
MR MICHAEL LIN ;2Ϳ: MY COMPOSING PROCESS 

 

 

TraŶsĐript 

As a pateŶt attorŶey, ǁhat are the kiŶds of opiŶioŶs that you ǁrite? 

 

OŶe ǁould ďe a pateŶtaďilitǇ opiŶioŶ. I͛ŵ a pateŶt attorŶeǇ, so ǁhat I aŵ ofteŶ asked is aŶ iŶǀeŶtor 

Đoŵes to ŵe aŶd saǇs, ͚I͛ǀe got this Ŷeǁ iŶǀeŶtioŶ. It s͛ this ǁidget. It does X, Y aŶd Z. I ǁaŶt to file a 

pateŶt for it. What do I do?͛ AŶd theŶ I Ŷeed to aŶalǇze it to saǇ, ͚OkaǇ. Is it Ŷeǁ? Is it Ŷoǀel? Is there 

aŶ iŶǀeŶtiǀe step or is there soŵethiŶg surprisiŶg aďout it? AŶd ǁhat s͛ its ĐoŵŵerĐial ǁorth? 

What s͛ it goiŶg to ďe sold for? Hoǁ are Ǉou goiŶg to ŵake ŵoŶeǇ out of this? What s͛ the teĐhŶiĐal 

ǀalue or ĐoŵŵerĐial ǀalue of this?͛ 

 

The seĐoŶd tǇpe of opiŶioŶ that I do is a freedoŵ to operate opiŶioŶ, ǁhere a ĐoŵpaŶǇ ǁill Đoŵe to 

ŵe aŶd saǇ, ͚This is the Ŷeǁ produĐt ǁe ǁaŶt to sell. We ǁaŶt to ŵake sure that it doesŶ͛t iŶfriŶge 

aŶǇ of our Đoŵpetitors͛ pateŶts or other people s͛ pateŶts iŶ the US or ChiŶa or Europe or 

ǁhereǀer .͛ We͛ll theŶ take a look at that. We͛ll do a searĐh for their Đoŵpetitors͛ pateŶts. AŶd theŶ 

ǁe͛ll aŶalǇze that artiĐle ǁith respeĐt to the eleŵeŶts of the other pateŶts to fiŶd out ǁhether it 

falls ǁithiŶ. AŶd theŶ ǁe͛ll reŶder aŶ opiŶioŶ ǁhiĐh saǇs either ͚Yes, Ǉou͛re free to do it, ǁe didŶ͛t 

fiŶd aŶǇthiŶg that s͛ eǀeŶ Đlose͛; usuallǇ ͚Well, there s͛ a feǁ thiŶgs that are Đlose, ďut Ǉou͛re still 

okaǇ ,͛ or soŵetiŵes ǁe͛ll saǇ, ͚It s͛ reallǇ a ďig legal risk if Ǉou sell this. You proďaďlǇ doŶ͛t ǁaŶt to do 

it͛. 

 

Hoǁ do you orgaŶize your eŶǀiroŶŵeŶt to produĐe your ďest ǁork? 

 

MiŶiŵize distraĐtioŶs. Make sure I haǀe all the ŵaterials I Ŷeed iŶ froŶt of ŵe. I ŵaǇ plaǇ soŵe 

ŵusiĐ oŶ ŵǇ phoŶe or soŵethiŶg like that iŶ ŵǇ offiĐe. OfteŶtiŵes, I͛ll Đlose the door to ŵake sure 

that people doŶ͛t kŶoĐk oŶ ŵǇ door aŶd Đoŵe iŶ aŶd iŶterrupt ŵǇ traiŶ of thought. TǇpiĐallǇ, I ǁill 

also do it… I͛ll either start it first thiŶg iŶ the ŵorŶiŶg, or ŵost tiŵes I͛ll speŶd it right after luŶĐh 

ďeĐause ǁhat I͛ll do is I͛ll take Đare of all ŵǇ eŵails iŶ the ŵorŶiŶg, aŶd that ǁaǇ I ǁoŶ͛t ďe thiŶkiŶg 

aďout eŵails ǁhile I͛ŵ trǇiŶg to ǁrite ŵǇ opiŶioŶ. I͛ǀe takeŶ Đare of all that, I͛ll go to luŶĐh, I͛ll Đoŵe 

ďaĐk, aŶd theŶ I͛ll just iŵŵediatelǇ start ǁritiŶg. 
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Are there aŶy speĐifiĐ strategies, aĐtiǀities, tools or settiŶgs that you use to do your ďest ǁork? 

 

I thiŶk the plaŶŶiŶg is iŵportaŶt. I ŵeaŶ ofteŶtiŵes ďefore I start ǁritiŶg aŶ opiŶioŶ, usuallǇ the daǇ 

ďefore, I͛ll sit there for fiǀe ŵiŶutes aŶd thiŶk, ͚OkaǇ. Do I haǀe the draǁiŶgs that I Ŷeed? Do I haǀe 

the teĐhŶiĐal eǆplaŶatioŶ that I Ŷeed? Do I haǀe the aĐtual ĐorreĐt searĐh that I Ŷeed? Are there aŶǇ 

holes iŶ the searĐh?͛ Or soŵethiŶg like that. 

 

After I fiŶish ǁritiŶg it, I͛ll alǁaǇs put it aside, go haǀe diŶŶer, or sleep oŶ it, aŶd theŶ read it the 

Ŷeǆt daǇ after I haǀe doŶe soŵethiŶg ǁhiĐh is ĐoŵpletelǇ uŶrelated, so that I ĐaŶ look at it ǁith a 

fresh set of eǇes. AŶd theŶ, ofteŶtiŵes, that s͛ ǁheŶ I͛ll ĐatĐh I ǁrote soŵethiŶg iŶ a ǀerǇ straŶge 

phraseologǇ. Or I͛ll do a spell ĐheĐk aŶd I͛ll realize ͚priŶĐipal͛ ǁas spelt as the head of the sĐhool, Ŷot 

the ͚priŶĐiple͛ idea, or soŵethiŶg like that. 

 

ProofreadiŶg is ǀerǇ iŵportaŶt ďeĐause ǁhateǀer Ǉou seŶd out there, ǁhateǀer Ǉou post, 

represeŶts Ǉou as a persoŶ, right? AŶd it s͛ a loss of faĐe if Ǉou haǀe sillǇ errors iŶ there. AŶd it Đould 

also get Ǉou iŶto legal trouďle too. 

 

What adǀiĐe do you haǀe for studeŶts aďout adoptiŶg a produĐtiǀe proĐess? 

 

I thiŶk espeĐiallǇ studeŶts ŶoǁadaǇs, theǇ haǀe so ŵaŶǇ distraĐtioŶs. You kŶoǁ Ǉou͛ǀe got all Ǉour 

soĐial ŵedia, Ǉou͛ǀe got Ǉour phoŶe, Ǉou͛ǀe got Ǉour IŶstagraŵ aŶd Whatsapp aŶd SŶapĐhat aŶd 

eǀerǇthiŶg goiŶg oŶ at the saŵe tiŵe. I thiŶk that for people ǁho are used to suĐh soĐial 

iŶteraĐtioŶs all the tiŵe, Ǉou doŶ͛t ǁaŶt to haǀe that distraĐtiŶg Ǉou ǁheŶ Ǉou͛re ǁritiŶg. So Ǉou 

proďaďlǇ ǁaŶt to take Ǉour phoŶe, turŶ it off, stiĐk it iŶ the draǁer or ǁhateǀer. 


