ďit goiŶg oŶ theƌe aŶd it iŶǀolǀes ďoth legal 

kŶoǁledge aŶd laŶguage kŶoǁledge, aŶd that s͛ ǁhǇ iŶ aŶ iŶteƌdisĐipliŶaƌǇ appƌoaĐh, like the oŶe 

ǁe haǀe takeŶ oŶ this pƌojeĐt, is paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ fƌuitful.  

 

AŶotheƌ thiŶg that I͛ǀe fouŶd to ďe ǀeƌǇ, ǀeƌǇ useful oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs is to take a kiŶd of disĐouƌse oƌ 

geŶƌe appƌoaĐh to laŶguage. This is aŶ appƌoaĐh that sees laŶguage as ďeiŶg esseŶtiallǇ, soĐiallǇ 

situated. That ŵeaŶs Ǉou͛ƌe alǁaǇs ǁƌitiŶg foƌ a paƌtiĐulaƌ audieŶĐe ǁith a paƌtiĐulaƌ puƌpose iŶ 

ŵiŶd. AŶd iŶ that aĐtiǀitǇ, laŶguage aĐts as a kiŶd of stƌategiĐ ƌesouƌĐe that Ǉou ĐaŶ dƌaǁ upoŶ iŶ 

oƌdeƌ to aĐhieǀe Ǉouƌ goals. So ƌatheƌ thaŶ seeiŶg laŶguage as a foƌŵal sǇsteŵ, ǁhiĐh, of Đouƌse, it 

is too, Ǉou also see laŶguage as a set of ƌesouƌĐes aŶd tools.  

 

OkaǇ. So ǁheŶ it Đoŵes to geŶƌes, ǁheŶ ǁe look iŶto the legal ĐoŶteǆt, ǁe see theƌe aƌe ŵaŶǇ 

diffeƌeŶt kiŶds of geŶƌes aŶd VijaǇ ǁas alludiŶg to soŵe of theŵ. All of these aŶd ŵoƌe. Noǁ, 

geŶƌes ĐaŶ ďe seeŶ as a kiŶd of teǆt tǇpe, that s͛ oŶe ǁaǇ of thiŶkiŶg aďout a geŶƌe, ďut these aƌe 

tǇpes of teǆts that ƌegulaƌlǇ oĐĐuƌ foƌ speĐifiĐ puƌposes aŶd theƌefoƌe haǀe deǀeloped iŶto 

paƌtiĐulaƌ foƌŵs. So ǁe ĐaŶ saǇ theǇ͛ƌe teǆt tǇpes that fulfill paƌtiĐulaƌ, ƌegulaƌlǇ oĐĐuƌƌiŶg, 

ĐoŵŵuŶiĐatiǀe puƌposes of the legal disĐouƌse ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. AŶd this ŵeaŶs that oǀeƌ tiŵe, theǇ 

ďeĐoŵe ĐoŶǀeŶtioŶalized aŶd ǁe staƌt to eǆpeĐt ĐeƌtaiŶ thiŶgs. Foƌ eǆaŵple, if Ǉou take a ďaƌƌisteƌ s͛ 

opiŶioŶ ǁhiĐh is ǁƌitteŶ ǁheŶ a soliĐitoƌ Ŷeeds soŵe adǀiĐe oŶ a Đase that s͛ pƌoďaďlǇ goiŶg to go to 

Đouƌt, Ǉou͛ll see that afteƌ a tiŵe, the ďaƌƌisteƌ s͛ opiŶioŶ ǁill deǀelop a stƌuĐtuƌe that the soliĐitoƌ 

Đoŵes to eǆpeĐt. AŶd so Ŷot ĐoŶfoƌŵiŶg to that stƌuĐtuƌe ǁould do soŵethiŶg that ĐaŶ iŶteƌfeƌe 

ǁith ĐoŵŵuŶiĐatioŶ. SiŵilaƌlǇ, the kiŶd of laŶguage that Ǉou use, the kiŶd of gƌaŵŵaƌ aŶd 

ǀoĐaďulaƌǇ also ďeĐoŵes ĐoŶǀeŶtioŶalized aŶd theƌefoƌe, a failuƌe to adopt those kiŶds of liŶguistiĐ 

stƌategies ǁould also haǀe soŵe iŵpaĐt oŶ ĐoŵŵuŶiĐatioŶ.  

