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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What is the proĐess that you go through to produĐe your ďest ǁork? 

 

I ĐeƌtaiŶly ŵake suƌe that I’ŵ oŶ ŵy oǁŶ. AŶd I ŵake suƌe… I like to ǁoƌk iŶ ŵy offiĐe oƌ Đhaŵďeƌs. I 

alǁays Đleaƌ the desk. I ǁill oŶly haǀe the papeƌs foƌ the Đase I’ŵ doiŶg oŶ the desk. AŶd eǀeŶ 

though it’s this day aŶd age, I staƌt ďy ǁƌitiŶg ďy haŶd. So, ǁhat I’ŵ lookiŶg to do is, fiƌstly, skiŵ 

thƌough the papeƌs, just to see ƌoughly ǁhat I’ǀe got, ŵake suƌe I’ǀe got eǀeƌythiŶg I Ŷeed, aŶd I’ǀe 

got iŶ ŵy head alƌeady ŵy iŶstƌuĐtioŶs. 

 

AŶd ǁhat I teŶd to do is, I haǀe a staĐk of ƌough papeƌ aŶd I sĐƌiďďle as I’ŵ ƌeadiŶg. AŶd ŵost of the 

tiŵe, I Ŷeǀeƌ ƌead it agaiŶ. It goes iŶ the ďiŶ. But I’ŵ sĐƌiďďliŶg aŶd it’s the pƌoĐess of just ǁƌitiŶg 

soŵethiŶg doǁŶ as I’ŵ doiŶg it, that soƌt of helps ŵe staƌt to Đleaƌ thiŶgs aǁay, aŶd I do alŵost 

Ŷeǀeƌ ƌead it agaiŶ. It ǁill Ŷoƌŵally ďe Đleaƌed aǁay, ďut theŶ I’ll haǀe aŶ idea of ǁheƌe I’ŵ goiŶg. 

AŶd agaiŶ, to ŵe, the issue is to Đleaƌ aǁay all of the iƌƌeleǀaŶĐies aŶd get ƌight doǁŶ to the Đoƌe. 

 

I’ll do the legal ƌeseaƌĐh oƌ the fiƌst ďlush legal ƌeseaƌĐh, aŶd see hoǁ that fits ǁith ǁhat I haǀe Ŷoǁ 

aŶalyzed the Đase to ďe. TheŶ, aŶd oŶly theŶ, if I thiŶk I’ǀe got a fit, do I staƌt to ǁƌite the aĐtual 

adǀiĐe oƌ opiŶioŶ oƌ suďŵissioŶ that I’ŵ goiŶg to ǁƌite. 

 

AŶd to staƌt ǁith, I ǁill put aŶythiŶg doǁŶ that iŶstiŶĐtiǀely I feel is ƌight ďeĐause it ďƌeaks the 

ďaƌƌieƌ. People teŶd to ǁaŶt to ďe peƌfeĐt aŶd theŶ ǁƌite. You ŵustŶ’t do that. EǀeŶ if it’s a load of 

ƌuďďish, ǁƌite aŶythiŶg doǁŶ. That’s Ŷot ǁhat youƌ fiŶal pƌoduĐt ǁill ďe. Most pƌoďaďly, youƌ fiŶal 

pƌoduĐt ǁill haǀe ŶothiŶg iŶ that, ďut goiŶg to the Đoŵputeƌ aŶd ǁƌitiŶg soŵethiŶg aŶd just 

ďƌeakiŶg that hold that it has oŶ you is ƌeally iŵpoƌtaŶt. But oŶĐe I’ǀe got ǁhat I thiŶk I ǁaŶt, I leaǀe 

it aloŶe Đoŵpletely aŶd I leaǀe it foƌ at least a day. If I’ǀe got the tiŵe, I’ll leaǀe it loŶgeƌ. AŶd I Đoŵe 

ďaĐk aŶd ƌead it aŶd see if it ŵakes aŶy seŶse ǁhatsoeǀeƌ. TheŶ I ŵay tǁeak it aŶd I ŵay tǁeak the 

style a ďit, so that it’s ŵoƌe palataďle foƌ ǁhoeǀeƌ it’s goiŶg to, the aĐtual peƌsoŶ, as opposed to the 

Đategoƌy of peƌsoŶ it’s goiŶg to. 
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What adǀiĐe do you haǀe for students aďout adopting a produĐtiǀe proĐess? 

 

AĐtually, I thiŶk the ďiggest tip I ǁould giǀe is this: ŵake suƌe you haǀe eǀeƌythiŶg you ǁaŶt. It’s 

ofteŶ the Đase that you sit doǁŶ aŶd you haǀeŶ’t aĐtually got all the iŶfoƌŵatioŶ. You haǀeŶ’t got, 

peƌhaps, a ďook oŶ ĐoŶtƌaĐt at haŶd, aŶd theŶ the teŵptatioŶ is to soƌt of leap oǀeƌ that aŶd Đaƌƌy 

oŶ ƌegaƌdless ǁithout douďle-ĐheĐkiŶg soŵethiŶg. AŶd the thought pƌoĐess iŶ laǁ is: theƌe aƌe so 

ŵaŶy ǁays you ĐaŶ go aŶd so ŵaŶy taŶgeŶts you ĐaŶ go off oŶ that if you doŶ’t keep youƌself 

foĐussed, you ĐaŶ Đause youƌself tƌouďle aŶd ǀeƌy ŵaŶy ŵaŶ houƌs of doiŶg thiŶgs you shouldŶ’t 

Ŷeed to do. We’ǀe all ďeeŶ theƌe. We’ǀe all goŶe doǁŶ a path that’s takeŶ us tǁo oƌ thƌee days aŶd 

ƌealized that ǁas a Đoŵplete load of ƌuďďish aŶd ǁe didŶ’t Ŷeed to ďe doiŶg it. So, ŵake suƌe you 

haǀe aĐĐess to eǀeƌythiŶg you Ŷeed, ǁhetheƌ that’s oŶ the IŶteƌŶet oƌ ǁhetheƌ that’s iŶ Đhaŵďeƌs 

oƌ at ǁoƌk that has eǀeƌythiŶg aǀailaďle to you, aŶd theŶ you’ll ďe pƌoduĐtiǀe. AŶd you’ll do it 

ƋuiĐkly aŶd you ǁoŶ’t ďe uŶdeƌ pƌessuƌe ďeĐause ǁheŶ you’ƌe uŶdeƌ pƌessuƌe, that’s ǁheŶ it all 

goes ǁƌoŶg. 


