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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

EN: Hi, ǁelĐoŵe ďaĐk. I’ŵ EƌiĐ aŶd this is the QuiĐk Guide to Legal WƌitiŶg. IŶ this episode, ǁe’ll talk 

aďout hoǁ to oƌgaŶize aŶ aŶsǁeƌ to a legal pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ. 

 

EN: BǇ the eŶd of this episode, Ǉou’ll leaƌŶ: hoǁ to oƌgaŶize Ǉouƌ aŶsǁeƌ at the ŵaĐƌo leǀel; aŶd 

hoǁ to oƌgaŶize at a ŵoƌe ŵiĐƌo leǀel: stƌuĐtuƌiŶg issues aŶd suď-issues ďǇ usiŶg IRAC iŶ a fleǆiďle 

ǁaǇ. At the ŵaĐƌo leǀel, the appƌoaĐh Ǉou take ǁill ďe deteƌŵiŶed ďǇ the desigŶ of the pƌoďleŵ 

ƋuestioŶ. You’ll Ŷeed to thiŶk aďout the faĐts Ǉou aƌe giǀeŶ, aŶd the aƌea of laǁ that is iŶǀolǀed. A 

ĐoŵŵoŶ appƌoaĐh is to oƌgaŶize the aŶsǁeƌ ďǇ legal aĐtioŶs oƌ ďǇ paƌties. Reŵeŵďeƌ ouƌ saŵple 

pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ, the Đase of SusaŶ aŶd the eǆplodiŶg haiƌ dƌǇeƌ? SusaŶ ǁas iŶjuƌed ǁheŶ the haiƌ 

dƌǇeƌ she ǁas usiŶg Đaught fiƌe. 

 

EN: She deĐided to sue ďoth the ƌetaileƌ, Haiƌ Goods, aŶd the ŵaŶufaĐtuƌeƌ of the haiƌ dƌǇeƌ, Haiƌ 

PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. Based oŶ this faĐt patteƌŶ, it seeŵs logiĐal to diǀide the aŶsǁeƌ iŶto tǁo paƌts, eaĐh 

foĐusiŶg oŶ a diffeƌeŶt aĐtioŶ: ŶegligeŶĐe aŶd ďƌeaĐh of ĐoŶtƌaĐt. EaĐh of these aĐtioŶs pits the 

plaiŶtiff, SusaŶ, agaiŶst a diffeƌeŶt poteŶtial defeŶdaŶt. AŶd, eaĐh aĐtioŶ ƌaises diffeƌeŶt legal issues 

aŶd a diffeƌeŶt set of ƌules that Ǉou’ll haǀe to applǇ to the faĐts ďefoƌe Ǉou ĐaŶ ƌeaĐh a ĐoŶĐlusioŶ. 

 

EN: So, oŶĐe Ǉou haǀe deĐided oŶ the oǀeƌall, ŵaĐƌo oƌgaŶizatioŶ of the aŶsǁeƌ, Ǉou ĐaŶ addƌess 

iŶdiǀidual legal issues usiŶg IRAC. As Ǉou’ll ƌeŵeŵďeƌ fƌoŵ episode ϭ, IRAC staŶds foƌ: Issue, Rule, 

AppliĐatioŶ, aŶd CoŶĐlusioŶ. IRAC is a useful tool foƌ pƌeseŶtiŶg legal aƌguŵeŶts aŶd is ŵeaŶt to ďe 

used iŶ a fleǆiďle ǁaǇ. Let’s go ďaĐk to SusaŶ’s stoƌǇ agaiŶ. Haǀe a look at hoǁ IRAC ĐaŶ ďe used to 

addƌess oŶe of the suď-issues iŶ the ŶegligeŶĐe aĐtioŶ. 

 

SL: HaǀiŶg estaďlished that Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. oǁes a dutǇ of Đaƌe to SusaŶ, the Ŷeǆt ƋuestioŶ is 

ǁhetheƌ Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. is iŶ ďƌeaĐh of that dutǇ. The appliĐaďle ƌule is that a ŵaŶufaĐtuƌeƌ 

ŵust take ƌeasoŶaďle Đaƌe iŶ ŵaŶufaĐtuƌiŶg a pƌoduĐt that is fit foƌ puƌpose ;Donoghue v 

Stevenson, Grant v Australian Knitting MillsͿ. IŶ this Đase, SusaŶ ǁould aƌgue that the 

iŶĐoŵpatiďilitǇ of the haiƌ dƌǇeƌ ǁith haiƌ pƌoduĐts ĐoŶtaiŶiŶg alĐohol is a desigŶ defeĐt. The 

