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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

I͛ŵ goiŶg to situate ŵǇ talk iŶ tǁo kiŶds of ĐoŶteǆts. That s͛ hoǁ I͛ŵ goiŶg to ďegiŶ. The fiƌst kiŶd of 

ĐoŶteǆt is the studǇ of legal EŶglish as iŶ the ǁideƌ aĐadeŵiĐ disĐipliŶe of laŶguage aŶd laǁ, so this 

is aŶ aƌea of iŶteƌest foƌ ŵe. AŶd this is aĐtuallǇ… So legal EŶglish is oŶlǇ oŶe iŶteƌseĐtioŶ ǁheƌe 

laǁǇeƌs aŶd liŶguists ŵight ǁoƌk togetheƌ. Theƌe͛ƌe aĐtuallǇ otheƌ aƌeas that I͛d like to ǀeƌǇ ďƌieflǇ 

ŵeŶtioŶ, iŶĐludiŶg aƌeas suĐh as foƌeŶsiĐ liŶguistiĐs, so hoǁ liŶguists haǀe ďeeŶ iŶǀolǀed iŶ assistiŶg 

ǁith ĐƌiŵiŶal iŶǀestigatioŶs, studǇiŶg thiŶgs like suiĐide Ŷotes, ďoŵď thƌeats, aŶalǇziŶg disĐouƌses to 

deteƌŵiŶe ǁhetheƌ soŵeoŶe ƌeallǇ ŵade the thƌeat… Issues like that. I ŵeaŶ laŶguage iŶ laǁ, legal 

laŶguage, theǇ͛ƌe ŵoƌe siŵilaƌ. AŶd theŶ otheƌ kiŶds of laŶguage issues iŶ laǁ suĐh as aĐĐess to 

justiĐe: ǁheŶ Ǉou haǀe ĐhildƌeŶ, seĐoŶd laŶguage speakeƌs aŶd otheƌ ǀulŶeƌaďle ǁitŶesses speakiŶg 

iŶ a Đouƌtƌooŵ, ǁhat kiŶds of liŶguistiĐ aĐĐoŵŵodatioŶ Ŷeeds to ďe ŵade to theŵ? LaŶguage 

suďjeĐt to laǁ, so ƌegulatioŶ of laŶguage. AŶd otheƌ ǁideƌ issues that I͛d just Đall laǁ, laŶguage aŶd 

soĐietǇ. So these aƌe just kiŶd of ǁideƌ aĐadeŵiĐ ĐoŶteǆts iŶ ǁhiĐh this, I thiŶk, legal EŶglish topiĐ is 

situated.  

 

A seĐoŶd kiŶd of ĐoŶteǆt, I feel oďliged to talk aďout it ŵoƌe todaǇ ďeĐause I͛ŵ the oŶlǇ loĐal peƌsoŶ 

speakiŶg todaǇ aŶd I ǁaŶt to saǇ a ďit ŵoƌe aďout the HoŶg KoŶg ĐoŶteǆt.  

 

RefeƌƌiŶg ďaĐk to the theŵe of the sǇŵposiuŵ – ͚LeaƌŶiŶg the laŶguage of the laǁ͛ – I ǁaŶt to 

ďegiŶ ďǇ saǇiŶg that theƌe is aĐtuallǇ ŵoƌe thaŶ oŶe laŶguage of the laǁ iŶ HoŶg KoŶg, that HoŶg 

KoŶg is a ďiliŶgual legal sǇsteŵ, that if Ǉou look at the BasiĐ Laǁ ǁhiĐh is the ŵiŶi-ĐoŶstitutioŶ iŶ 

HoŶg KoŶg, the ChiŶese is aĐtuallǇ the autheŶtiĐ ǀeƌsioŶ of the laǁ. EŶglish is eƋuallǇ autheŶtiĐ, ďut 

ǁheƌe theƌe is dispute, the ChiŶese pƌeǀails.  

 

WheŶ it Đoŵes to statutoƌǇ laǁ, ChiŶese aŶd EŶglish teǆts of the laǁ aƌe eƋuallǇ autheŶtiĐ. This is 

pƌoǀided iŶ ǀaƌious oƌdiŶaŶĐes. It s͛ also ĐoŶstitutioŶallǇ ƌeĐogŶized iŶ the AƌtiĐle 9 of the BasiĐ Laǁ. 

I ǁoŶ͛t go thƌough details. I just ǁaŶt to highlight the faĐt that theƌe͛ƌe aĐtuallǇ laŶguages of the laǁ 

that studeŶts haǀe to leaƌŶ iŶ HoŶg KoŶg.  

 

VeƌǇ ďƌieflǇ highlightiŶg eƋual autheŶtiĐitǇ pƌiŶĐiple, ǁhiĐh ďasiĐallǇ ŵeaŶs that ďoth EŶglish aŶd 

ChiŶese teǆts of the laǁ aƌe authoƌitatiǀe that Ǉou should ďe aďle to depeŶd oŶ the ChiŶese teǆts of 
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the laǁ iŶ litigatioŶ iŶ HoŶg KoŶg. So, aĐĐoƌdiŶg to goǀeƌŶŵeŶt papeƌs, Ǉou should Ŷot tƌeat the 

ChiŶese teǆts as ďeiŶg suďoƌdiŶate to, Ŷoƌ a ŵeƌe tƌaŶslatioŶ of, its EŶglish ĐouŶteƌpaƌt. This is Ŷot a 

pƌiŶĐiple iŶǀeŶted iŶ HoŶg KoŶg. This is aĐtuallǇ takeŶ fƌoŵ iŶteƌŶatioŶal laǁ – the eƋual 

autheŶtiĐitǇ pƌiŶĐiple aŶd it͛s also pƌaĐtiĐed iŶ the EU ǁheƌe theƌe aƌe tǁeŶtǇ fouƌ offiĐial laŶguages 

aŶd also iŶ CaŶada ǁheƌe EŶglish aŶd FƌeŶĐh aƌe offiĐial laŶguages. I just ǁaŶt to highlight this 

ĐoŶteǆt ďeĐause ǁheŶ Ǉou͛ƌe pƌaĐtiĐiŶg laǁ iŶ HoŶg KoŶg, I kŶoǁ the foĐus todaǇ is ŵostlǇ oŶ the 

EŶglish, ďut the ChiŶese teǆts ŵaǇ aĐtuallǇ Đoŵe up.  