 

AŶotheƌ ǁaǇ, theƌefoƌe, of lookiŶg at geŶƌe is Ŷot just as a teǆt tǇpe, ďut as staged, goal-oƌieŶted, 
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soĐial aĐtioŶ. It s͛ staged ďeĐause Ǉou ĐaŶ ďƌeak it doǁŶ iŶto aŶ oƌgaŶizatioŶal stƌuĐtuƌe that ƌeĐuƌs 

ƌegulaƌlǇ. It s͛ goal-oƌieŶted ďeĐause Ǉou͛ƌe tƌǇiŶg to aĐhieǀe soŵethiŶg as Ǉou ǁƌite that geŶƌe. AŶd 

it͛s soĐial aĐtioŶ ďeĐause it eŶgages ƌeadeƌs ǁith ǁƌiteƌs foƌ a paƌtiĐulaƌ puƌpose. It s͛ gettiŶg stuff 

doŶe ǁith laŶguage. AŶd I͛ǀe fouŶd that ǁheŶ I look at laŶguage iŶ this ǁaǇ, it ŵakes a lot easieƌ to 

deteƌŵiŶe ǁhat soƌts of thiŶgs aƌe Ŷeed to ďe taught to studeŶts.  

 

I͛d like to giǀe Ǉou a soƌt of eǆteŶded eǆaŵple of that aŶd take a look at the geŶƌe of ďaƌƌisteƌ s͛ 

opiŶioŶ ǁhiĐh is oŶe that I haǀe studied a little ďit aŶd look at soŵe soƌt of stƌategiĐ laŶguage used 

iŶ that opiŶioŶ. Noǁ, the tƌiĐk ǁith a ďaƌƌisteƌ s͛ opiŶioŶ is that it s͛ usuallǇ iŵpossiďle to giǀe aŶ 

opiŶioŶ that is a huŶdƌed peƌ ĐeŶt foolpƌoof. You ĐaŶ͛t saǇ it s͛ defiŶitelǇ goiŶg to go this ǁaǇ, at least 

Ŷot ŵost of the tiŵe. At the saŵe tiŵe, a ďaƌƌisteƌ ĐaŶ͛t saǇ theǇ doŶ͛t kŶoǁ hoǁ thiŶgs aƌe goiŶg 

to ǁoƌk out ďeĐause that ǁouldŶ͛t ďe aŶ opiŶioŶ eitheƌ, so theǇ Ŷeed to soŵehoǁ ƌesolǀe this 

ĐoŶfliĐt, aŶd heƌe is aŶ eǆaŵple of oŶe HoŶg KoŶg ďaƌƌisteƌ doiŶg just that.  

 

OkaǇ. The fiƌst thiŶg, if Ǉou look at the seŶteŶĐe, this is a HoŶg KoŶg ďaƌƌisteƌ suŵŵaƌiziŶg theiƌ 

opiŶioŶ iŶ a paƌtiĐulaƌ Đase. The fiƌst thiŶg Ǉou ŶotiĐe is the use of this phƌase – ͚I ďelieǀe͛ – that s͛ 

aŶ episteŵiĐ ǁoƌd. Well, judgiŶg ďǇ the ĐhuĐkles, Ǉou͛ƌe ƌeĐogŶiziŶg that this is distaŶĐiŶg the 

ďaƌƌisteƌ fƌoŵ the opiŶioŶ a little ďit aŶd is lesseŶiŶg, ǁeakeŶiŶg the ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt that the ďaƌƌisteƌ 

is eǆpƌessiŶg to the tƌuth ǀalue of that pƌopositioŶ that theǇ͛ƌe ĐoŵiŶg up ǁith. Noǁ, oŶ the otheƌ 

haŶd though, if Ǉou look at the ŵaiŶ pƌopositioŶ heƌe, ǁe Đould saǇ, ͚Theƌe ŵaǇ ďe aŶ eŶfoƌĐeaďle 

teŶaŶĐǇ,͛  oƌ, ͚Theƌe ŵight ďe aŶ eŶfoƌĐeaďle teŶaŶĐǇ,͛  ďut the ďaƌƌisteƌ doesŶ͛t do that. TheǇ stiĐk 

ǁith this ŶoŶ-ŵodal oƌ ĐeƌtaiŶ foƌŵ of the ǀeƌď heƌe. So theƌe s͛ soŵe hedgiŶg goiŶg oŶ, ďut it s͛ Ŷot 

too ŵuĐh.  