ƌeasoŶaďle aŶd pƌudeŶt ŵaŶufaĐtuƌeƌ ǁould ĐoŶteŵplate that ĐoŶsuŵeƌs ǁould use a haiƌ dƌǇeƌ 

aloŶgside otheƌ haiƌ pƌoduĐts, uŶless theƌe ǁas a ǁaƌŶiŶg Ŷot to. Hoǁeǀeƌ, Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. did 
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Ŷot ĐautioŶ useƌs agaiŶst usiŶg the haiƌ dƌǇeƌ ǁith haiƌ pƌoduĐts ǁhiĐh ĐoŶtaiŶ alĐohol. The 

haiƌdƌǇeƌ’s defeĐt, Đoupled ǁith the laĐk of a ǁaƌŶiŶg, ƌeŶdeƌed the haiƌ dƌǇeƌ aŶ uŶsafe pƌoduĐt. 

HeŶĐe, it is likelǇ that SusaŶ ǁould ďe suĐĐessful iŶ estaďlishiŶg that, as a ŵaŶufaĐtuƌeƌ, Haiƌ 

PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. ďƌeaĐhed its dutǇ of Đaƌe to ĐoŶsuŵeƌs. 

 

EN: Heƌe, ǁe ĐleaƌlǇ see: Issue, Rule, AppliĐatioŶ aŶd CoŶĐlusioŶ, iŶ that oƌdeƌ. This is the ŵost 

ĐoŵŵoŶlǇ eǆpeĐted stƌuĐtuƌe, aŶd Ǉou should pƌoďaďlǇ use it ŵost of the tiŵe. AŶotheƌ possiďilitǇ 

ǁould ďe to foƌegƌouŶd the ĐoŶĐlusioŶ, ďǇ plaĐiŶg it iŵŵediatelǇ afteƌ the issue ŵoǀe, like this. 

See? Issue, CoŶĐlusioŶ, Rule aŶd AppliĐatioŶ. UsiŶg this oƌgaŶizatioŶ eŵphasizes the ĐoŶĐlusioŶ. 

Still, this isŶ’t the usuallǇ eǆpeĐted stƌuĐtuƌe, so Ǉou should use it spaƌiŶglǇ. 

 

EN: Soŵe issues, espeĐiallǇ ŵiŶoƌ suď-issues, do Ŷot Ŷeed a full aŶalǇsis usiŶg IRAC. Take a look at 

this eǆaŵple: 

 

SL: Thiƌd, the daŵage suffeƌed ďǇ SusaŶ ŵust ďe aĐtioŶaďle. IŶ this Đase, SusaŶ suffeƌed phǇsiĐal 

iŶjuƌǇ to heƌ peƌsoŶ, ǁhiĐh is aĐtioŶaďle as paƌt of peƌsoŶal iŶjuƌǇ. 

 

EN: Heƌe, Ǉou ĐaŶ see a suď-issue is ƌesolǀed iŶ a siŵple ǁaǇ: Issue fiƌst, theŶ CoŶĐlusioŶ. 

 

EN: OkaǇ, let’s ƌeǀieǁ. IŶ todaǇ’s episode, ǁe’ǀe talked aďout: oƌgaŶiziŶg Ǉouƌ aŶsǁeƌ at the ŵaĐƌo 

leǀel, ďǇ legal aĐtioŶs oƌ ďǇ paƌties; oƌgaŶiziŶg the aŶsǁeƌ at a ŵoƌe ŵiĐƌo leǀel ďǇ usiŶg IRAC iŶ a 

fleǆiďle ǁaǇ. We saǁ: the staŶdaƌd patteƌŶ: Issue, Rule, AppliĐatioŶ, CoŶĐlusioŶ; a foƌegƌouŶded 

ĐoŶĐlusioŶ: Issue, CoŶĐlusioŶ, Rule, AppliĐatioŶ; a ďƌief aŶalǇsis of a ŵiŶoƌ suď-issue: Issue, 

CoŶĐlusioŶ. 

 

EN: The IRAC stƌategǇ is a gƌeat plaĐe to staƌt, ďut doŶ’t fall iŶto the tƌap of applǇiŶg it too ƌigidlǇ. IŶ 

the Ŷeǆt episode, ǁe’ll look at the fiƌst ŵoǀe iŶ IRAC – the issue. StaǇ tuŶed! 