 

Hoǁ is this ƌeleǀaŶt to ouƌ disĐussioŶ todaǇ? FiƌstlǇ, iŶteƌpƌetatioŶ issues, so Ǉou haǀe the eƋual 

autheŶtiĐitǇ pƌiŶĐiple. It s͛ possiďle that the peƌsoŶ that Ǉou͛ƌe litigatiŶg agaiŶst ĐaŶ ďe ƌeadiŶg a 

diffeƌeŶt teǆt thaŶ ǁhat Ǉou͛ƌe ƌeadiŶg. AŶotheƌ thiŶg is it has to do ǁith the ŵediuŵ of Đouƌtƌooŵ 

disĐouƌse, espeĐiallǇ if Ǉou͛ƌe iŶǀolǀed iŶ loĐal pƌaĐtiĐe. Most Đases iŶ loǁeƌ Đouƌts iŶ HoŶg KoŶg aƌe 

aĐtuallǇ tƌied iŶ ChiŶese iŶstead of EŶglish. ChaŶĐes aƌe that if Ǉou͛ƌe pƌaĐtiĐiŶg ĐƌiŵiŶal laǁ iŶ HoŶg 

KoŶg, Ǉou haǀe to at least ďe aďle to pƌaĐtiĐe iŶ ChiŶese.  

 

A ƌealistiĐ pheŶoŵeŶoŶ that I͛ǀe looked iŶto iŶ a goǀeƌŶŵeŶt-fuŶded pƌojeĐt is that theƌe is a huge 

iŶĐƌease iŶ uŶƌepƌeseŶted litigatioŶ iŶ HoŶg KoŶg siŶĐe the haŶdoǀeƌ. AŶd the laƌge ŵajoƌitǇ of 

uŶƌepƌeseŶted litigaŶts iŶ HoŶg KoŶg litigate iŶ CaŶtoŶese. So if Ǉou͛ƌe leaƌŶiŶg legal EŶglish as a 

studeŶt iŶ HoŶg KoŶg, ĐhaŶĐes aƌe that iŶ a ŵoot Đouƌt like this, Ǉou͛ll ďe leaƌŶiŶg to aƌgue agaiŶst 

aŶotheƌ peƌsoŶ ǁho s͛ ďeiŶg tƌaiŶed iŶ the laǁ. But iŶ pƌaĐtiĐe, iŶ HoŶg KoŶg, ĐhaŶĐes aƌe that ǁheŶ 

Ǉou go to a loǁeƌ Đouƌt, Ǉou ŵight ďe aƌguiŶg agaiŶst soŵeoŶe ǁho s͛ Ŷot tƌaiŶed iŶ laǁ. So it s͛ Ŷot 

just a ƋuestioŶ of ǁhetheƌ Ǉou ĐaŶ eǆplaiŶ a legal idea to Ǉouƌ ŵotheƌ oƌ to Ǉouƌ ǁife – ǁhǇ is it 

alǁaǇs ǁoŵeŶ? – ďut also if Ǉou͛ƌe iŶ a Đouƌtƌooŵ litigatiŶg agaiŶst soŵeoŶe ǁho s͛ like Ǉouƌ 

ŵotheƌ aŶd Ǉouƌ ǁife, that Ǉou ŵaǇ ďe ŵakiŶg aĐtuallǇ haǀe to ďe aƌguiŶg agaiŶst theŵ, aŶd I͛ll 

giǀe Ǉou soŵe eǆaŵples fƌoŵ aŶ ethŶogƌaphiĐ ǁoƌk iŶ a ďit.  

 

EǀeŶ iŶ pƌiǀate pƌaĐtiĐe… So I diƌeĐt a douďle degƌee pƌogƌaŵŵe iŶ The UŶiǀeƌsitǇ of HoŶg KoŶg iŶ 

laǁ aŶd liteƌaƌǇ studies, iŶ the opeŶiŶg ǁheŶ I ǁas pƌepaƌiŶg foƌ soŵe iŶfoƌŵatioŶ sessioŶ, I ǁas 

talkiŶg to a laǁǇeƌ fƌieŶd ǁho s͛ aŶ iŶĐoƌpoƌate laǁǇeƌ iŶ HoŶg KoŶg, I ǁas askiŶg heƌ, ͚If theƌe s͛ oŶe 

thiŶg Ǉou ǁaŶt to saǇ to ŵǇ futuƌe laǁ studeŶts iŶ HoŶg KoŶg, ǁhat is it? Hoǁ should theǇ pƌepaƌe 
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theŵselǀes to ďeĐoŵe a good laǁǇeƌ iŶ HoŶg KoŶg?͛ The oŶe thiŶg she said is, ͚LeaƌŶ MaŶdaƌiŶ.͛  So 

I just ǁaŶted to highlight the faĐt that theƌe͛ƌe all these otheƌ kiŶd of liŶguistiĐ diŵeŶsioŶs to legal 

pƌaĐtiĐes iŶ HoŶg KoŶg. AŶd I͛ŵ ĐoŵiŶg to legal EŶglish.  

