
P‘OBLEM QUESTION ANSWE‘S ;8Ϳ: STATING THE CONCLUSION 

 

 

TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

EN: Hi, ǁelĐoŵe ďaĐk. I͛ŵ EƌiĐ aŶd this is the QuiĐk Guide to Legal WƌitiŶg. IŶ this last episode, ǁe͛ll 

look at hoǁ to state a ĐoŶĐlusioŶ iŶ aŶ aŶsǁeƌ to a legal pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ. You͛ll leaƌŶ hoǁ Ǉou ĐaŶ 

hedge Ǉouƌ ĐoŶĐlusioŶ aŶd ŵake it ŵoƌe teŶtatiǀe ďǇ usiŶg: leǆiĐal ǀeƌďs like ͚it seeŵs ,͛ ͚it appeaƌs͛; 

adjeĐtiǀes like ͚likelǇ ,͛ ͚possiďle͛; ŵodal ǀeƌďs like ͚ŵaǇ ,͛ ͚ŵight͛; aŶd adǀeƌďs like ͚pƌesuŵaďlǇ ,͛ 

͚pƌoďaďlǇ͛. 

 

EN: The ĐoŶĐlusioŶ suŵŵaƌizes Ǉouƌ ǀieǁ as to the legal outĐoŵe of a paƌtiĐulaƌ aĐtioŶ, oƌ foƌ aŶ 

issue oƌ suď-issue. Be Đaƌeful hoǁ Ǉou ǁƌite Ǉouƌ ĐoŶĐlusioŶ. Laǁ pƌofessoƌs doŶ͛t like ĐoŶĐlusioŶs 

that aƌe too stƌoŶg ďeĐause these teŶd to oǀeƌstate the Đase. AŶd theǇ doŶ͛t like ĐoŶĐlusioŶs that 

aƌe too ǁeak eitheƌ: these teŶd to ďe uŶĐleaƌ. The solutioŶ is to giǀe aŶ appƌopƌiatelǇ ǁoƌded 

teŶtatiǀe ĐoŶĐlusioŶ. You haǀe to hedge oƌ softeŶ Ǉouƌ ĐoŶĐlusioŶ. AŶd Ǉou haǀe to hedge it just the 

ƌight aŵouŶt. Let s͛ take a look at soŵe eǆaŵples fƌoŵ the stoƌǇ of SusaŶ aŶd the flaŵiŶg haiƌ dƌǇeƌ. 

The fiƌst ǁaǇ to sigŶal a teŶtatiǀe opiŶioŶ is to use a leǆiĐal ǀeƌď: 

 

SL: Thus, it appeaƌs that theƌe is aŶ iŵplied teƌŵ of ŵeƌĐhaŶtaďle ƋualitǇ aŶd it ǁas ďƌeaĐhed. IŶ 

suŵŵaƌǇ, it seeŵs that SusaŶ ǁill suĐĐeed agaiŶst Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. iŶ ĐlaiŵiŶg daŵages uŶdeƌ 

the toƌt of ŶegligeŶĐe. 

 

EN: IŶ the eǆaŵples, the phƌases ͚it appeaƌs that͛ aŶd ͚it seeŵs that͛ aƌe used to hedge the 

ĐoŶĐlusioŶ. This is a ƌelatiǀelǇ asseƌtiǀe stƌategǇ: the ŵaiŶ ǀeƌď ƌeŵaiŶs stƌoŶg – ͚theƌe is aŶ iŵplied 

teƌŵ ,͛ ͚SusaŶ ǁill suĐĐeed͛. 

 

EN: AŶotheƌ ǁaǇ to hedge Ǉouƌ ĐoŶĐlusioŶ is to use adjeĐtiǀes eǆpƌessiŶg likelihood as iŶ the 

folloǁiŶg eǆaŵples:  

 

SL: SusaŶ is likelǇ to suĐĐeed oŶ the aƌguŵeŶt that the peƌsoŶal iŶjuƌǇ ǁas a ƌeasoŶaďlǇ foƌeseeaďle 

haƌŵ. IŶ suŵŵaƌǇ, it is likelǇ that a Đlaiŵ foƌ ďƌeaĐh of the iŵplied teƌŵ of ŵeƌĐhaŶtaďle ƋualitǇ 

uŶdeƌ the Sale of Goods OƌdiŶaŶĐe ǁill suĐĐeed. 

 

EN: IŶ those eǆaŵples, the adjeĐtiǀe ͚likelǇ͛ is used ǁheŶ eǆpƌessiŶg a teŶtatiǀe opiŶioŶ. The 
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ĐoŵŵoŶ seŶteŶĐe patteƌŶ is eitheƌ ͚suďjeĐt + is likelǇ to + ǀeƌď͛ oƌ ͚it is likelǇ that + suďjeĐt + ǀeƌď .͛ 

You ĐaŶ also Đhoose diffeƌeŶt adjeĐtiǀes suĐh as ͚uŶlikelǇ͛ aŶd ͚possiďle͛. 