 

AŶotheƌ thiŶg that this ďaƌƌisteƌ does, if ǁe look at the fiƌst paƌt of the seŶteŶĐe, is to use a kiŶd of 

ďoostiŶg stƌategǇ heƌe. Heƌe she is ƌefeƌƌiŶg to the aŵouŶt of ƌeseaƌĐh that she s͛ doŶe. She saǇs 

that she has peƌused the ĐoƌƌespoŶdeŶĐe ďetǁeeŶ the paƌties, ǁhiĐh is peƌhaps a ƌatheƌ flippaŶt 

ǁaǇ of puttiŶg it. Otheƌ ďaƌƌisteƌs ŵaǇ saǇ soŵethiŶg like, ͚I haǀe ĐoŶsideƌed iŶ depth all of the 

ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes of the Đase.͛  Oƌ soŵethiŶg like that. But this also is Ƌuite a ĐoŵŵoŶ stƌategǇ aŶd it 

fuŶĐtioŶs to eleǀate the opiŶioŶ of the ďaƌƌisteƌ. Noǁ, these kiŶds of thiŶgs ǁheŶ I desĐƌiďe to Ǉou 
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heƌe, doŶ͛t seeŵ paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ diffiĐult. TheǇ seeŵ pƌoďaďlǇ ƌatheƌ oďǀious. But ǁheŶ ouƌ studeŶts 

aƌe faĐed ǁith this soƌt of thiŶg, aŶd theǇ haǀeŶ͛t had a talk like this oŶe, theŶ it ĐaŶ ďe Ƌuite 

diffiĐult to stƌike the ƌight ďalaŶĐe.  

 

So this is the kiŶd of ďaĐkgƌouŶd to the ŵultiŵedia ŵateƌials that ǁe deǀeloped. I ǁaŶted to 

iŶĐoƌpoƌate these kiŶds of iŶsights as ŵuĐh as possiďle.  

 

So heƌe s͛ a little ďit aďout the ƌatioŶale foƌ the ŵultiŵedia ŵateƌials desigŶ. If Ǉou go to ouƌ ǁeďsite 

ǁhiĐh, ďǇ the ǁaǇ, is legaleŶglish.hk aŶd I hope Ǉou ǁill ǀisit it, Ǉou͛ll see that ouƌ ǁeďsite is diǀided 

ďasiĐallǇ iŶto thƌee diffeƌeŶt seƌies of ǀideos. We haǀe eǆpeƌt iŶteƌǀieǁs aŶd a Ŷuŵďeƌ of Ǉou haǀe 

helped us iŶ that ƌegaƌd pƌoǀidiŶg Ǉouƌ oǁŶ eǆpeƌt opiŶioŶs. We also haǀe tǁo seƌies of hoǁ-to 

ǀideos. AŶd the idea heƌe is to ĐoŵďiŶe liŶguistiĐ kŶoǁledge oƌ desĐƌiptioŶ iŶ teƌŵs of the hoǁ-to 

ǀideos ǁith the eǆpeƌt iŶteƌǀieǁs, so ĐoŵďiŶiŶg legal kŶoǁledge ǁith laŶguage kŶoǁledge oŶ the 

site.  