 

So I thiŶk it s͛ iŵpoƌtaŶt to ĐlaƌifǇ ǁhat ǁe ŵeaŶ ďǇ legal EŶglish. Soŵe of the talks, soŵe of the 

ǀideos aŶd soŵe of the poiŶts aďout plaiŶ laŶguage, Ǉou kŶoǁ, iŶ a ǁaǇ ǁe ĐaŶ ďe talkiŶg aďout the 

saŵe kiŶds of issues aŶǇǁheƌe, Đould ďe Austƌalia, ĐaŶ ďe the UK, ĐaŶ ďe the US. So iŶ a ǁaǇ, legal 

EŶglish ŵeaŶs slightlǇ diffeƌeŶt thiŶgs iŶ diffeƌeŶt juƌisdiĐtioŶs aŶd at diffeƌeŶt poiŶts iŶ tiŵe. I thiŶk 

just Ŷoǁ the deaŶ of CitǇU ;SĐhool of LaǁͿ has ŵeŶtioŶed that, Ǉou kŶoǁ, theƌe aƌe diffeƌeŶĐes, saǇ, 

iŶ ǀoĐaďulaƌǇ ďetǁeeŶ AŵeƌiĐaŶ legal EŶglish ǀeƌsus Bƌitish a kiŶd of EŶglish iŶ the ĐoŵŵoŶ laǁ 

laŶguage. AŶd also diffeƌeŶt poiŶts iŶ tiŵe. So as laǁǇeƌs, I ŵeaŶ, peƌhaps less so iŶ the Đoopeƌate 

ǁoƌld, ďut theŶ if Ǉou͛ƌe, saǇ, ǁheŶ theǇ͛ƌe ƌeadiŶg legislatioŶs that ǁeƌe ǁƌitteŶ a huŶdƌed Ǉeaƌs 

ago, Ǉou͛ƌe ƌeadiŶg a kiŶd of Ƌuite diffeƌeŶt kiŶd of legal laŶguage.  

 

AŶd aŶotheƌ poiŶt that Ǉou ŵeŶtioŶed ǁas that iŶ HoŶg KoŶg, ǁe aĐtuallǇ ƌetaiŶ Ƌuite a lot aƌĐhaiĐ 

legal EŶglish, so theƌe aƌe kiŶd of peĐuliaƌities aďout legal EŶglish used iŶ HoŶg KoŶg. Theƌe s͛ 

soŵethiŶg aďout post-ĐoloŶial juƌisdiĐtioŶs, the ǁaǇ theǇ aĐt like a tiŵe Đapsule iŶ teƌŵs of 

ƌetaiŶiŶg featuƌes that peƌhaps iŶ the UK theǇ Ŷo loŶgeƌ ƌetaiŶ. IŶ UK, theǇ got ƌid of ǁeaƌiŶg ǁigs 

iŶ the Đouƌtƌooŵ, ďut heƌe ǁe ǁaŶt to ƌetaiŶ that tƌaditioŶ, so kiŶd of loĐal ŶuaŶĐes.  

 

I ǁaŶt to also eŵphasize the faĐt that legal EŶglish iŶǀolǀes ďoth ĐoŵpƌeheŶsioŶ aŶd pƌoduĐtioŶ. I 

thiŶk ŵost of the disĐussioŶ ǁe͛ǀe had so faƌ eŵphasize oŶ pƌoduĐtioŶ, so hoǁ studeŶts ĐaŶ ǁƌite 

ďetteƌ, hoǁ theǇ ĐaŶ talk ďetteƌ, ďut eĐhoiŶg ǁhat I thiŶk Chƌistopheƌ ǁas just saǇiŶg, Ǉou also haǀe 

to take iŶto aĐĐouŶt iŶput. What haǀe the studeŶts ďeeŶ ƌeadiŶg? Hoǁ good aƌe theǇ iŶ 

uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg legal teǆts? So I thiŶk theƌe s͛ ŵoƌe eŵphasis should ďe giǀeŶ to ƋuestioŶs of 

ĐoŵpƌeheŶsioŶ. I͛ll giǀe Ǉou ŵoƌe eǆaŵples oŶ that iŶ a ďit. AŶd legal EŶglish iŶǀolǀes ďoth spokeŶ 

aŶd ǁƌitteŶ aspeĐts. I thiŶk iŶ the seĐoŶd paŶel, ǁe͛ƌe goiŶg to ŵoǀe oŶ to ŵoƌe spokeŶ issues. I͛ll 

also iŶĐlude oŶe oƌ tǁo eǆaŵples iŶ ŵǇ talk. AŶd lastlǇ, I ǁaŶt to highlight the faĐt that legal EŶglish 

ŵaǇ ďe ƌead ďǇ ďoth legal pƌofessioŶals aŶd laǇpeƌsoŶs. Foƌ ŵǇ ethŶogƌaphiĐ ǁoƌk, I͛ll shoǁ Ǉou 

that uŶƌepƌeseŶted litigaŶts haǀe atteŵpted to ƌead legal teǆts oŶ theiƌ oǁŶ ǁithout assistaŶĐe aŶd 
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ǁhat happeŶs iŶ those situatioŶs.  

 

So, ďeĐause I ǁaŶt to eŵphasize ĐoŵpƌeheŶsioŶ as aŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt diŵeŶsioŶ of uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg oƌ 

leaƌŶiŶg legal EŶglish, I͛ŵ goiŶg to staƌt ǁith a little ďit of histoƌǇ. Theƌe aƌe distiŶĐtiǀe featuƌes, 

suĐh as the oŶes that RiĐhaƌd ǁas talkiŶg aďout iŶ ŵodeƌŶ legal EŶglish, that aĐtuallǇ these aƌe Ŷot 

just ƌaŶdoŵ stǇlistiĐ featuƌes that laǁǇeƌs like aŶd put iŶ the laǁ, ďut theǇ͛ƌe theƌe ďeĐause of 

soĐioliŶguistiĐ Đoŵpleǆities iŶ diffeƌeŶt histoƌiĐal peƌiods. OŶe eǆaŵple that Ǉou haǀe ƌaised ǁas, 

saǇ, ͚Đease aŶd desist͛ – like this kiŶd of paiƌs of ǁoƌds, ŶouŶs oƌ ǀeƌďs that ǁe like to use togetheƌ, 

theǇ teŶd to ƌefleĐt a histoƌiĐal effeĐt, ǁhiĐh ǁas tƌiliŶgualisŵ iŶ the EŶglish ĐoŵŵoŶ laǁ sǇsteŵ 

afteƌ the NoƌŵaŶ ĐoŶƋuest, so ďetǁeeŶ EŶglish, FƌeŶĐh aŶd LatiŶ. You͛ll see also a lot of alliteƌatioŶ, 

so foƌ eǆaŵple, ͚to haǀe aŶd to hold͛ iŶ ŵaƌƌiage. This is used foƌ ŵeŵoƌǇ aid ďeĐause iŶ the EŶglish 

ĐoŵŵoŶ laǁ used to haǀe aŶ oƌal Đultuƌe, ǁhiĐh ǁas ǀeƌǇ diffeƌeŶt fƌoŵ the ĐuƌƌeŶt ǁƌitteŶ Đultuƌe 

that ǁe͛ƌe aĐĐustoŵed to. So theǇ all haǀe the histoƌiĐal oƌigiŶs that if Ǉou appƌeĐiate the histoƌiĐal 

oƌigiŶs, Ǉou appƌeĐiate the teǆts that Ǉou͛ƌe ƌeadiŶg ŵuĐh ďetteƌ.  

