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SL: Hi, ǁelĐoŵe ďaĐk. I͛ŵ SaďƌiŶa aŶd this is the QuiĐk Guide to Legal WƌitiŶg. IŶ this episode, Ǉou͛ll 

leaƌŶ the laŶguage Ǉou Ŷeed to ƌaise issues iŶ aŶ aŶsǁeƌ to a legal pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ. This is aŶ 

iŵpoƌtaŶt skill: ǁheŶ Ǉou͛ƌe aŶsǁeƌiŶg a pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ, ĐoƌƌeĐtlǇ ideŶtifǇiŶg aŶd ƌaisiŶg the 

issues displaǇs Ǉouƌ aďilitǇ to tƌaŶslate aŶ eǀeƌǇdaǇ situatioŶ iŶto the laŶguage of the poteŶtial legal 

pƌoďleŵs to ďe addƌessed. 

 

SL: IŶ this episode, Ǉou͛ll leaƌŶ tǁo diffeƌeŶt ǁaǇs of ƌaisiŶg issues: ϭͿ ƌaisiŶg the issue eǆpliĐitlǇ: 

usiŶg aŶ iŶdiƌeĐt ƋuestioŶ ǁith the ǁoƌd ͚ǁhetheƌ͛; ϮͿ ƌaisiŶg the issue iŵpliĐitlǇ: pƌoǀidiŶg a 

teŶtatiǀe opiŶioŶ usiŶg the ŵodal ͚ŵaǇ͛ aŶd otheƌ phƌases. 

 

SL: Let s͛ tuƌŶ to the eǆaŵple pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ that ǁe iŶtƌoduĐed iŶ episode ϭ, the Đase of SusaŶ 

aŶd the sizzliŶg haiƌ dƌǇeƌ. IŶ that pƌoďleŵ, SusaŶ suffeƌed phǇsiĐal iŶjuƌǇ ǁheŶ the haiƌdƌǇeƌ she 

ǁas usiŶg Đaused heƌ haiƌ to ĐatĐh fiƌe. 

 

SL: The keǇ issues aƌe: ϭͿ ǁhetheƌ Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co., the ŵaŶufaĐtuƌeƌ, is liaďle foƌ SusaŶ s͛ iŶjuƌǇ 

iŶ aŶ aĐtioŶ foƌ ŶegligeŶĐe; aŶd ϮͿ ǁhetheƌ Haiƌ Goods, the ƌetaileƌ, is liaďle foƌ SusaŶ s͛ iŶjuƌǇ iŶ aŶ 

aĐtioŶ foƌ ďƌeaĐh of ĐoŶtƌaĐt. 

 

SL: IŶ Ǉouƌ aŶsǁeƌ, Ǉou Đould iŶtƌoduĐe the issue iŶ aŶ eǆpliĐit ǁaǇ, like this: 

 

EN: The fiƌst issue to ďe ĐoŶsideƌed is ǁhetheƌ Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. is liaďle iŶ ŶegligeŶĐe foƌ SusaŶ s͛ 

iŶjuƌǇ. 

 

SL: This iŶdiƌeĐt ƋuestioŶ stƌuĐtuƌe uses a suďjeĐt, a ǀeƌď aŶd a depeŶdeŶt Đlause iŶtƌoduĐed ďǇ the 

ǁoƌd ͚ǁhetheƌ .͛ The ǁoƌd oƌdeƌ of the depeŶdeŶt Đlause is the saŵe as aŶ oƌdiŶaƌǇ seŶteŶĐe: 

suďjeĐt theŶ ǀeƌď. 

 

SL: A seĐoŶd ǁaǇ to iŶtƌoduĐe aŶ issue is to use a teŶtatiǀe opiŶioŶ, usiŶg the ŵodal ǀeƌď ͚ŵaǇ͛ oƌ 

͚ŵight ,͛ like this: 

 



 

P‘OBLEM QUESTION ANSWE‘S ;ϯͿ: THE ISSUE TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

 

EN: Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. ŵaǇ ďe liaďle iŶ ŶegligeŶĐe foƌ SusaŶ s͛ iŶjuƌǇ. 

 

SL: Heƌe, the issue is Ŷot eǆpliĐitlǇ sigŶaled. IŶstead, it is iŵpliĐitlǇ ƌaised ǁheŶ the teŶtatiǀe opiŶioŶ 

is pƌoǀided. Note the usage of the ŵodal ǀeƌď ͚ŵaǇ͛. Modal ǀeƌďs like ͚ŵaǇ͛ aƌe alǁaǇs folloǁed ďǇ 

the ďase foƌŵ oƌ iŶfiŶitiǀe foƌŵ of the ǀeƌď, foƌ eǆaŵple, ͚ŵaǇ ďe .͛ 

 

SL: You ĐaŶ also use otheƌ ŵodal phƌases to ƌaise the issue iŵpliĐitlǇ.  

 

EN: ϭͿ It is possiďle that Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. is liaďle iŶ ŶegligeŶĐe foƌ SusaŶ s͛ iŶjuƌǇ. ϮͿ It is likelǇ 

that Haiƌ Goods is liaďle iŶ ďƌeaĐh of ĐoŶtƌaĐt foƌ SusaŶ s͛ iŶjuƌǇ. 

 

SL: Heƌe, the phƌase ͚It is possiďle that͛ is folloǁed ďǇ a suďjeĐt theŶ a ǀeƌď. The phƌase ͚It is likelǇ 

that͛ is also folloǁed ďǇ a suďjeĐt theŶ a ǀeƌď. 

 

SL: Of Đouƌse, the seĐoŶd of these phƌases shoǁs a stƌoŶgeƌ ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt oƌ ďelief. So, ƌeŵeŵďeƌ to 

Đhoose Ǉouƌ ǁoƌds ĐaƌefullǇ. OkaǇ, let s͛ ƌeǀieǁ. WheŶ Ǉou ǁaŶt to ƌaise aŶ issue iŶ a legal pƌoďleŵ 

ƋuestioŶ, theƌe aƌe tǁo possiďle stƌategies. StƌategǇ ϭ is to ƌaise the issue eǆpliĐitlǇ. You use aŶ 

iŶdiƌeĐt ƋuestioŶ ǁith the ǁoƌd ͚ǁhetheƌ͛, like this: 

 

EN: The fiƌst issue to ďe ĐoŶsideƌed is ǁhetheƌ Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. is liaďle iŶ ŶegligeŶĐe foƌ SusaŶ s͛ 

iŶjuƌǇ. 

 

SL: StƌategǇ Ϯ is to ƌaise the issue iŵpliĐitlǇ. You pƌoǀide a teŶtatiǀe opiŶioŶ usiŶg the ŵodal ǀeƌď 

͚ŵaǇ͛, like this: 

 

EN: Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. ŵaǇ ďe liaďle iŶ ŶegligeŶĐe foƌ SusaŶ s͛ iŶjuƌǇ. 

 

SL: Heƌe͛s aŶotheƌ alteƌŶatiǀe: 

 

EN: It is possiďle that Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. is liaďle iŶ ŶegligeŶĐe foƌ SusaŶ s͛ iŶjuƌǇ.  
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SL: We hope that s͛ helpful. IŶ the Ŷeǆt episode, ǁe͛ll look at hoǁ to state the ƌule iŶ Ǉouƌ aŶsǁeƌ. 

ThaŶks foƌ ǁatĐhiŶg aŶd staǇ tuŶed! 


