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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What ǁere the ŵaiŶ ĐhalleŶges that you eŶĐouŶtered ǁheŶ learŶiŶg oral adǀoĐaĐy? 

 

The fiƌst issue I pƌoďaďlǇ had ǁas ďeiŶg aďle to pause, speak sloǁlǇ, ďeiŶg aďle to judge ǁhetheƌ oƌ 

Ŷot the audieŶĐe ǁhiĐh I ǁas seekiŶg to peƌsuade ǁas aĐtuallǇ folloǁiŶg ŵǇ aƌguŵeŶts. That ǁas 

the fiƌst ŵajoƌ ĐhalleŶge I eŶĐouŶteƌed. The seĐoŶd oŶe ǁas pƌoďaďlǇ ŵǇ stuďďoƌŶŶess, ŵǇ 

iŶaďilitǇ to aĐĐept that theƌe ǁeƌe ǁeakŶesses iŶ ŵǇ Đase aŶd to ďe aďle to peƌsuade the judge that 

the ǁeakŶesses ƌeallǇ didŶ’t eǆist ǁheŶ theǇ aĐtuallǇ did. So those ǁeƌe the tǁo ŵaiŶ diffiĐulties I 

eŶĐouŶteƌed ǁheŶ I ǁas pƌeseŶtiŶg oƌal aƌguŵeŶts iŶ EŶglish. 

 

What is the ŵaiŶ ĐhalleŶge eŶĐouŶtered ďy ŵost studeŶts ǁheŶ learŶiŶg oral adǀoĐaĐy? 

 

Stage fƌight is defiŶitelǇ oŶe thiŶg ŵost juŶioƌ laǁǇeƌs eŶĐouŶteƌ, Ŷot oŶlǇ iŶ the ŵoots oƌ the 

aĐadeŵiĐ settiŶg, ďut iŶ the pƌofessioŶal settiŶg. The pƌiŵaƌǇ Đause, iŶ ŵǇ opiŶioŶ, of stage fƌight is, 

Ŷuŵďeƌ oŶe, the iŶaďilitǇ to uŶdeƌstaŶd Ǉouƌ Đase ĐoŵpletelǇ, to thiŶk that ǁhat’s goiŶg to Đoŵe 

out of Ǉouƌ ŵouth is goiŶg to souŶd sillǇ oƌ duŵď oƌ idiotiĐ eǀeŶ soŵe ŵaǇ saǇ. AŶd the seĐoŶd 

poiŶt is the feaƌ, the feaƌ of the audieŶĐe, of ǁhat theǇ ŵaǇ thiŶk of Ǉou as aŶ iŶdiǀidual, aŶd the 

feaƌ of ǁhetheƌ oƌ Ŷot Ǉou’ƌe aďle to staŶd the pƌessuƌe of ďeiŶg a laǁǇeƌ. 

 

I thiŶk Ǉou haǀe to uŶdeƌstaŶd that as a juŶioƌ laǁǇeƌ, as aŶǇ tǇpe of laǁǇeƌ, Ŷo ŵatteƌ hoǁ seŶioƌ 

Ǉou aƌe, Ǉou, at soŵe poiŶt of Ǉouƌ Đaƌeeƌ, ǁill ŵake a ŵistake iŶ Đouƌt. You haǀe to aĐĐept that 

faĐt. You ŵaǇ saǇ soŵethiŶg ǁhiĐh is ǁƌoŶg aŶd theŶ Ǉou haǀe to adŵit Ǉouƌ ŵistake aŶd 

apologize. You ŵaǇ put foƌǁaƌd a poiŶt ǁhiĐh is ĐoŵpletelǇ foolish aŶd Ǉou haǀe to aĐĐept that faĐt 

ďeĐause the faĐts aƌe agaiŶst Ǉou aŶd that’s the oŶlǇ poiŶt Ǉou Đoŵe up ǁith. So the fiƌst thiŶg to 

oǀeƌĐoŵe feaƌ of pƌeseŶtiŶg iŶ Đouƌt is aĐĐept that Ǉou’ƌe oŶlǇ a huŵaŶ ďeiŶg, Ǉou’ƌe as good as 

Ǉouƌ Đase, aŶd Ǉou haǀe to ŵake soŵe ŵistakes iŶ Ǉouƌ Đaƌeeƌ. 