 

I ǁaŶt to ďƌiŶg iŶ a little ďit of the HoŶg KoŶg ĐoŶteǆt heƌe. So if Ǉou ĐoŶsideƌ suĐh paiƌs of ǁoƌds, 

ǁhiĐh haǀe theiƌ histoƌiĐal, Ǉou kŶoǁ, oƌigiŶs of oŶe ǁoƌd ŵaǇ ďe ƌefleĐtiŶg the FƌeŶĐh oƌigiŶ, 

aŶotheƌ ǁoƌd ŵight ďe ƌefleĐtiŶg the AŶglo-SaǆoŶ oƌigiŶ. What happeŶs ǁheŶ Ǉou haǀe to tƌaŶslate 

these teƌŵs? So oŶe eǆaŵple I haǀe – these aƌe all takeŶ fƌoŵ the DoJ s͛ ďiliŶgual glossaƌǇ, ǁhiĐh is 

fƌeelǇ aǀailaďle oŶliŶe. Theƌe s͛ Ŷot a lot of ĐoŶsisteŶĐǇ iŶ hoǁ these aƌe tƌaŶslated. So iŶ the fiƌst 

eǆaŵple, Ǉou doŶ͛t haǀe to uŶdeƌstaŶd ChiŶese iŶ oƌdeƌ to appƌeĐiate ŵǇ poiŶt. Foƌ the fiƌst 

eǆaŵple, Ǉou haǀe a paiƌ of ǀeƌďs, aŶd iŶ the ChiŶese ǀeƌsioŶ, Ǉou haǀe ƌetaiŶed that stƌuĐtuƌe, Ǉou 

haǀe aŶotheƌ paiƌ of ǀeƌďs. AŶd the seĐoŶd eǆaŵple, Ǉou haǀe ͚Ŷull aŶd ǀoid,͛  aŶd iŶ HoŶg KoŶg is a 

ŵuĐh siŵplified tƌaŶslatioŶ iŶstead of ĐoƌƌespoŶdiŶg to the EŶglish stƌuĐtuƌe. AŶd if Ǉou ĐoŶsideƌ, 

foƌ aŶǇ ƌeasoŶ, Ǉou haǀe to do aŶǇ ďaĐk tƌaŶslatioŶ, ĐhaŶĐes aƌe that Ǉou͛ƌe Ŷot goiŶg to tƌaŶslate 

ďaĐk iŶto this EŶglish oƌigiŶal EŶglish stƌuĐtuƌe. So those aƌe a lot of Đoŵpleǆities iŶǀolǀed iŶ legal 

tƌaŶslatioŶ issues ďeĐause of the Đoŵpleǆities of legal EŶglish aŶd Ǉou haǀe to haǀe aŶ appƌeĐiatioŶ 

of its histoƌǇ iŶ oƌdeƌ to uŶdeƌstaŶd its Đoŵpleǆities.  

 

I highlight… I ǁoŶ͛t go iŶto details ďut a lot of these featuƌes of legal laŶguage, ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ ďe 
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desĐƌiďed as legal ƌegisteƌ, so fƌoŵ thiŶgs like laǇout to ƋuestioŶs of gƌaŵŵaƌ to leǆis – a lot of 

ǁhiĐh ǁas highlighted iŶ the last talk. These aƌe the kiŶds of thiŶgs that aĐtuallǇ laǇŵeŶ ĐaŶ piĐk up. 

So fƌoŵ ŵǇ ethŶogƌaphiĐ ǁoƌk, I͛ǀe seeŶ oŶe ǀeƌǇ sophistiĐated aŶd ǀeƌǇ ǁell eduĐated 

uŶƌepƌeseŶted litigaŶt ďeĐause she has puƌsued at least thƌee Đases iŶ HoŶg KoŶg Đouƌts. If Ǉou just 

take a shoƌt segŵeŶt of ǁhat she saǇs iŶ a Đouƌtƌooŵ, aŶd she litigates iŶ EŶglish, Ǉou ǁould alŵost 

thiŶk that she s͛ a laǁǇeƌ ďeĐause thƌough the Đouƌse of heƌ eǆpeƌieŶĐe as a litigaŶt, she piĐked up a 

lot of these thiŶgs like gƌaŵŵaƌ aŶd ǀoĐaďulaƌǇ. What she does Ŷot piĐk up is geŶƌe featuƌes. So 

geŶƌe featuƌes haǀe to do ǁith fuŶĐtioŶal aspeĐts of teǆts, so eǀeŶ though she ǁas talkiŶg like a 

laǁǇeƌ ďeĐause she has soŵe of the ǀoĐaďulaƌǇ aŶd foƌŵalitǇ aŶd all that, she ŵisses soŵe of the 

iŵpoƌtaŶt fuŶĐtioŶal aspeĐts of legal laŶguage. I͛ŵ Ŷot goiŶg to ƌepeat details of geŶƌe disĐussioŶs 

ďeĐause I thiŶk the otheƌ tǁo speakeƌs said Ƌuite a lot aďout it. Just ǁaŶted to highlight ǀeƌǇ ƋuiĐklǇ 

the faĐt that these geŶƌe ŵaƌkeƌs, the ǁaǇ theǇ͛ƌe diffeƌeŶt fƌoŵ ƌegisteƌ, ǁhat ǁe talked aďout iŶ 

the last slide, is that geŶƌe ŵaƌkeƌs aƌe stƌuĐtuƌal featuƌes that if Ǉou ŵiss oŶe geŶƌe ŵaƌkeƌ, the 

ǁhole teǆt ĐaŶ fall apaƌt. That s͛ a ŵajoƌ diffeƌeŶĐe ďetǁeeŶ legal ƌegisteƌ aŶd legal geŶƌe. With 

ƌegisteƌ, if Ǉou ƌeŵoǀe oŶe foƌŵalistiĐ featuƌe, Ǉou still haǀe a legal teǆt. So ǁheŶ ǁe talk aďout 

siŵplifǇiŶg legal EŶglish, ǁe͛ƌe talkiŶg aďout ƌegisteƌ featuƌes. But geŶƌe featuƌes aƌe ĐoŵpletelǇ 

diffeƌeŶt thiŶgs.  

