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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What ŵakes a good oral legal arguŵeŶt iŶ EŶglish iŶ professioŶal settiŶgs? 

 

Well, I thiŶk if Ǉou͛ƌe talkiŶg aďout a Đouƌt settiŶg, ďut eǀeŶ if Ǉou͛ƌe talkiŶg aďout speakiŶg to a 

ĐlieŶt oƌ to Ǉouƌ iŶstƌuĐtiŶg soliĐitoƌ iŶ a ĐoŶfeƌeŶĐe, ǁhat Ǉou haǀe to do eǀeƌǇ tiŵe is keep it 

siŵple. You doŶ͛t ǁaŶt to adopt the soƌt of laŶguage that the Ŷoƌŵal peƌsoŶ doesŶ͛t uŶdeƌstaŶd 

ďeĐause, eƋuallǇ, judges doŶ͛t alǁaǇs ǁaŶt that tǇpe of laŶguage, so just keep it siŵple, keep the 

issue siŵple, aŶd if Ǉou keep the issue siŵple, theŶ the laŶguage Đoŵes ǁith it. I thiŶk if Ǉou 

oǀeƌĐoŵpliĐate Ǉouƌ issues iŶ Ǉouƌ head, that s͛ ǁheŶ the laŶguage ďeĐoŵes fluffǇ aŶd ǁheŶ Ǉou 

staƌt to seaƌĐh foƌ ǁoƌds. AŶd ǁheŶ Ǉou staƌt to seaƌĐh foƌ ǁoƌds, that s͛ ǁheŶ Ǉou look as if Ǉou͛ƌe 

Ŷot ďeiŶg ĐoŶǀiŶĐiŶg. 

 

As a legal professioŶal, ǁhat are you lookiŶg for iŶ oral legal arguŵeŶts? 

 

I ǁaŶt to kŶoǁ iŵŵediatelǇ ǁhat soŵeďodǇ ǁaŶts. I ǁaŶt that upfƌoŶt. I ǁaŶt to kŶoǁ that 

ďeĐause theŶ I kŶoǁ ǁheƌe I thiŶk soŵeoŶe is goiŶg ǁith theiƌ aƌguŵeŶts, so I ǁaŶt to kŶoǁ ǁhat 

theǇ ǁaŶt aŶd ǁhǇ theǇ saǇ theǇ ĐaŶ get it, aŶd theŶ I ǁaŶt theŵ to ďe upfƌoŶt ǁith the huƌdles 

that theǇ͛ǀe got to ŵeet. Whetheƌ that s͛ a legal huƌdle oƌ a faĐtual huƌdle, I ǁaŶt to kŶoǁ that 

theǇ͛ǀe addƌessed those aŶd that theǇ ĐaŶ tuƌŶ aƌouŶd aŶd saǇ, ͚OpposiŶg CouŶsel ǁill saǇ X, ďut 

ǁe saǇ iŶ aŶsǁeƌ to that Y .͛ AŶd I ǁaŶt to see that aŶd I ǁaŶt to see that theǇ͛ǀe addƌessed it. I 

doŶ͛t ǁaŶt to see that theǇ͛ƌe aǀoidiŶg the issues that iŶeǀitaďlǇ aƌe goiŶg to Đoŵe up aŶd that 

theǇ͛ƌe goiŶg to ďe asked ďǇ a judge. 

 

What ǁere the ŵaiŶ ĐhalleŶges that you eŶĐouŶtered ǁheŶ learŶiŶg to preseŶt legal arguŵeŶt 

orally aŶd hoǁ did you oǀerĐoŵe theŵ? 

 

Well, I thiŶk Ŷeƌǀes, defiŶitelǇ. AŶd I thiŶk people should ƌeŵeŵďeƌ that eǀeŶ as seŶioƌ ĐouŶsel, Ǉou 

ĐaŶ ďe Ŷeƌǀous. That is soŵethiŶg Ǉou Ŷeed to addƌess aŶd Ǉou Ŷeed to aĐĐept the faĐt that it s͛ 

healthǇ to ďe Ŷeƌǀous. 

