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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What ŵakes good legal ǁritiŶg iŶ EŶglish? 

 

I͛ŵ ǀeƌǇ keeŶ oŶ shoƌt, suĐĐiŶĐt, plaiŶ EŶglish. AŶd too ofteŶ, I haǀe seeŶ oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs faƌ too 

floǁeƌǇ stuff full of DiĐkeŶsiaŶ phƌases, of ͚heƌeiŶďefoƌe͛ aŶd ͚heƌeiŶafteƌ͛ aŶd ͚ĐaptioŶed͛ aŶd 

͚peƌusiŶg͛ aŶd etĐ. These dƌeadful ǁoƌds that Ŷo Ŷatiǀe speakeƌ eǀeƌ uses. I also feel Ƌuite stƌoŶglǇ 

that people aƌe, laǁ studeŶts aƌe, ǁƌitiŶg stuff to people ǁhose Ŷatiǀe toŶgue is Ŷot EŶglish aŶd 

EŶglish ǁould ďe a seĐoŶd oƌ thiƌd laŶguage to soŵe of theŵ. It just doesŶ͛t go doǁŶ ǁell aŶd loŶg, 

ǀeƌďose opiŶioŶs aƌe Ŷot iŶ ŵǇ ǀieǁ ǁhat the ĐlieŶts aƌe lookiŶg foƌ. 

 

As a legal professioŶal, ǁhat are you lookiŶg for iŶ the legal ǁritiŶg that you read? 

 

I ďelieǀe that Ǉou͛ǀe got to ask, ͚Who s͛ goiŶg to ƌead this?͛ AŶd if it s͛ goiŶg to ďe a laƌge iŶ-house 

legal teaŵ, foƌ eǆaŵple, ǁho uŶdeƌstaŶd the laǁ, uŶdeƌstaŶd the legal ĐoŶĐepts, theŶ Ǉou ĐaŶ use 

teĐhŶiĐal legal EŶglish. Hoǁeǀeƌ, Ǉou͛ǀe got to also ƌeŵeŵďeƌ that eǀeŶ if it s͛ goiŶg to the iŶ-house 

ĐouŶselloƌ of a laƌge legal eŵpiƌe, he Đould ǁell ďe passiŶg it to his ďusiŶess Đolleagues ǁho aƌe Ŷot 

legal people. 

 

I like shoƌt seŶteŶĐes ŵǇself. I͛ŵ a gƌeat eǆpoŶeŶt of the Loƌd DeŶŶiŶg stǇle of ǁƌitiŶg, ǁheƌeďǇ Ǉou 

ǁƌite iŶ shoƌt, suĐĐiŶĐt stateŵeŶts aŶd Ǉou get to the poiŶt ƋuiĐklǇ, so the ĐlieŶt doesŶ͛t fall asleep 

oŶ page teŶ of Ǉouƌ letteƌ. You get to the legal aŶalǇsis ƋuiĐklǇ. So, ƌeallǇ, set out the pƌoďleŵ, set 

out the aŶalǇsis, set out the ĐoŶĐlusioŶ. It s͛ ŵǇ ǀieǁ, that s͛ ǁhat I like seeiŶg. 

 

Hoǁ did you learŶ to ǁrite legal arguŵeŶts iŶ EŶglish?  

 

It Ŷeǀeƌ Đaŵe ŶatuƌallǇ to ŵe aŶd so I͛ǀe just alǁaǇs had to ǁoƌk haƌd at it. AŶd I did thiŶk Ƌuite a 

ďit ďefoƌe I ǁƌote aŶd theŶ Ŷot ďeiŶg of this aŵaziŶg teĐhŶo geŶeƌatioŶ that ĐaŶ tǇpe as fast as theǇ 

ĐaŶ speak, I diĐtated thiŶgs aŶd I still diĐtate thiŶgs to this daǇ. Theƌe aƌe Ŷot ŵaŶǇ of us left that 

ĐaŶ diĐtate aŶd I͛ǀe got a seĐƌetaƌǇ of oǀeƌ thiƌtǇ Ǉeaƌs, so she ĐaŶ aĐtuallǇ uŶdeƌstaŶd ŵǇ SĐottish 

aĐĐeŶt. AŶd so ǁheŶ I͛ǀe ǁoƌked it out, I theŶ diĐtate the fiƌst dƌaft aŶd I͛ǀe alǁaǇs fouŶd that to ďe 

helpful. 
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I alǁaǇs thiŶk the fiƌst dƌaft s͛ the tƌiĐkǇ oŶe that Ǉou get soŵethiŶg doǁŶ afteƌ Ǉou͛ǀe giǀeŶ it soŵe 

thought aŶd theŶ Ǉou ĐaŶ plaǇ aƌouŶd ǁith it theƌeafteƌ. 

 

What do you thiŶk are the ŵaiŶ ĐhalleŶges iŶ legal ǁritiŶg? 

