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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What ŵakes good legal ǁritiŶg iŶ EŶglish? 

 

I thiŶk the keǇ faĐt is Ǉou Ŷeed to thiŶk aďout good legal ǁƌitiŶg iŶ EŶglish is Ǉou haǀe to aŶsǁeƌ the 

ƋuestioŶ. Whateǀeƌ the ƋuestioŶ ŵaǇ ďe that Ǉouƌ ĐlieŶt is askiŶg oƌ that the Đouƌt is askiŶg oƌ 

ǁhateǀeƌ, Ǉou haǀe to aŶsǁeƌ the ƋuestioŶ. You haǀe to do it, ŵost of the tiŵe, ƌelatiǀelǇ ĐleaƌlǇ. 

You Ŷeed to ďe aďle to ŵake Ǉouƌ poiŶts iŶ a Đleaƌ aŶd suĐĐiŶĐt ŵaŶŶeƌ aŶd logiĐallǇ tie theŵ 

togetheƌ. You ĐaŶ͛t just ďouŶĐe all oǀeƌ the plaĐe oƌ Ǉou just ĐoŶfuse people. 

 

You also Ŷeed to uŶdeƌstaŶd iŶ ǁhat ĐoŶteǆt the ƋuestioŶ is ďeiŶg asked. OfteŶtiŵes ŶoǁadaǇs, 

theƌe aƌe ǀeƌǇ feǁ foƌŵal opiŶioŶs that aƌe ďeiŶg ǁƌitteŶ, that aƌe ďeiŶg ƌeƋuested foƌ people. 

What people ƌeallǇ ǁaŶt aƌe ƋuiĐk aŶd diƌtǇ aŶsǁeƌs as to ͚CaŶ I do this?͛, ͚Should I Ŷot do this?͛, oƌ 

͚Should I do A iŶ optioŶ A, B oƌ C?͛ TheǇ aƌe askiŶg theiƌ laǁǇeƌ, ͚Tell ŵe ǁhiĐh optioŶ is ďest͛. AŶd 

so, if theǇ͛ƌe seŶdiŶg Ǉou aŶ eŵail, oƌ theǇ͛ƌe just talkiŶg to Ǉou oŶ the phoŶe, theǇ pƌoďaďlǇ ǁaŶt a 

pƌettǇ ƋuiĐk aŶsǁeƌ. TheǇ͛ƌe Ŷot goiŶg to eǆpeĐt Ǉou to speŶd a ǁeek aŶd a half ƌeseaƌĐhiŶg the 

suďjeĐt aŶd theŶ get theŵ ďaĐk to theŵ. TheǇ ǁaŶt soŵethiŶg ďaĐk pƌoďaďlǇ ǁithiŶ the eŶd of the 

daǇ oƌ the ǀeƌǇ Ŷeǆt ŵoƌŶiŶg. So theƌe is a lot of pƌessuƌe oŶ attoƌŶeǇs Ŷoǁ to giǀe fast aŶsǁeƌs. 

 

What are the differeŶĐes ďetǁeeŶ aĐadeŵiĐ aŶd professioŶal ǁritiŶg? 

 

I thiŶk iŶ aŶ aĐadeŵiĐ settiŶg, Ǉou do haǀe the ďeŶefit of ŵoƌe tiŵe. So Ǉou ĐaŶ saǇ I aŵ goiŶg to 

speŶd thƌee ŵoŶths oƌ fouƌ ŵoŶths ƌeseaƌĐhiŶg this, I͛ŵ goiŶg to haǀe otheƌ people help ŵe ǁith 

the ƌeseaƌĐh, thiŶgs like that. IŶ a pƌofessioŶal settiŶg, Ǉou usuallǇ ǁoŶ͛t haǀe so ŵuĐh tiŵe. It ǁill 

ďe, agaiŶ, ǀeƌǇ… TheǇ͛ll ǁaŶt a ƋuiĐk aŶsǁeƌ. TheǇ͛ll ǁaŶt soŵethiŶg ǁhiĐh aĐtuallǇ, pƌoďaďlǇ ties 

to a speĐifiĐ situatioŶ; a ƌeal-life ďusiŶess situatioŶ. AŶd Ǉou ĐaŶ͛t giǀe ofteŶtiŵes a huŶdƌed peƌ 

ĐeŶt aŶsǁeƌ ďeĐause Ǉou doŶ͛t kŶoǁ ǁhat the otheƌ peƌsoŶ oƌ the otheƌ side is goiŶg to ďe 

thiŶkiŶg. But Ǉou Ŷeed to giǀe a ǀeƌǇ pƌaĐtiĐal aŶsǁeƌ, ͚Well, Ǉou ĐaŶ do this, ďut I thiŶk Ǉouƌ 