 

What adǀiĐe do you haǀe for studeŶts ǁho are learŶiŶg oral legal arguŵeŶt iŶ EŶglish? 

 

DoŶ’t ŵuƌdeƌ the EŶglish laŶguage. Fiƌst of all, uŶdeƌstaŶd the EŶglish laŶguage aŶd the aďilitǇ to 

pƌeseŶt it ǁithout usiŶg slaŶg oƌ aŶǇ otheƌ foƌŵs of aďďƌeǀiatioŶs ǁhiĐh haǀe ĐoŶstaŶtlǇ ďeeŶ stuĐk 
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iŶ ouƌ ŵiŶds iŶ this Ǉeaƌ of ϮϬϭ5 aŶd oŶǁaƌds. Fiƌst, uŶdeƌstaŶd the laŶguage. SeĐoŶd of all, 

uŶdeƌstaŶd legal EŶglish. Noǁ, soŵe people ŵight thiŶk it’s the saŵe thiŶg. It isŶ’t. Legal EŶglish 

ƌeallǇ ƌeƋuiƌes Ǉou to uŶdeƌstaŶd the laǁ iŶ teƌŵs of the faĐts aŶd haǀiŶg uŶdeƌstood those tǁo 

togetheƌ aŶd to pƌeseŶt the aƌguŵeŶt iŶ suĐh a ǁaǇ ǁhiĐh ŵakes seŶse aŶd doesŶ’t ƌeƋuiƌe 

ƌepetitioŶ aŶd doesŶ’t ƌeƋuiƌe saŵe seŶteŶĐes ďeiŶg ƌepeated agaiŶ aŶd agaiŶ. HaǀiŶg ŵasteƌed 

these tǁo ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts, theŶ I ǁould thiŶk if Ǉou haǀe the tiŵe, if Ǉou haǀe the huŶgeƌ aŶd Ǉou 

haǀe the aďilitǇ to ǁaŶt to ďeĐoŵe a good laǁǇeƌ, foĐus oŶ Ǉouƌ aďilitǇ to pƌeseŶt, ǁhiĐh ŵeaŶs 

foĐus oŶ Ǉouƌ toŶe, Ǉouƌ fƌeƋueŶĐǇ, Ǉouƌ pausiŶg aďilities, Ǉouƌ aďilitǇ to aŶsǁeƌ ƋuestioŶs. AŶd 

that ǁould assist iŶ pƌeseŶtiŶg oƌal aƌguŵeŶts iŶ EŶglish. 

 

What ĐaŶ studeŶts do to learŶ ďetter oral adǀoĐaĐy skills? 

 

I ǁould saǇ ďefoƌe studeŶts aĐtuallǇ get up aŶd staƌt speakiŶg, theǇ should ƌeallǇ, ƌeallǇ pƌepaƌe. I 

happeŶ to fiŶd, ǁhetheƌ it’s iŶ a pƌofessioŶal settiŶg oƌ aŶ aĐadeŵiĐ settiŶg, theƌe’s just a geŶeƌal 

laĐk of pƌepaƌedŶess foƌ the Đase. That Đould ďe due to a laĐk of tiŵe, so just pooƌ tiŵe 

ŵaŶageŵeŶt, a laĐk of uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg of the aĐtual Đase itself, that Đould ďe due to a laĐk of 

ƌeseaƌĐh, Ŷot ƌeadiŶg up oŶ the files, Ŷot uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg, Ŷot tƌǇiŶg to talk aďout it ǁith felloǁ 

laǁǇeƌs oƌ studeŶts to uŶdeƌstaŶd the Đase, so geŶeƌallǇ, I happeŶ to fiŶd that that’s the Ŷuŵďeƌ 

oŶe pƌoďleŵ faĐiŶg ŵost juŶioƌ laǁǇeƌs at the ŵoŵeŶt: a geŶeƌal laĐk of pƌepaƌedŶess. 


