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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

EN: Hi, ǁelĐoŵe ďaĐk. I͛ŵ EƌiĐ aŶd this is the QuiĐk Guide to Legal WƌitiŶg. TodaǇ ǁe͛ll foĐus oŶ 

ĐitiŶg legislatioŶ, aŶotheƌ ŵajoƌ souƌĐe of laǁ iŶ HoŶg KoŶg. 

 

EN: IŶ this episode, Ǉou͛ll leaƌŶ hoǁ to Đite legislatioŶ ďǇ usiŶg: ƌepoƌtiŶg ǀeƌďs like ͚state͛ oƌ 

͚pƌoǀide͛; pƌepositioŶal phƌases like ͚aĐĐoƌdiŶg to͛; paƌeŶtheses oƌ ďƌaĐkets. WheŶ aŶsǁeƌiŶg 

pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶs, Ǉou͛ll soŵetiŵes Ŷeed to pƌoǀide authoƌitǇ foƌ legal ƌules ďǇ ƌefeƌƌiŶg to 

seĐtioŶs of a statute. Heƌe͛s aŶ eǆaŵple fƌoŵ ouƌ saŵple Đase, “usaŶ aŶd the ďlaziŶg haiƌdƌǇeƌ: 

 

“L: “eĐtioŶ ϭ6;ϮͿ of the “ale of Goods OƌdiŶaŶĐe states that ͞ǁheƌe the selleƌ sells goods iŶ the 

Đouƌse of a ďusiŶess, theƌe is aŶ iŵplied ĐoŶditioŶ that the goods supplied uŶdeƌ the ĐoŶtƌaĐt aƌe of 

ŵeƌĐhaŶtaďle ƋualitǇ͟. 

 

EN: Heƌe, the ƌepoƌtiŶg ǀeƌď ͚state͛ is used to iŶtƌoduĐe a diƌeĐt Ƌuote fƌoŵ the pƌoǀisioŶ. This soƌt 

of diƌeĐt Ƌuote alloǁs Ǉou to pƌeĐiselǇ ƌefeƌ to the aĐtual ǁoƌds of the statute. This, iŶ tuƌŶ, helps to 

state the legal pƌiŶĐiple as aĐĐuƌatelǇ as possiďle. 

 

EN: It ǁoŶ͛t alǁaǇs ďe possiďle to Ƌuote the laǁ like this. It ŵight soŵetiŵes ďe ŶeĐessaƌǇ to 

paƌaphƌase, as iŶ this eǆaŵple:  

 

“L: “eĐtioŶ ϭ6;ϮͿ;aͿ of the “ale of Goods OƌdiŶaŶĐe pƌoǀides that the iŵplied ĐoŶditioŶ of 

ŵeƌĐhaŶtaďle ƋualitǇ does Ŷot applǇ to defeĐts that aƌe poiŶted out to the ďuǇeƌ ďefoƌe the 

ĐoŶtƌaĐt is ŵade. 

 

EN: IŶ this eǆaŵple, the ƌepoƌtiŶg ǀeƌď ͚pƌoǀide͛ is used. Also Ŷote that it is iŶ siŵple pƌeseŶt teŶse 

to shoǁ that the statute is ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ iŶ effeĐt. 

 

EN: IŶ additioŶ to usiŶg ƌepoƌtiŶg ǀeƌďs like ͚state͛ aŶd ͚pƌoǀide ,͛ Ǉou ĐaŶ use phƌases like ͚aĐĐoƌdiŶg 

to͛ oƌ ͚puƌsuaŶt to .͛ Heƌe s͛ aŶ eǆaŵple:  

 

“L: AĐĐoƌdiŶg to seĐtioŶ ϭ6;ϮͿ of the “ale of Goods OƌdiŶaŶĐe, ͞ǁheƌe the selleƌ sells goods iŶ the 
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Đouƌse of a ďusiŶess, theƌe is aŶ iŵplied ĐoŶditioŶ that the goods supplied uŶdeƌ the ĐoŶtƌaĐt aƌe of 

ŵeƌĐhaŶtaďle ƋualitǇ͟. 

 

EN: As Ǉou ĐaŶ see heƌe, the pƌepositioŶal phƌase ͚aĐĐoƌdiŶg to͛ is used to iŶtƌoduĐe the pƌoǀisioŶ.  

 

EN: FiŶallǇ, legislatioŶ ĐaŶ ďe Đited iŶ paƌeŶtheses, folloǁiŶg the stateŵeŶt of laǁ, as heƌe: 

 

“L: The iŵplied ĐoŶditioŶ of ŵeƌĐhaŶtaďle ƋualitǇ does Ŷot applǇ to defeĐts that aƌe poiŶted out to 

the ďuǇeƌ ďefoƌe the ĐoŶtƌaĐt is ŵade ;seĐtioŶ ϭ6;ϮͿ;aͿ “ale of Goods OƌdiŶaŶĐeͿ. 

 

EN: OkaǇ, let s͛ ƌeǀieǁ. TodaǇ ǁe͛ǀe looked at hoǁ to Đite legislatioŶ ďǇ usiŶg: ƌepoƌtiŶg ǀeƌďs like 

͚state͛ oƌ ͚pƌoǀide͛; pƌepositioŶal phƌases like ͚aĐĐoƌdiŶg to ,͛ ͚puƌsuaŶt to͛; paƌeŶtheses oƌ ďƌaĐkets 

folloǁiŶg the stateŵeŶt of laǁ. 

 

EN: DoŶ͛t foƌget to ĐatĐh ouƌ Ŷeǆt episode ǁheƌe ǁe͛ll ďe leaƌŶiŶg hoǁ to applǇ the laǁ to the faĐts. 

“ee Ǉou sooŶ! 

 