 

Let ŵe just saǇ a little ďit aďout these diffeƌeŶt thiŶgs. The eǆpeƌt iŶteƌǀieǁs aƌe, as the title 

suggests, iŶteƌǀieǁs ǁith legal pƌofessioŶals aŶd legal aĐadeŵiĐs oŶ ƋuestioŶs like ͚What ŵakes 

good legal ǁƌitiŶg?͛, ͚What ŵakes good oƌal adǀoĐaĐǇ?͛, ͚What ŵakes foƌ a good ǁƌitiŶg pƌoĐess? ,͛ 

aŶd theŶ, of Đouƌse, ͚What adǀiĐe do Ǉou haǀe foƌ studeŶts aďout that?͛ Noǁ, these aƌe suppoƌted 

ďǇ laŶguage-foĐused ǀideos – the otheƌ tǁo seƌies. These aƌe soƌt of ƌeseaƌĐh-ďased hoǁ-to ǀideos, 

ǁheƌe ǁe teaĐh studeŶts hoǁ theǇ ĐaŶ ǁƌite like a laǁǇeƌ, ǁhat kiŶd of oƌgaŶizatioŶ stƌuĐtuƌes theǇ 

ĐaŶ use, ǁhat kiŶd of laŶguage stƌategies theǇ ĐaŶ use. IŶitiallǇ, ǁheŶ I had the idea that ǁe͛d 

iŶteƌǀieǁ eǆpeƌts aŶd pƌoǀide laŶguage-foĐused suppoƌt, I thought that laŶguage-foĐused suppoƌt 

ǁould ďe iŶ a foƌŵ of soŵe kiŶd of iŶteƌaĐtiǀe eǆeƌĐises oƌ soŵe kiŶd of legal EŶglish ƌefeƌeŶĐe 

guide, like a legal EŶglish gƌaŵŵaƌ, oƌ soŵethiŶg like that. But as ǁe ǁeƌe doiŶg this pƌojeĐt, I 

thought of all of the ŵaŶǇ, ŵaŶǇ hoǁ-to ǀideos that Ǉou fiŶd oŶ Youtuďe these daǇs – Ǉou ĐaŶ leaƌŶ 

to do just aďout aŶǇthiŶg oŶ YouTuďe – aŶd I thought, ͚WhǇ doŶ͛t ǁe do soŵethiŶg like that?͛ AŶd 

so ǁe͛ǀe Đoŵe up ǁith ǀideo-ďased ŵateƌials foƌ these laŶguage-foĐused ŵateƌials as ǁell.  

 

IŶ teƌŵs of the ǁaǇ that ǁe͛ǀe desigŶed theŵ, heƌe aƌe soŵe pƌiŶĐipals that iŵŵeƌged iŶ the 
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desigŶ pƌoĐess. We, fiƌst of all, ǁaŶted to haǀe a uŶified seƌies of shoƌt, eŶgagiŶg ǀideos, so it s͛ ǀeƌǇ 

uŶusual foƌ these ǀideos to ďe loŶgeƌ thaŶ aďout fiǀe ŵiŶutes. TheǇ should ďe ďased oŶ ƌeseaƌĐh, 

the kiŶd of thiŶg that I ǁas just deŵoŶstƌatiŶg to Ǉou, aŶd iŶtƌoduĐe keǇ legal geŶƌes. So ǁe͛ǀe 

ďeguŶ ǁith legal pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶs aŶd also oƌal adǀoĐaĐǇ iŶ aƌďitƌatioŶ ŵootiŶg. AŶd eaĐh seƌies 

is oƌgaŶized aƌouŶd the ĐeŶtƌal Đase ǁhiĐh ǁe iŶtƌoduĐe iŶ the fiƌst episode, a set of faĐts that 

pƌoǀide the foddeƌ, if Ǉou͛d like, foƌ suďseƋueŶt episodes ǁheƌe ǁe talk aďout paƌtiĐulaƌ liŶguistiĐ 

stƌategies. AŶd eaĐh episode is ĐleaƌlǇ sigŶposted, has aŶ iŶtƌoduĐtioŶ aŶd a ƌeǀieǁ seĐtioŶ. That 