 

I͛ll giǀe Ǉou oŶe eǆaŵple fƌoŵ a Đase studǇ. This is a litigaŶt ǁho is, agaiŶ, ǀeƌǇ ǁell eduĐated iŶ 

CaŶada aĐtuallǇ, so ďiliŶgual peƌsoŶ. CaŶtoŶese is his fiƌst laŶguage. WheŶ asked hoǁ he atteŵpted 

to uŶdeƌstaŶd legal laŶguage, he saǇs, ͚Fƌoŵ ŵǇ peƌsoŶal eǆpeƌieŶĐe, I ŵostlǇ guess.͛  So that s͛ ǁhat 

laǇŵeŶ, Ǉou kŶoǁ, atteŵpt to do.  

 

I do ǁaŶt to saǇ that the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ďeĐause theƌe aƌe Ŷoǁ a lot of uŶƌepƌeseŶted litigaŶts, so iŶ 

ϮϬϬϯ, the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt set up a ƌesouƌĐe ĐeŶtƌe foƌ uŶƌepƌeseŶted litigaŶts. AŶd I͛ǀe a PhD studeŶt 

ǁhose PhD ďasiĐallǇ foĐused oŶ ǁhat this ƌesouƌĐe ĐeŶtƌe offeƌed. TheǇ hold eǆpeƌieŶĐe. He ǁas 

iŶteƌǀieǁiŶg aŶ uŶƌepƌeseŶted litigaŶt ǁho ǁas doiŶg ethŶogƌaphiĐ ǁoƌk iŶ the Đouƌtƌooŵ. OŶe 

fiŶdiŶg that he has fƌoŵ the ŵateƌials, the ƌesouƌĐes the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt offeƌed ǁas that those 

ƌesouƌĐes aƌe utteƌlǇ iŶĐoŵpƌeheŶsiďle to a laǇpeƌsoŶ, aŶd these aƌe ƌesouƌĐes that aƌe diƌeĐted foƌ 

laǇpeƌsoŶs. I͛ǀe ƌead soŵe of these teǆts. I haǀe, Ǉou kŶoǁ, ŵultiple degƌees iŶ laŶguage, I ĐaŶŶot 
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uŶdeƌstaŶd ǁhat theǇ saǇ. OŶe eǆaŵple, if Ǉou uŶdeƌstaŶd ChiŶese, is the teƌŵ ͚飭令͛ [Đikϭ liŶgϲ] 

ǁhiĐh ǁe looked up iŶ the ŵodeƌŶ ChiŶese Đoƌpoƌa is Ŷot iŶ the ŵodeƌŶ ChiŶese ǀoĐaďulaƌǇ. TheǇ, 

iŶ theiƌ Đouƌse of tƌaŶslatioŶ, foƌ soŵe ƌeasoŶ, theǇ ĐoiŶed a teƌŵ, theǇ piĐked the teƌŵ fƌoŵ 

aŶĐieŶt ChiŶese aŶd used it iŶ ŵodeƌŶ ChiŶese teǆts. AŶd theƌe s͛ just Ŷo ǁaǇ aŶ aǀeƌage peƌsoŶ ĐaŶ 

uŶdeƌstaŶd this.  

 

But this kiŶd of guessiŶg does Ŷot alǁaǇs ǁoƌk. OŶe eǆaŵple that the litigaŶt told us aďout ǁas 

͚ĐouŶsel s͛ ĐeƌtifiĐate.͛  WheŶ he Đaŵe aĐƌoss this teƌŵ, his guess ǁas that ͚OkaǇ, this ŵust ďe soŵe 

kiŶd of liĐeŶse that the ďaƌƌisteƌ has, ďut that doesŶ͛t ŵake seŶse ďeĐause, of Đouƌse, he͛d haǀe to 

haǀe a liĐeŶse iŶ oƌdeƌ to ďeĐoŵe a ďaƌƌisteƌ,͛  so he ĐouldŶ͛t ŵake seŶse of ǁhat s͛ goiŶg oŶ. AŶd it 

tuƌŶs out that it s͛ soŵethiŶg eŶtiƌelǇ diffeƌeŶt thaŶ ǁhat he had iŵagiŶed. It s͛ soŵethiŶg that the 

Đouƌt has to gƌaŶt foƌ ĐouŶsel to ďe ƌepƌeseŶtiŶg soŵeoŶe iŶ the loǁeƌ Đouƌt iŶ oƌdeƌ to ĐoŶtƌol 

kiŶd of iŵďalaŶĐes of poǁeƌ.  