 

EN: A thiƌd ǁaǇ to hedge Ǉouƌ ĐoŶĐlusioŶ is to use ŵodal ǀeƌďs, like ͚ŵaǇ͛: 

 

SL: IŶ suŵŵaƌǇ, Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. ŵaǇ ďe liaďle iŶ ŶegligeŶĐe foƌ SusaŶ s͛ iŶjuƌǇ. Thus, SusaŶ s͛ 

aĐtioŶs ŵight Ŷot haǀe had aŶǇ ĐoŶtƌiďutiŶg iŵpaĐt oŶ heƌ sustaiŶiŶg the iŶjuƌǇ. 

 

EN: Heƌe, ͚ŵaǇ͛ aŶd ͚ŵight͛ ďoth ŵake the ĐoŶĐlusioŶ teŶtatiǀe. ͚MaǇ͛ is stƌoŶgeƌ thaŶ ͚ŵight͛ aŶd 

is used ŵoƌe ofteŶ. This stƌategǇ is ƌelatiǀelǇ less asseƌtiǀe. The ŵaiŶ ǀeƌď is ŵodified aŶd 

ǁeakeŶed – ͚ŵaǇ ďe liaďle ,͛ ͚ŵight Ŷot haǀe had .͛ Coŵpaƌe this ǁith soŵe of the ŵoƌe asseƌtiǀe 

stƌategies: 

 

SL: IŶ suŵŵaƌǇ, it is likelǇ that Haiƌ PƌoduĐtioŶ Co. is liaďle iŶ ŶegligeŶĐe foƌ SusaŶ s͛ iŶjuƌǇ. Thus, it 

appeaƌs that SusaŶ s͛ aĐtioŶs haǀe Ŷot had aŶǇ ĐoŶtƌiďutiŶg iŵpaĐt oŶ heƌ sustaiŶiŶg the iŶjuƌǇ.  

 

EN: The fiŶal stƌategǇ is to use aŶ adǀeƌď, like this:  

 

SL: FaĐtual ĐausatioŶ has pƌesuŵaďlǇ ďeeŶ ŵade out. 

 

EN: Heƌe, the adǀeƌď ͚pƌesuŵaďlǇ͛ ǁeakeŶs Ǉouƌ ĐoŶĐlusioŶ aŶd ŵakes it ŵoƌe teŶtatiǀe. Otheƌ 

optioŶs aƌe ͚possiďlǇ ,͛ ͚pƌoďaďlǇ ,͛ aŶd ͚aƌguaďlǇ .͛ Heƌe, the adǀeƌď appeaƌs ďetǁeeŶ the auǆiliaƌǇ 

aŶd ŵaiŶ ǀeƌď. It ĐaŶ also appeaƌ at the ďegiŶŶiŶg of the seŶteŶĐe. 

 

EN: The fouƌ hedgiŶg stƌategies that ǁe͛ǀe just seeŶ ĐaŶ also ďe ĐoŵďiŶed, as heƌe: 

 

SL: It seeŵs likelǇ that SusaŶ s͛ daŵages ǁill ďe ƌeduĐed due to heƌ ĐoŶtƌiďutoƌǇ ŶegligeŶĐe. 

 

EN: Heƌe ͚seeŵs͛ ĐoŵďiŶes ǁith ͚likelǇ͛. Be Đaƌeful ǁith these ĐoŵďiŶatioŶs: the ŵoƌe hedgiŶg 

deǀiĐes Ǉou use, the ǁeakeƌ Ǉouƌ ĐoŶĐlusioŶ, aŶd the ŵoƌe likelǇ it is to ďeĐoŵe uŶĐleaƌ. 



 

P‘OBLEM QUESTION ANSWE‘S ;8Ϳ: STATING THE CONCLUSION TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

 

EN: OkaǇ, let s͛ ƌeǀieǁ. TodaǇ ǁe͛ǀe talked aďout seǀeƌal ǁaǇs to state the ĐoŶĐlusioŶ ďǇ giǀiŶg a 

teŶtatiǀe opiŶioŶ. TheǇ aƌe: leǆiĐal ǀeƌďs, foƌ eǆaŵple, ͚it seeŵs ,͛ ͚it appeaƌs͛; adjeĐtiǀes, foƌ 

eǆaŵple, ͚likelǇ ,͛ ͚possiďle͛; ŵodal ǀeƌďs, foƌ eǆaŵple, ͚ŵaǇ ,͛ ͚ŵight͛; adǀeƌďs, foƌ eǆaŵple, 

͚pƌesuŵaďlǇ ,͛ ͚pƌoďaďlǇ͛. 

 

SL: Well, this ďƌiŶgs us to the eŶd of this episode aŶd also the eŶd of ouƌ QuiĐk Guide to Legal 

WƌitiŶg. I hope Ǉou͛ǀe eŶjoǇed leaƌŶiŶg ǁith us aŶd got a lot out of it! 

 

EN: Theƌe͛ƌe also otheƌ iŶteƌestiŶg ǀideos oŶ ouƌ ǁeďsite that Ǉou doŶ͛t ǁaŶt to ŵiss. So staǇ tuŶed 

aŶd see Ǉou lateƌ! 

 

SL: BǇe-ďǇe! 


