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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

SL: Hi, ǁelĐoŵe ďaĐk. I͛ŵ SaďƌiŶa aŶd this is the QuiĐk Guide to Legal WƌitiŶg. Last tiŵe ǁe looked 

at hoǁ to state a ƌule ǁheŶ aŶsǁeƌiŶg a legal pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ. We saǁ that ƌules aƌe usuallǇ 

suppoƌted ďǇ authoƌities, iŶĐludiŶg legislatioŶ aŶd pƌeĐedeŶts fƌoŵ Đase laǁ. TodaǇ, ǁe͛ll look at 

hoǁ Ǉou ĐaŶ pƌoǀide authoƌitǇ ďǇ ĐitiŶg pƌeĐedeŶt Đases. 

 

SL: You͛ll leaƌŶ thƌee diffeƌeŶt ǁaǇs to do that, ŶaŵelǇ: ϭͿ a loĐatiǀe ƌefeƌeŶĐe, usiŶg the pƌepositioŶ 

͚iŶ͛; ϮͿ a paƌeŶthetiĐal ƌefeƌeŶĐe, ǁheƌe the Đase ƌefeƌeŶĐe is plaĐed iŶ ďƌaĐkets oƌ paƌeŶtheses; ϯͿ a 

ŵaƌked ƌefeƌeŶĐe, ǁhiĐh uses adjeĐtiǀes to ĐoŵŵeŶt oŶ the Đase. 

 

SL: Let s͛ staƌt ǁith the loĐatiǀe ƌefeƌeŶĐe. This is ǁheŶ the legal Đase is iŶtƌoduĐed ďǇ the 

pƌepositioŶ ͚iŶ͛ folloǁed ďǇ a desĐƌiptioŶ of the faĐts. Heƌe͛s aŶ eǆaŵple fƌoŵ ouƌ saŵple pƌoďleŵ 

ƋuestioŶ, the Đase of SusaŶ aŶd the flaŵe-thƌoǁiŶg haiƌ dƌǇeƌ: 

 

EN: IŶ Page v Sŵith, Mƌ Page ǁas iŶǀolǀed iŶ a Đaƌ aĐĐideŶt. Although he ǁas phǇsiĐallǇ uŶhuƌt, the 

ĐollisioŶ ƌesulted iŶ the ƌeĐuƌƌeŶĐe of a psǇĐhiatƌiĐ illŶess ǁhiĐh had pƌeǀiouslǇ ďeeŶ iŶ ƌeŵissioŶ. 

The House of Loƌds held that ďoth psǇĐhiatƌiĐ aŶd phǇsiĐal iŶjuƌies ǁeƌe paƌt of the ďƌoadeƌ geŶus 

of peƌsoŶal iŶjuƌǇ. 

 

SL: As Ǉou ĐaŶ see, usiŶg a loĐatiǀe ƌefeƌeŶĐe ƌeƋuiƌes Ǉou to folloǁ the geŶeƌal patteƌŶ of ͚iŶ + Case 

Ŷaŵe + FaĐts of Case .͛ This kiŶd of ƌefeƌeŶĐe is espeĐiallǇ useful if Ǉou ǁaŶt to aƌgue that the faĐts 

of the pƌeĐedeŶt aƌe siŵilaƌ to the faĐts iŶ the pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ. 

 

SL: Neǆt, let s͛ look at the paƌeŶthetiĐal ƌefeƌeŶĐe. Heƌe͛s aŶ eǆaŵple: 

 

EN: A ŵaŶufaĐtuƌeƌ ŵust take due Đaƌe iŶ the ŵaŶufaĐtuƌe of pƌoduĐts, aŶd has a dutǇ to do ǁhat 

is ƌeasoŶaďle ;DoŶoghue v SteveŶsoŶ, GraŶt v AustraliaŶ KŶittiŶg MillsͿ. 

 

SL: IŶ this eǆaŵple, the stateŵeŶt of laǁ is giǀeŶ fiƌst, folloǁed ďǇ the Đase Ŷaŵe iŶ ďƌaĐkets oƌ 

paƌeŶtheses. This is useful if Ǉou doŶ͛t Ŷeed to dƌaǁ atteŶtioŶ to faĐtual details of the pƌeĐedeŶt.  
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SL: Last ďut Ŷot least, ŵaƌked ƌefeƌeŶĐes. UsuallǇ, Ǉou use a ŵaƌked ƌefeƌeŶĐe if Ǉou ǁaŶt to 

ĐoŵŵeŶt oŶ the Đase soŵehoǁ. Let s͛ see aŶ eǆaŵple: 

 

EN: The test, as laid doǁŶ iŶ the seŵiŶal Đase of Overseas TaŶkship ;UKͿ Ltd v Morts Dock aŶd 

EŶgiŶeeriŶg Co Ltd ;WagoŶ MouŶd ;No 1ͿͿ, is ǁhetheƌ the PlaiŶtiff s͛ iŶjuƌǇ ǁas of a foƌeseeaďle 

kiŶd. 

 

SL: Heƌe, the Đase is highlighted ďǇ the adjeĐtiǀe ͚seŵiŶal͛. 

 

SL: You ĐaŶ also use otheƌ ǁoƌds like ͚leadiŶg ,͛ ͚laŶdŵaƌk͛ aŶd ͚ƌeĐeŶt͛ to ĐoŵŵeŶt oŶ the Đase. 

UsiŶg a ŵaƌked ƌefeƌeŶĐe alloǁs Ǉou to iŶdiĐate hoǁ iŵpoƌtaŶt the Đase is. 

 

SL: So, let s͛ ƌeǀieǁ. IŶ this episode, ǁe͛ǀe looked at thƌee diffeƌeŶt ǁaǇs to Đite a Đase pƌeĐedeŶt. 

TheǇ aƌe: ϭͿ a loĐatiǀe ƌefeƌeŶĐe, usiŶg the pƌepositioŶ ͚iŶ͛, like ͚IŶ Page v Sŵith...͛; ϮͿ a 

paƌeŶthetiĐal ƌefeƌeŶĐe, ǁheƌe the Đase ƌefeƌeŶĐe is plaĐed iŶ ďƌaĐkets oƌ paƌeŶtheses, like 

͚;DoŶoghue v SteveŶsoŶͿ͛; ϯͿ a ŵaƌked ƌefeƌeŶĐe, ǁhiĐh uses adjeĐtiǀes like ͚seŵiŶal͛, ͚leadiŶg͛, 

͚laŶdŵaƌk͛, ͚ƌeĐeŶt͛ to ĐoŵŵeŶt oŶ the Đase. 

 

SL: I hope Ǉou fouŶd this helpful. IŶ the Ŷeǆt episode, ǁe͛ll look at hoǁ to iŶtƌoduĐe aŶotheƌ 

ĐoŵŵoŶ souƌĐe of laǁ – legislatioŶ. StaǇ tuŶed! 