 

OŶe otheƌ eǆaŵple that he ƌaised aŶd this is aĐtuallǇ the ĐƌuĐial oƌdiŶaŶĐe foƌ the Đase that he ǁas 

litigatiŶg iŶ – he ǁas ďasiĐallǇ suiŶg a Đluď ǁhiĐh he ǁas a ŵeŵďeƌ of. So he stopped paǇiŶg 

ŵeŵďeƌship fee foƌ a ǁhile aŶd theŶ that Đluď Đhaƌged hiŵ ĐoŵpouŶd iŶteƌest foƌ the ŵoŶeǇ that 

he oǁed the Đluď. So he ǁas ƌelǇiŶg oŶ ŵostlǇ SeĐtioŶ ϮϮ of the MoŶeǇ LeŶdeƌ OƌdiŶaŶĐe, ǁheƌe 

this applies oŶlǇ to a ŵoŶeǇ leŶdeƌ, so I͛ǀe highlighted iŶ italiĐs iŶ that seĐtioŶ. But he ǁas also 

poiŶtiŶg to the faĐt that ͚No, I ƌead the ǁhole oƌdiŶaŶĐe. So Chapteƌ ϭϲϯ, ŵoƌe thaŶ half of the 

oƌdiŶaŶĐe saǇs aŶǇoŶe, aŶǇ peƌsoŶ, so this ǁhole oƌdiŶaŶĐe ŵust applǇ to aŶǇoŶe, aŶǇ peƌsoŶ.͛ AŶd 

the Đouƌt just told hiŵ, ͚Wait, Ŷo, ďut this seĐtioŶ that Ǉou ƌelǇ oŶ oŶlǇ talks aďout ŵoŶeǇ leŶdeƌs.͛  I 

thiŶk that s͛ a ƋuestioŶ of uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg of geŶƌe, so hoǁ fuŶĐtioŶallǇ this oƌdiŶaŶĐe ǁoƌks.  

 

VeƌǇ ďƌieflǇ ŵoǀe oŶ to issues of spokeŶ iŶteƌaĐtioŶs iŶ Đouƌtƌooŵ. So Heffeƌ ;ϮϬϬϱͿ posited that iŶ 

Đouƌtƌooŵ, Đouƌtƌooŵ iŶteƌaĐtioŶ aĐtuallǇ ĐoŶtaiŶs ŵoƌe thaŶ oŶe geŶƌe, so it has a paƌadigŵatiĐ 

ŵode of speakiŶg, so siŵilaƌ to ǁhat is taught iŶ laǁ sĐhool, kiŶd of a legal ƌeasoŶiŶg, ƌatioŶal kiŶd 

of disĐussioŶ. Theƌe is also oŶe otheƌ ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt eleŵeŶt, ǁhiĐh is Ŷaƌƌatiǀe. So iŶ opeŶiŶg 

stateŵeŶts, ĐlosiŶg stateŵeŶts, eǀeŶ ǁithiŶ like judiĐial suŵŵiŶg up, theƌe is ŶaƌƌatiǀizatioŶ of 

stoƌǇtelliŶg. AŶd these doŶ͛t Đoŵe fƌoŵ Ŷoǁheƌe. It goes ďaĐk to ǁhat I ǁas saǇiŶg aďout 
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ĐoŵpƌeheŶsioŶ oƌ iŶput – ǁhat studeŶts get as iŶput. So ǁhat I do at The UŶiǀeƌsitǇ of HoŶg KoŶg 

is, ďeĐause I ƌuŶ a douďle degƌee pƌogƌaŵŵe iŶ laǁ aŶd liteƌaƌǇ studies, studeŶts Ŷot oŶlǇ studǇ 

laǁ, theǇ aĐtuallǇ haǀe to ƌead liteƌatuƌe, theǇ haǀe to ƌead stoƌies. I thiŶk iŶ oƌdeƌ to ďeĐoŵe good 

stoƌǇtelleƌs, Ǉou haǀe to ƌead stoƌies to staƌt ǁith.  

 

Legal-laǇ disĐouƌse iŶ HoŶg KoŶg is a ďit ŵoƌe ĐoŵpliĐated thaŶ ǁhat Heffeƌ desĐƌiďes. So these aƌe 

kiŶd of geŶeƌiĐ featuƌes that applǇ to alŵost aŶǇ ĐoŵŵoŶ laǁ Đouƌtƌooŵ. So Ǉou haǀe ĐouŶsels 

talkiŶg to, Ǉou kŶoǁ, juƌoƌs aŶd to ǁitŶesses, ďut oŶ the otheƌ haŶd, theiƌ ŵaiŶ taƌget audieŶĐe is 

juƌoƌs, so theƌe is kiŶd of ŵultidiŵeŶsioŶalitǇ iŶ Đouƌtƌooŵ iŶteƌaĐtioŶs. I ǁoŶ͛t go oǀeƌ these 

details. But just to giǀe Ǉou aŶ eǆaŵple of the additioŶal laǇeƌs of ĐoŵpleǆitǇ of HoŶg KoŶg 

Đouƌtƌooŵs, Ǉou haǀe litigaŶts ǁho doŶ͛t plaǇ ďǇ the ƌules aŶd Ǉou haǀe to leaƌŶ hoǁ to deal ǁith 

theŵ. OŶe eǆaŵple that I haǀe takeŶ fƌoŵ ŵǇ oǁŶ ethŶogƌaphiĐ ǁoƌk is I haǀe heaƌd a litigaŶt ǁho 

used ͚oďjeĐtioŶ͛ as a ŵeaŶs of ĐoŶǀeǇiŶg disagƌeeŵeŶt. I disagƌee ǁith ǁhat Ǉou saǇ aŶd theƌefoƌe I 

shout, ͚OďjeĐtioŶ!͛ Noǁ, this is soŵethiŶg theǇ piĐk up pƌoďaďlǇ fƌoŵ teleǀisioŶ. So, Ǉou kŶoǁ, theǇ 

see that people ĐaŶ ƌaise oďjeĐtioŶs at soŵe poiŶt, ďut theǇ doŶ͛t uŶdeƌstaŶd the ƌules that goǀeƌŶ 

ǁheŶ Ǉou͛ƌe supposed to oďjeĐt. AŶd this is Ŷot the kiŶd of thiŶg that laǁ studeŶts aƌe tƌaiŶed to 

deal ǁith, ďut it s͛ happeŶiŶg iŶ HoŶg KoŶg Đouƌtƌooŵs eǀeƌǇ daǇ. So I thiŶk this just Đause foƌ kiŶd 

of gƌeateƌ Ŷeed to uŶdeƌstaŶd ǁhat s͛ goiŶg oŶ iŶ the Đouƌtƌooŵs ƌight Ŷoǁ iŶ HoŶg KoŶg.  