ŵeaŶs ǁe͛ƌe folloǁiŶg the staŶdaƌd, ͚tell theŵ ǁhat Ǉou͛ƌe goiŶg to saǇ, theŶ saǇ it, aŶd theŶ tell 

theŵ ǁhat Ǉou͛ǀe said͛ stƌuĐtuƌe. The eǆaŵples that ǁe use aƌe as ŵuĐh as possiďle autheŶtiĐ 

eǆaŵples of studeŶts aĐtuallǇ usiŶg laŶguage aŶd ǁe haǀe a ǀeƌǇ good ďaŶk, espeĐiallǇ iŶ teƌŵs of 

the oƌal adǀoĐaĐǇ, of ǀideos of studeŶts pƌeseŶtiŶg aŶd giǀiŶg us soŵe good eǆaŵples. Also, ǁheŶ 

ǁe dƌaǁ atteŶtioŶ to liŶguistiĐ stƌuĐtuƌes, ǁe tƌǇ to ǀisuallǇ highlight these. You͛ll see ǁhat I ŵeaŶ 

iŶ a ŵiŶute.  

 

FiŶallǇ, ǁe͛ǀe tƌied to ďe Đaƌeful iŶ a ǁaǇ that ǁe use ŵetalaŶguage – that is the laŶguage that Ǉou 

use to desĐƌiďe laŶguage – so that liŶguistiĐ teƌŵiŶologǇ doesŶ͛t get iŶ the ǁaǇ. We alǁaǇs tƌǇ to 

hook it up ǁith Đleaƌ eǆaŵples. You doŶ͛t Ŷeed to ďe a liŶguist to ďe aďle to uŶdeƌstaŶd ǁhat ǁe 

haǀe to saǇ.  

 

So, as oŶe eǆaŵple, I͛d like to take aŶ episode fƌoŵ the QuiĐk Guide to Legal WƌitiŶg. This is the 

seƌies that looks at legal pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ aŶsǁeƌs aŶd theƌe aƌe eight episodes. Foƌ those of Ǉou 

ǁho aƌe Ŷot faŵiliaƌ ǁith the geŶƌe of legal pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ, it s͛ ǁhetheƌ the pƌofessoƌ pƌoǀides a 

faĐt situatioŶ aŶd theŶ the studeŶt is asked to giǀe aŶ opiŶioŶ aďout ǁhat ŵight happeŶ aŶd adǀise 

ĐeƌtaiŶ paƌties iŶ that faĐt situatioŶ. AŶd heƌe ǁe haǀe the seƌies oǀeƌǀieǁ. The oǀeƌǀieǁ episode 

giǀes us the faĐt situatioŶ that ǁe͛ƌe goiŶg to eǆploit it lateƌ iŶ the seƌies, aŶd theŶ Ǉou ĐaŶ see 

theƌe͛ƌe ǀaƌies diffeƌeŶt kiŶds of fuŶĐtioŶs that aƌe addƌessed iŶ the otheƌ seǀeŶ episodes. 

 

I͛d like to staƌt ďǇ telliŶg Ǉou a little ďit aďout the faĐt situatioŶ. So the faĐt situatioŶ that ǁe used 

Đaŵe fƌoŵ a ďusiŶess laǁ ƋuestioŶ iŶ oŶe of the CitǇU eǆaŵ dataďases. AŶd it iŶǀolǀed this ǁoŵaŶ 

SusaŶ, ǁho had ďought a haiƌdƌǇeƌ fƌoŵ the ƌetaileƌ, Haiƌ Goods, ŵade ďǇ Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. Ltd., 
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the ŵaŶufaĐtuƌeƌ. AŶd oŶ the ďoǆ of that haiƌ dƌǇeƌ ǁas this ǁaƌŶiŶg laďel that said Ǉou ǁeƌe Ŷot to 

use the haiƌ dƌǇeƌ ǁith ǁet haŶds. AŶd so, of Đouƌse, Ǉou ĐaŶ iŵagiŶe ǁhat happeŶed. SusaŶ ǁas 

applǇiŶg soŵe toŶiĐ ǁhiĐh ĐoŶtaiŶed a sŵall aŵouŶt of alĐohol, aŶd theŶ at the saŵe tiŵe used 

this haiƌ dƌǇeƌ aŶd at the saŵe tiŵe had ǁet haŶds. AŶd this ǁas the ƌesult of that. So heƌe she is 

haǀiŶg suƌǀiǀed heƌ oƌdeal ǁith a little ďit less haiƌ aŶd gettiŶg ƌeadǇ to pƌepaƌe laǁsuits agaiŶst 

these tǁo ĐoŵpaŶies. That s͛ ďasiĐallǇ the ďaĐkgƌouŶd that ǁe theŶ use aŶd ǁe haǀe a kiŶd of 

ŵodel pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ aŶsǁeƌ, ǁhiĐh ǁe eǆploit at ǀaƌious diffeƌeŶt poiŶts of the seƌies.  