 

I leaƌŶed to ďƌeathe. I thiŶk that s͛ a keǇ poiŶt of oƌal adǀoĐaĐǇ. Get oŶto Ǉouƌ feet, ďƌeathe, 
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iŶtƌoduĐe ǁhat Ǉou͛ƌe goiŶg to iŶtƌoduĐe. If theƌe͛s a ƋuestioŶ, ďƌeathe. ThiŶk aďout ǁhat the 

ƋuestioŶ is, leaƌŶ hoǁ to ask foƌ aŶ illustƌatioŶ of ǁhat it is that the judge ŵaǇ ǁaŶt oƌ leaƌŶ hoǁ to 

iŶteƌpƌet ǁhat it ƌeallǇ is that Ǉouƌ oppositioŶ is saǇiŶg. ThiŶk aďout it, doŶ͛t shoot fƌoŵ the hip. 

AŶd ĐeƌtaiŶlǇ, eŶgage Ǉouƌ ďƌaiŶ ďefoƌe Ǉou eŶgage Ǉouƌ ŵouth. 

 

What adǀiĐe do you haǀe for studeŶts ǁho are learŶiŶg oral legal arguŵeŶt? 

 

PƌepaƌatioŶ is aďsolutelǇ eǀeƌǇthiŶg ďeĐause if Ǉou kŶoǁ Ǉouƌ Đase, Ǉou ǁill ďe less Ŷeƌǀous, Ǉou 

ǁill ďe ƌeadǇ foƌ the ƋuestioŶs that aƌe ĐoŵiŶg at Ǉou fƌoŵ the ďeŶĐh, Ǉou ǁill ďe ƌeadǇ foƌ Ǉouƌ 

oppositioŶ. So, a lot of oƌal adǀoĐaĐǇ Đoŵes fƌoŵ the pƌepaƌatioŶ that Ǉou put iŶto it ďefoƌehaŶd. 

 

You ĐaŶŶot ďe oŶ Ǉouƌ feet aŶd ŵakiŶg aŶ aƌguŵeŶt uŶless Ǉou͛ǀe deĐided ǁhat Ǉouƌ aƌguŵeŶt is. 

AŶd Ǉou ĐaŶ oŶlǇ do that if Ǉou leaƌŶ to stƌip it doǁŶ to its ďaƌe ďoŶes ďeĐause Ǉou ĐaŶ Ŷeǀeƌ ďe 

too siŵple. 

 

What ĐaŶ studeŶts do to learŶ ďetter oral adǀoĐaĐy skills iŶ EŶglish? 

 

I thiŶk, fiƌst aŶd foƌeŵost, theǇ haǀe to iŵpƌoǀe theiƌ oǁŶ EŶglish, aŶd that doesŶ͛t ŵatteƌ ǁhetheƌ 

Ǉou͛ƌe aŶ EŶglish speakeƌ oƌ ǁhetheƌ it s͛ Ǉouƌ seĐoŶd laŶguage. ListeŶiŶg to otheƌ people ǁho 

speak ǁell aŶd ǁho adǀoĐate ǁell is ŵost pƌoďaďlǇ the easiest ǁaǇ to do it. But if I ǁas a ŶoŶ-

EŶglish speakeƌ, I ǁould ďe saǇiŶg to studeŶts: listeŶ to the Ŷeǁs, listeŶ to ǁoƌld affaiƌs. It eduĐates 

Ǉou at the saŵe tiŵe. It ďƌiŶgs Ǉou up to date ǁith the soƌt of people Ǉou͛ƌe goiŶg to ďe ŵiǆiŶg 

ǁith, ďut also it s͛ alǁaǇs Đleaƌ aŶd ĐoŶĐise EŶglish. AŶd theŶ, seĐoŶdlǇ, I ǁould ŵake suƌe that I go 

to Đouƌt a lot. I ǁould ǁaŶt to see a lot of diffeƌeŶt appliĐatioŶs. I ǁould like to see lots of diffeƌeŶt 

leǀels of appliĐatioŶ, so that Ǉou ĐaŶ see people iŶ ǀaƌious stages of theiƌ Đaƌeeƌ aŶd kŶoǁ ǁhat Ǉou 

ǁaŶt to aspiƌe to. 


