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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What do you look for ǁheŶ assessiŶg studeŶts’ oral adǀoĐaĐy skills? 

 

TheǇ ŵust ďe ĐoŶfideŶt iŶ speakiŶg. TheǇ keep ǁhat theǇ aƌe goiŶg to saǇ shoƌt. BasiĐallǇ the keǇ is, 

ǁe’d saǇ, ďe ĐoŶĐise, that ǁould ďe… eŵphasize the ŵaiŶ poiŶts of Ǉouƌ aƌguŵeŶts tƌǇ to ĐoŶǀiŶĐe 

ďefoƌe Ǉou ĐaŶ ĐoŶǀiŶĐe the judge oƌ ŵe as to ǁhat is the positioŶ Ǉou take. That’s the ŵaiŶ 

ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶt. 

 

What do you thiŶk is ŵost ĐhalleŶgiŶg aďout learŶiŶg oral adǀoĐaĐy? 

 

FƌaŶklǇ speakiŶg, I’ŵ ŵoƌe ĐoŶfideŶt iŶ EŶglish oƌal adǀoĐaĐǇ ďeĐause I ǁas tƌaiŶed, as ŵost of Ǉou 

aŶd studeŶts, theǇ ǁeƌe tƌaiŶed iŶ EŶglish. But soŵetiŵes, ŶoǁadaǇs iŶ HoŶg KoŶg, a lot of 

litigatioŶs aƌe ĐoŶduĐted iŶ ChiŶese. I thiŶk the ĐhalleŶges aƌe, soŵe of the teƌŵs, the legal jaƌgoŶ 

iŶ ChiŶese, ǁe doŶ’t haǀe suĐh iŶfoƌŵatioŶ oƌ ǁe aƌe Ŷot aǁaƌe oƌ doŶ’t uŶdeƌstaŶd soŵe of the 

ChiŶese legal jaƌgoŶ. 

 

I’ŵ teaĐhiŶg legal ƌeseaƌĐh ǁƌitiŶg as ǁell iŶ HKU, so apaƌt fƌoŵ doiŶg just the tƌaditioŶal ǁaǇ of 

doiŶg ƌeseaƌĐh, I ƌeƋuiƌe studeŶts to do ƌeseaƌĐh, if theǇ ĐaŶ, iŶ ChiŶese to ŵake suƌe theǇ get the 

oǀeƌall, Đoŵplete piĐtuƌe of the laǁ. 

 

What steps ĐaŶ studeŶts take to iŵproǀe their oral adǀoĐaĐy skills? 

 

It’s a skill. You ĐaŶŶot aĐƋuiƌe the skill oǀeƌŶight. It takes tiŵe. 

 

If Ǉou ǁaŶt to iŵpƌoǀe skills, Ǉou haǀe to ŵeƌge Ǉouƌself iŶto the field. TƌǇ to eǆpose Ǉouƌself to, if 

Ǉou’ƌe seƌious aďout ďeiŶg a laǁǇeƌ, Ǉou should eǆpose Ǉouƌself to ŵoƌe diffeƌeŶt Đouƌt ǁoƌks 

ǁheƌe Ǉou ĐaŶ faĐe ǁhat’s happeŶiŶg iŶ the ƌeal ǁoƌld. 

 

Foƌ ǇouŶg studeŶts, duƌiŶg suŵŵeƌ oƌ ǁiŶteƌ, theǇ haǀe a ĐhaŶĐe to ďe a suŵŵeƌ iŶteƌŶ oƌ ǁiŶteƌ 

iŶteƌŶ. TheǇ haǀe to kŶoǁ ŵoƌe ďaƌƌisteƌs oƌ soliĐitoƌs as theiƌ ŵeŶtoƌs. I thiŶk theǇ aƌe ǀeƌǇ good 

souƌĐes of adǀiĐe apaƌt fƌoŵ teaĐheƌs. Of Đouƌse, ǁe, as pƌofessoƌs, aƌe happǇ to disĐuss ǁith aŶǇ 
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studeŶts oŶ hoŵeǁoƌk oƌ aŶǇ pƌoďleŵs theǇ faĐe iŶ theiƌ studies. I thiŶk the ŵoƌe people Ǉou kŶoǁ 

iŶ this pƌofessioŶ the ďetteƌ. 

 

What adǀiĐe do you haǀe for studeŶts ǁho are learŶiŶg oral adǀoĐaĐy iŶ EŶglish? 

 

I thiŶk pƌepaƌatioŶ’s the keǇ. IŶ oƌal adǀoĐaĐǇ, Ǉou’ƌe tƌǇiŶg to ĐoŶǀiŶĐe the judge oŶ Ǉouƌ poiŶts, 

aŶd ŵakiŶg suďŵissioŶs, ďeiŶg ǁell-pƌepaƌed oŶ the ĐoŶteŶts, the suďstaŶĐe as ǁell as Ǉou doŶ’t 

Ŷeed ǀeƌǇ good EŶglish, I ŵeaŶ oƌallǇ, to aĐhieǀe the poiŶts, ďut Ǉou Ŷeed to at least ĐoŶǀeǇ Ǉouƌ 

idea ĐleaƌlǇ aŶd ĐoŶĐiselǇ to the audieŶĐe. AgaiŶ, that’s the keǇ. 