 

OŶe paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ diffiĐult thiŶg to do, as I͛ǀe ŵeŶtioŶed alƌeadǇ, is statiŶg Ǉouƌ ĐoŶĐlusioŶs, so I ǁaŶt 

to just plaǇ thƌough the full fiǀe ŵiŶutes of this oŶe aŶd shoǁ Ǉou hoǁ ǁe haŶdled that. 

 

[VIDEO] 

 

Haǀe I got a ŵoŵeŶt to just saǇ oŶe otheƌ thiŶg? OkaǇ. So uŶless Ǉou ǁaŶt ŵe to ďe Ƌuiet, theŶ I 

uŶdeƌstaŶd that.  

 

BasiĐallǇ, ǁhat I ǁaŶted to highlight ǁas the ǁaǇ that ǁe appƌoaĐhed laŶguage heƌe as a ƌesouƌĐe. 

You ĐaŶ see that ǁe ǁeƌe tƌǇiŶg to shoǁ lots of diffeƌeŶt ǁaǇs of aĐhieǀiŶg the saŵe goal, ďut of 

Đouƌse, those aƌeŶ͛t the oŶlǇ ǁaǇs that theǇ ĐaŶ ďe doŶe, aŶd so this does leaǀe it opeŶ foƌ teaĐheƌs 

to ask theiƌ studeŶts, ͚What do Ǉou do iŶ Ǉouƌ pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ aŶsǁeƌs?͛ aŶd ͚Do Ǉou thiŶk that 

that ǁould ďe aŶ effeĐtiǀe stƌategǇ oƌ Ŷot?͛  

 

FiŶallǇ, I͛d just ĐoŶĐlude ďǇ talkiŶg a little ďit aďout ǁheƌe ǁe go fƌoŵ heƌe. BeĐause ǁhat ǁe Ŷoǁ 

Ŷeed to do is Đƌeate that ďƌidge ďetǁeeŶ ǁhat the eǆpeƌts aƌe saǇiŶg iŶ the eǆpeƌt iŶteƌǀieǁs aŶd 

those eǆpeƌt iŶteƌǀieǁs aƌe Ŷoǁ ĐoŵiŶg out aďout oŶĐe a ǁeek aĐtuallǇ aŶd these laŶguage-

foĐused ŵateƌials heƌe. AŶd ǁe͛ƌe doiŶg that ďǇ haǀiŶg a ƌelated ǀideos seĐtioŶ oŶ eaĐh ǀideo page, 

so eǀeƌǇ tiŵe that aŶ eǆpeƌt saǇs – aŶd theǇ do this Ƌuite a lot, ďǇ the ǁaǇ – ͚You haǀe to ďe Đleaƌ,͛  

oƌ, ͚You haǀe to giǀe a Đleaƌ opiŶioŶ,͛  theŶ ǁe ĐaŶ liŶk to this ǀideo heƌe aŶd studeŶts ĐaŶ get soŵe 

idea of ǁhat liŶguistiĐallǇ that ŵight ŵeaŶ. AŶd the otheƌ thiŶg that ǁe oďǀiouslǇ Ŷeed to do is 

keep dƌiǀiŶg tƌaffiĐ to this ǁeďsite, so I͛ll ďe usiŶg it iŶ ŵǇ Đlasses aŶd I hope soŵe people heƌe ǁill 
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ďe ŵoǀed to use these ǀideos iŶ theiƌ Đlasses as ǁell. TheǇ͛ƌe fƌeelǇ aǀailaďle ƌesouƌĐe, so Ǉou͛ƌe 

ƌeallǇ ŵost ǁelĐoŵe. ThaŶks. 