ĐhaŶĐes of gettiŶg sued aƌe oŶlǇ fiǀe peƌ ĐeŶt, doŶ͛t ǁoƌƌǇ aďout it͛, oƌ ͚Yes, this is aĐtuallǇ a ƌeallǇ 

ďig ƌisk. I doŶ͛t thiŶk Ǉou should do this. Oƌ if Ǉou do, ďe pƌepaƌed to ďe sued ǀeƌǇ sooŶ afteƌ 

ďeĐause ǁe kŶoǁ Ǉouƌ Đoŵpetitoƌs aƌe ǁatĐhiŶg Ǉou oŶ this ŵatteƌ͛, oƌ soŵethiŶg like that. 
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IŶ a pƌofessioŶal seŶse, Ǉou͛ƌe Ŷot goiŶg to ďe aďle to haǀe ŵuĐh tiŵe to do ƌeseaƌĐh. TheǇ͛ƌe goiŶg 

to eǆpeĐt Ǉou to ďe aďle to ƌespoŶd ǀeƌǇ ƋuiĐklǇ. IŶ aĐadeŵia, Ǉou haǀe as ŵuĐh tiŵe as Ǉou ǁaŶt, 

ƌeallǇ. So, ǀeƌǇ, ǀeƌǇ diffeƌeŶt. 

 

What adǀiĐe do you haǀe for studeŶts ǁho are learŶiŶg legal ǁritiŶg iŶ EŶglish? 

 

OŶe thiŶg is, if Ǉou͛ƌe doiŶg it iŶ EŶglish, Ǉou Ŷeed to ƌeallǇ ďe doiŶg it iŶ EŶglish. You ĐaŶ͛t ďe 

thiŶkiŶg iŶ ChiŶese aŶd theŶ tƌaŶslatiŶg it iŶ Ǉouƌ ŵiŶd aŶd theŶ ǁƌitiŶg it doǁŶ. The gƌaŵŵaƌ is 

goiŶg to all ďe ŵessed up. Youƌ thoughts aƌe Ŷot goiŶg to ďe ĐoheƌeŶt aĐƌoss the page. You͛ƌe goiŶg 

to haǀe to ƌeallǇ thiŶk iŶ EŶglish aŶd Đollaďoƌate ǁith soŵeoŶe ǁho s͛ a Ŷatiǀe EŶglish speakeƌ to 

ƌead it aŶd see if it still ŵakes seŶse lateƌ oŶ, oƌ ǁhetheƌ thiŶgs Ŷeed to ďe ƌeoƌgaŶized, oƌ 

soŵethiŶg like that. BeĐause espeĐiallǇ Ǉou kŶoǁ heƌe iŶ HoŶg KoŶg, Ǉou͛ǀe got thƌee diffeƌeŶt 

laŶguages at least goiŶg oŶ at the saŵe tiŵe. VeƌǇ feǁ people aƌe used to ŵakiŶg a ĐoheƌeŶt legal 

aƌguŵeŶt. 

 

You staƌt ǁith the laǁ, aŶd theŶ Ǉou ŵoǀe to Ǉouƌ faĐts, see hoǁ Ǉouƌ faĐts tie iŶ to the laǁ oƌ the 

pƌeǀious ĐoŵŵoŶ laǁ oƌ the Đases, aŶd theŶ Ǉou ƌeaĐh a ƌesult as to ǁhǇ Ǉouƌ situatioŶ ǁill go the 

saŵe ǁaǇ as the Đases oƌ go iŶ a diffeƌeŶt ǁaǇ. The stƌuĐtuƌe is siŵple, ďut ŵakiŶg suƌe that it s͛ 

easilǇ ĐoŵŵuŶiĐataďle, ŵakiŶg suƌe that people ĐaŶ ƌead it aŶd uŶdeƌstaŶd ǁhat Ǉou͛ƌe gettiŶg at, 

ǁhat Ǉouƌ logiĐ is, aŶd ǁhat s͛ iŵpoƌtaŶt, ǁhat s͛ Ŷot iŵpoƌtaŶt is Ƌuite a taleŶt, I thiŶk. It takes 

pƌaĐtiĐe. PƌaĐtiĐe is good. You ǁaŶt to ŵake suƌe that Ǉou͛ǀe ǁƌitteŶ siŵple aƌguŵeŶts ďefoƌe Ǉou 

ŵoǀe oŶ to ŵoƌe Đoŵpleǆ aƌguŵeŶts. DoŶ͛t staƌt ďǇ aŶalǇziŶg the ŵost Đoŵpleǆ laǁ. PƌaĐtise fiƌst. 

AŶd use Ǉouƌ fƌieŶds, use Ǉouƌ pƌofessoƌs to ƌeallǇ ďouŶĐe ideas off of theŵ. 