 

I ǁill eŶd ŵǇ talk ďǇ highlightiŶg the ŶeĐessitǇ foƌ iŶteƌdisĐipliŶaƌǇ kŶoǁledge. So I ŵeŶtioŶed that 

iŶ ŵǇ douďle degƌee pƌogƌaŵŵe theƌe is the liteƌatuƌe ĐoŵpoŶeŶt, ďut heƌe, I ǁaŶt to foĐus oŶ the 

ŵoƌe liŶguistiĐ kiŶd of ĐoŵpoŶeŶt. Foƌ eǆaŵple, I thiŶk it s͛ ƌeallǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt foƌ studeŶts to deǀelop 

seŶsitiǀitǇ toǁaƌds ǀaƌious kiŶds of liŶguistiĐ iŶdeteƌŵiŶaĐies. So this goes ďaĐk to ǁhat people aƌe 

saǇiŶg aďout pƌeĐisioŶ, ďut iŶ oƌdeƌ to ǁƌite pƌeĐiselǇ, Ǉou haǀe to uŶdeƌstaŶd ǁheƌe iŵpƌeĐisioŶ 

Đoŵes fƌoŵ. AŶd this is the kiŶd of thiŶg that liŶguists do, so ǁe highlight, Ǉou kŶoǁ, ǁheƌe 

ǀagueŶess Đoŵes fƌoŵ, hoǁ ǁoƌds aƌe diffeƌeŶt, ǁhat kiŶds of aŵďiguitǇ ŵaǇ eǆist. AŵďiguitǇ ŵaǇ 

Đoŵe fƌoŵ a ǁoƌd, it ŵaǇ Đoŵe fƌoŵ stƌuĐtuƌes, it ŵaǇ Đoŵe fƌoŵ hoǁ Ǉou put ǁoƌds togetheƌ. So 
all these iŶtƌiĐaĐies like puŶĐtuatioŶs, lists aŶd ĐoŶŶeĐtiǀes etĐ. This is a kiŶd of thiŶg that ǁe teaĐh 

iŶ ouƌ douďle degƌee pƌogƌaŵŵe.  
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The seĐoŶd poiŶt seeŵs to ďe, Ǉou kŶoǁ, I doŶ͛t kŶoǁ, it ŵaǇ seeŵ ƌeallǇ oďǀious to Ǉou, ďut let s͛ 

look at this oŶe paƌtiĐulaƌ eǆaŵple. This teǆt is takeŶ fƌoŵ a ƌeĐeŶt US Supƌeŵe Couƌt judgŵeŶt. 

Heƌe, the Đouƌt Ŷeeds to deĐide ǁhetheƌ ͚Đaƌƌies a fiƌeaƌŵ͛ is liŵited to the ĐaƌƌǇiŶg of fiƌeaƌŵs oŶ 

the peƌsoŶ. So iŶ the Đase, the fiƌeaƌŵ ǁas iŶ the Đaƌ tƌuŶk. Noǁ, this is aŶ oƌdiŶaƌǇ ǁoƌd, so theǇ͛ƌe 

Ŷot lookiŶg foƌ a teĐhŶiĐal legal ŵeaŶiŶg. So ǁhat the Đouƌt did ǁas, ͚OkaǇ, let s͛ look up soŵe 

diĐtioŶaƌies aŶd see ǁhat theǇ saǇ aďout the ǁoƌd ͞ĐaƌƌǇ͟.͛ ͚CoŶsideƌ the ǁoƌd s͛ pƌiŵaƌǇ ŵeaŶiŶg. 

The Oǆfoƌd EŶglish DiĐtioŶaƌǇ giǀes as its fiƌst defiŶitioŶ ͞ĐoŶǀeǇ…͛͟ Does that ƌead good to Ǉou? So 

Ǉou look up a diĐtioŶaƌǇ. Noǁ, Oǆfoƌd EŶglish DiĐtioŶaƌǇ is aŶ authoƌitatiǀe diĐtioŶaƌǇ. We kŶoǁ 

that. It s͛ got a good ƌeputatioŶ, so ǁe look it up aŶd ǁe fiŶd a fiƌst ŵeaŶiŶg. As its oƌdiŶaƌǇ 

ŵeaŶiŶg, does that souŶd good to Ǉou? Yes? EǆĐept that, do Ǉou kŶoǁ ǁhat the Oǆfoƌd EŶglish 

DiĐtioŶaƌǇ is aďout? This is fƌoŵ the Oǆfoƌd EŶglish DiĐtioŶaƌǇ ǁeďsite, so ǁhat aƌe the ŵaiŶ 

diffeƌeŶĐes ďetǁeeŶ the OED aŶd Oǆfoƌd DiĐtioŶaƌies? I͛ll skip to the iŵpoƌtaŶt paƌt: The OED, oŶ 

the otheƌ haŶd, is a histoƌiĐal diĐtioŶaƌǇ aŶd it foƌŵs a ƌeĐoƌd of all the Đoƌe ǁoƌds aŶd ŵeaŶiŶgs iŶ 

EŶglish foƌ oǀeƌ a thousaŶd Ǉeaƌs, fƌoŵ Old EŶglish to the pƌeseŶt daǇ… MeaŶiŶgs aƌe oƌdeƌed 

ĐhƌoŶologiĐallǇ iŶ the OED. MeaŶiŶg the judges did Ŷot kŶoǁ fullǇ the tools theǇ ǁeƌe usiŶg, eǀeŶ 

though, Ǉou kŶoǁ, it s͛ the pƌiŵaƌǇ ƌesouƌĐe that theǇ dƌaǁ oŶ ǁheŶ theǇ tƌǇ to uŶdeƌstaŶd legal 

ŵeaŶiŶg.  

