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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What ŵakes good legal writiŶg iŶ EŶglish? 

 

I thiŶk ǁhat ŵakes good legal ǁƌitiŶg iŶ EŶglish is that ǁe haǀe to fiƌst ideŶtifǇ the audieŶĐe, so that 

ǁheŶ ǁe ǁƌite, ǁe kŶoǁ ǁhat ǁe should foĐus oŶ, so ǁheŶ ǁe ǁƌite it, ǁe ǁould ǁƌite it iŶ a ǀeƌǇ 

ĐoŶĐise aŶd suĐĐiŶĐt ŵaŶŶeƌ, so that the people ƌeadiŶg it ĐaŶ get iŵŵediatelǇ ǁhat ǁe ǁould like 

to pƌeseŶt. Foƌ eǆaŵple, ǁheŶ ǁe ǁƌite aŶ eŵail to ĐlieŶts, the ĐlieŶts ŵaǇ just ǁaŶt to kŶoǁ the 

aŶsǁeƌ to the ƋuestioŶ oƌ the solutioŶ foƌ theŵ, ďut ǁheŶ ǁe ǁƌite to otheƌ legal adǀisoƌs of the 

otheƌ ĐlieŶts, ǁe ŵaǇ ďe aďle to use soŵe legal jaƌgoŶ to pƌeseŶt ouƌ ideas ĐleaƌlǇ, ďut that ŵaǇ Ŷot 

ďe possiďle to ĐlieŶts. 

 

How does legal writiŶg iŶ aŶ acadeŵic settiŶg differ froŵ that iŶ a professioŶal settiŶg? 

 

Foƌ aĐadeŵiĐ ǁƌitiŶg, I thiŶk it s͛ diffeƌeŶt fƌoŵ pƌofessioŶal ǁƌitiŶg iŶ the ǁoƌk ĐoŶteǆt, iŶ the seŶse 

that ǁheŶ ǁe pƌeseŶt ideas, theƌe is ŵoƌe ƌooŵ foƌ us to look foƌ otheƌ sĐholaƌs͛ opiŶioŶs aŶd 

theƌe is ŵoƌe spaĐe foƌ us to disĐuss the otheƌ opiŶioŶs fƌoŵ the otheƌ ĐoŶteǆts. But iŶ the ǁoƌk 

ĐoŶteǆt, ǁe ŵaǇ oŶlǇ haǀe liŵited tiŵe aŶd also liŵited spaĐe foƌ us to ǁƌite those opiŶioŶs out. 

We haǀe to ďe diƌeĐt iŶ the ǁoƌk ĐoŶteǆt. 

 

UsuallǇ iŶ the aĐadeŵiĐ settiŶg, ŵost ǁƌitiŶgs ǁe ǁƌite ǁould ďe the assigŶŵeŶts foƌ ouƌ 

assessŵeŶt puƌposes. The ďest thiŶg aďout those assigŶŵeŶts is to giǀe us soŵe pƌaĐtiĐe as to ǁhat 

ǁe ĐaŶ ǁƌite aŶd hoǁ ǁe should ǁƌite it pƌopeƌlǇ to the ƌight audieŶĐe. Foƌ eǆaŵple, ǁheŶ ǁe 

ǁƌite aŶ assigŶŵeŶt ďased oŶ aŶ essaǇ tǇpe ƋuestioŶ, ǁe usuallǇ folloǁ the foƌŵat as to the Issues, 

Rules, AppliĐatioŶ, aŶd CoŶĐlusioŶ. FolloǁiŶg this foƌŵat, ǁe ĐaŶ giǀe the audieŶĐe a pƌopeƌ 

stƌuĐtuƌe, so that theǇ ĐaŶ folloǁ ouƌ ideas ŵoƌe logiĐallǇ. 

 

What kiŶds of teǆts do Ǉou Ŷeed to write as a traiŶee solicitor aŶd what are the strategies that 

Ǉou use to ŵake a good teǆt? 

 

Most of the ǁƌitiŶgs ǁe haǀe to ǁƌite eǀeƌǇ daǇ aŶd the ŵost fƌeƋueŶt oŶes ǁould ďe the eŵails, 

eitheƌ to ĐlieŶts, to ouƌ supeƌǀisoƌs, oƌ to the otheƌ legal adǀisoƌs of the otheƌ paƌties. OŶe thiŶg 
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that ǁe haǀe to ƌeŵeŵďeƌ ǁheŶ ǁe ǁƌite eŵails ǁould ďe to tƌǇ to keep theŵ shoƌt, aŶd tƌǇ to 

keep the ƌeasoŶiŶg shoƌt as ǁell, ďut at the saŵe tiŵe, ǁe haǀe to pƌeseŶt the ideas ĐleaƌlǇ, so that 

ǁheŶ ouƌ ĐlieŶts oƌ the otheƌ paƌties ƌead theŵ, theǇ kŶoǁ ǁhat ouƌ staŶdpoiŶt ǁould ďe, ƌatheƌ 

thaŶ just telliŶg theŵ the ƌeasoŶiŶg ďehiŶd it. So, ǁe haǀe to take a staŶĐe ǁheŶ ǁe ǁƌite eŵails oƌ 

otheƌ adǀiĐe. 

 

So, iŶ this settiŶg, the ĐoŶteŶt ǁould ďe ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt, ďut at the saŵe tiŵe, the stƌuĐtuƌe of the 

eŵail oƌ the ǁƌitiŶg ǁould ďe ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt too, ďeĐause it guides the audieŶĐe to ƌead it as to 

ĐoŶteŶt, so that theǇ ĐaŶ keep it step ďǇ step. AŶd ŵoƌe iŵpoƌtaŶtlǇ, iŶ a pƌofessioŶal settiŶg, the 

details ǁould ďe ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt as ǁell. Foƌ eǆaŵple, theƌe should ďe Ŷo tǇpos, this kiŶd of thiŶg. 

 

How do Ǉou keep coŶteŶt coŶcise? 

 

The fiƌst thiŶg ǁould ďe I haǀe to ideŶtifǇ ǁhat is the foĐus of the paƌagƌaph oƌ eǀeŶ the ǁhole 

aƌtiĐle, so that I ǁould diffeƌeŶtiate ǁhat aƌe the pƌiŶĐiples that aƌe ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt that I ŵust 

iŶĐlude iŶ a passage, aŶd also ǁhat aƌe those eǆaŵples that aƌe ƌeleǀaŶt, so I haǀe to stƌike a 

ďalaŶĐe ďetǁeeŶ pƌeseŶtiŶg the theoƌies aŶd also the eǆaŵples iŶ suppoƌtiŶg the theoƌies. The 

seĐoŶd ǁaǇ ǁould ďe to tƌǇ to keep soŵe eǆpƌessioŶs shoƌt. Foƌ eǆaŵple, foƌ laǁ studeŶts, ǁe 

usuallǇ use soŵe legal jaƌgoŶ oƌ theƌe aƌe ǁoƌds that ǁe ĐaŶ keep theŵ shoƌt. Foƌ eǆaŵple, ǁe 

ǁould saǇ ͚suďseƋueŶt to͛ ƌatheƌ thaŶ ͚afteƌ͛ oƌ ͚iŶ oƌdeƌ to͛ ƌatheƌ thaŶ ͚to .͛ These kiŶds of 

eǆpƌessioŶs, soŵetiŵes ǁe aƌe Ŷot ŵiŶdful to keep theŵ shoƌt, ďut ǁheŶ Ǉou haǀe to Đut ǁoƌds to 

ŵeet the ǁoƌd liŵit, ǁe ǁill ďe ŵoƌe Đaƌeful aďout that. 

 