 

I thiŶk that ǁe fiddle Ŷoǁ ŵoƌe thaŶ eǀeƌ ďeĐause it s͛ so ŵuĐh easieƌ thaŶ ǁe did thiƌtǇ Ǉeaƌs ago. 

BeĐause Ǉou ǁould haǀe to faĐe the ǁƌath of the seĐƌetaƌǇ if Ǉou ǁeƌe ĐhaŶgiŶg it foƌ the 

uŵpteeŶth tiŵe aŶd I thiŶk that it is… We fiddle a lot ŵoƌe, aŶd ǁe doŶ͛t thiŶk as ŵuĐh as ǁe do. 

We ǁoƌk iŶ this iŶstaŶtaŶeous ŵaƌket aŶd this is a ĐoŶĐeƌŶ. AŶd I suppose, ǁe͛ƌe talkiŶg of legal 

EŶglish, I͛ŵ thiŶkiŶg of the opiŶioŶ letteƌ. The opiŶioŶ letteƌ is soŵethiŶg that doesŶ͛t happeŶ as 

ofteŶ as it used to do. AŶ aǁful lot of stuff is dealt ǁith ďǇ ǁaǇ of eŵail aŶd I thiŶk that s͛ a tƌeŶd 

that ǁe feel the pƌessuƌe. We feel the pƌessuƌe oŶ ouƌ iŶďoǆ, so ǁe͛ƌe all lookiŶg at ouƌ iŶďoǆ, tƌǇiŶg 

despeƌatelǇ to get thƌough to the eŶd of ouƌ iŶďoǆ. ClieŶts ǁaŶtiŶg aŶ aŶsǁeƌ: the ĐlieŶts ǁaŶt aŶ 

aŶsǁeƌ, Ŷot iŶ tǁo daǇs, Ŷot iŶ tǁo ǁeeks, ďut iŶ tǁo houƌs. AŶd I thiŶk that ǁe aƌe ďeiŶg pƌessuƌed 

iŶto giǀiŶg aŶsǁeƌs soŵetiŵes that ǁe ƌegƌet. It s͛ too easǇ to pƌess the SeŶd ďuttoŶ. 

 

What adǀiĐe do you haǀe for ŶoǀiĐe laǁyers aďout oǀerĐoŵiŶg tiŵe pressures iŶ a legal 

professioŶal settiŶg? 

 

Well, I thiŶk theǇ͛ƌe iŶ a diffiĐult positioŶ ďeĐause theǇ͛ƌe at the ďottoŵ of the food ĐhaiŶ aŶd 

theǇ͛ƌe ďeiŶg told ďǇ usuallǇ it ǁoƌks oŶ the ďasis that paƌtŶeƌ to seŶioƌ assoĐiate to juŶioƌ 

assoĐiate to the tƌaiŶee, aŶd the tƌaiŶee s͛ gettiŶg a lot of pƌessuƌe doǁŶ the liŶe to Đoŵe up ǁith 

the aŶsǁeƌ. Hoǁ do theǇ Đope? Well, I thiŶk that s͛ a ƌeal ĐhalleŶge ďeĐause I thiŶk the ŵoƌe seŶioƌ 

Ǉou get, the ŵoƌe Ǉou foƌget that Ǉou ǁeƌe ǇouŶg oŶĐe aŶd that Ǉou ĐaŶ͛t just iŶstaŶtlǇ fiŶd the 

aŶsǁeƌ. AŶd that s͛ the fasĐiŶatiŶg thiŶg aďout laǁ. Soŵetiŵes the ǀeƌǇ fƌustƌatiŶg thiŶg is that Ǉou 

ĐaŶ͛t aĐtuallǇ fiŶd the aŶsǁeƌ stƌaight aǁaǇ. 

 

But that paƌtiĐulaƌ tƌaiŶee ŵust just do theiƌ utŵost to at least keep the juŶioƌ assoĐiate, usuallǇ 

that s͛ the ǁaǇ it ǁoƌks iŶ a laǁ fiƌŵ, appƌised of ǁhat theǇ͛ǀe fouŶd so faƌ aŶd doŶ͛t keep it all ďaĐk 

uŶtil the ǀeƌǇ last ŵoŵeŶt. 
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AgaiŶ, people eǆpeĐt ŵe… If theǇ͛ƌe ƌeasoŶaďle aŶd it s͛ a tƌiĐkǇ ŵatteƌ, theǇ haǀe to ďe, aĐĐept that 

it s͛ Ŷot goiŶg to ďe aŶ aŶsǁeƌ that Ǉou ĐaŶ giǀe stƌaight aǁaǇ, ďut if Ǉou giǀe theŵ at least aŶ 

iŶstalŵeŶt, it s͛ Ŷot suĐh a ďad thiŶg ďǇ saǇiŶg, ͚Well, look, this is ǁhat I͛ǀe fouŶd so faƌ. I͛ŵ doiŶg a 

ďit ŵoƌe ƌeseaƌĐh iŶ this paƌtiĐulaƌ aƌea .͛ The ĐlieŶts aƌe Ƌuite happǇ ǁith that. 