 

So, okaǇ. Let s͛ get to the seĐoŶd kiŶd of tool. I doŶ͛t kŶoǁ ǁhetheƌ ŵost of Ǉou ŵight haǀe heaƌd of 

Đoƌpus? It s͛ a faiƌ siŵple idea. You ĐaŶ see Google as a Đoƌpus, like a ďodǇ of teǆts, aŶd theŶ Ǉou ĐaŶ 

use this tool to help Ǉou uŶdeƌstaŶd hoǁ ŵeaŶiŶg… What a ǁoƌd ŵeaŶs, foƌ eǆaŵple. AŶd it s͛ Ƌuite 

ĐoŵŵoŶ these daǇs foƌ Đouƌts to just look up, saǇ, Google Ŷeǁs oƌ Leǆis oƌ kiŶd of ǀaƌious kiŶds of 

oŶliŶe dataďases foƌ theŵ to see hoǁ a ǁoƌd is used iŶ ĐeƌtaiŶ ĐoŶteǆts. This is… OŶ the slide, theƌe 

aƌe tǁo eǆaŵples fƌoŵ the saŵe Đase ǁheƌe the judges ǁeƌe tƌǇiŶg to do that. IŶ the fiƌst eǆaŵple, 

theǇ ǁeƌe lookiŶg at… OkaǇ, iŶ oƌdeƌ to shoǁ that theƌe s͛ a ŵeaŶiŶg of a ǁoƌd is ǀalid, he saǇs, 

͚OkaǇ, the gƌeat ǁƌiteƌs haǀe ǁƌitteŶ this ǁoƌd,͛  aŶd theǇ use this to ƌefeƌ to this paƌtiĐulaƌ seŶse. So 

the fiƌst eǆaŵple ǁas the KiŶg Jaŵes Biďle. AŶǇthiŶg odd aďout that? OďǀiouslǇ, that ǁas a pieĐe of 

tƌaŶslatioŶ. It s͛ Ŷot oƌigiŶal. I doŶ͛t kŶoǁ ǁhetheƌ that should ĐhaŶge Ǉouƌ judgŵeŶt as to hoǁ, Ǉou 

kŶoǁ, hoǁ peƌsuasiǀe this eǆaŵple is.  
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SeĐoŶd, a ŵoƌe geŶeƌal poiŶt is, if Ǉou ǁaŶt to shoǁ ǁhat a ǁoƌd ŵeaŶs iŶ a paƌtiĐulaƌ ĐoŶteǆt, 

does it do aŶǇthiŶg to just dƌaǁ fƌoŵ eǆaŵples of ͚Yes, the gƌeat ǁƌiteƌs haǀe ǁƌitteŶ this ǁoƌd͛ aŶd 

use it to ƌefeƌ to a paƌtiĐulaƌ seŶse? Is that good eǀideŶĐe foƌ the ŵeaŶiŶg of a ǁoƌd iŶ a paƌtiĐulaƌ 

ĐoŶteǆt? That s͛ the ƋuestioŶ I ǁaŶted to ask. Saŵe, this is fƌoŵ the saŵe Đase ǁheƌe the Đouƌt 

looks at Neǁ Yoƌk Tiŵes dataďase aŶd looks up the ŵeaŶiŶg of ǁoƌds iŶ this dataďase. All I ǁaŶted 

to highlight is that theƌe aƌe ďetteƌ tools that liŶguists haǀe Đoŵe up ǁith foƌ suĐh tasks that 

eliŵiŶate soŵe of the ďiases Ǉou ŵight haǀe ďǇ just doiŶg a Google seaƌĐh. Noǁ, Google seaƌĐh 

ĐoŶtaiŶs ƌesults that aƌe oƌgaŶized Ŷot just ďǇ fƌeƋueŶĐǇ. Theƌe aƌe otheƌ ĐoŶsideƌatioŶs that 

Google has ǁheŶ it oƌgaŶized its ƌesults – ĐoŵŵeƌĐial ĐoŶsideƌatioŶs. Theƌe aƌe ƋuestioŶs of 

ƌepliĐaďilitǇ ďeĐause ǁheŶ Ǉou use Google oƌ Google Neǁs as a dataďase, if Ǉou do a seaƌĐh todaǇ 

ǀeƌsus if Ǉou do a seaƌĐh thiƌtǇ daǇs lateƌ, Ǉou ŵaǇ get slightlǇ diffeƌeŶt ƌesults. So theƌe aƌe tools 

Đalled Đoƌpus oƌ Đoƌpus liŶguistiĐs that people haǀe Đoŵe up ǁith ǁheƌe Ǉou ĐaŶ haǀe aĐĐess to 

laŶguage data that s͛ ĐleaŶed up. It s͛ oƌgaŶized puƌelǇ ďased oŶ fƌeƋueŶĐǇ that it s͛ Ŷot taŵed ďǇ 

ĐoŵŵeƌĐial ĐoŶsideƌatioŶs aŶd that Ǉou ĐaŶ haǀe ƌepliĐaďle ƌesults ǁheŶ Ǉou do suĐh seaƌĐhes.  

 

I thiŶk I͛ll haǀe to stop theƌe. I͛ŵ alƌeadǇ oǀeƌtiŵe, ďut this is ǁhat I ǁaŶted to highlight that it s͛ 

iŵpoƌtaŶt to uŶdeƌstaŶd the loĐal ĐoŶteǆt ǁheŶ ǁe talk aďout legal EŶglish, espeĐiallǇ the Đase of 

legal ďiliŶgualisŵ iŶ HoŶg KoŶg. I͛ŵ shoĐked that iŶ legal eduĐatioŶ iŶ HoŶg KoŶg, saǇ, iŶ ŵǇ 

uŶiǀeƌsitǇ, studeŶts ĐaŶ go thƌough the ǁhole legal eduĐatioŶ ĐuƌƌiĐuluŵ ǁithout kŶoǁiŶg aŶǇthiŶg 

aďout legal ďiliŶgualisŵ. Theƌe is oŶe optioŶal use of ChiŶese iŶ a legal ĐoŶteǆt Đouƌse that theǇ ĐaŶ 

take if theǇ ǁaŶt to. Otheƌǁise, theǇ doŶ͛t haǀe to do aŶǇthiŶg aďout that. AŶd seĐoŶdlǇ, 

iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of iŶteƌdisĐipliŶaƌǇ kŶoǁledge. AŶd I͛ll just saǇ that ŵost of the ŵateƌials that I 

pƌeseŶted todaǇ Đoŵe fƌoŵ this ďook aŶd I haǀe it ǁith ŵe. If Ǉou͛ƌe iŶteƌested to take a look 

duƌiŶg the Đoffee ďƌeak, Ǉou͛ƌe ŵost ǁelĐoŵe to. 


