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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What ŵakes good legal ǁritiŶg iŶ EŶglish? 

 

The keǇ to good ǁƌitiŶg iŶ aŶ aĐadeŵiĐ settiŶg is ĐlaƌitǇ aŶd pƌeĐisioŶ. It’s ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt iŶ laǁ 

ďeĐause ǁe aƌe dealiŶg ǁith legal ƌules, legal pƌiŶĐiples. AŶd fuŶdaŵeŶtal to the uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg of 

aŶǇ legal aƌguŵeŶt is ĐlaƌitǇ iŶ the ďasiĐ pƌiŶĐiples that Ǉou’ƌe tƌǇiŶg to ĐoŵŵuŶiĐate oƌ the ďasiĐ 

pƌiŶĐiples ǁhiĐh pƌoǀide the fouŶdatioŶ foƌ Ǉouƌ aƌguŵeŶt.  

 

As a professor, ǁhat are you lookiŶg for iŶ the legal arguŵeŶts that you read? 

 

I thiŶk I ĐaŶ suŵ that up iŶ oŶe ǁoƌd: eŶgageŵeŶt. I ǁaŶt the ǁƌiteƌ to deŵoŶstƌate to ŵe that he 

oƌ she is eŶgaged ǁith the suďjeĐt that theǇ aƌe disĐussiŶg aŶd that theǇ’ƌe ŵakiŶg aŶ effoƌt to 

eŶgage ŵe ǁith the suďjeĐt as ǁell. If I’ŵ left, aŶd ofteŶ Ǉou aƌe left, ƌight at the ďegiŶŶiŶg of legal 

ǁƌitiŶg, Ǉou’ƌe left ǁith the idea that this is a foƌŵulaiĐ eǆeƌĐise ďeiŶg uŶdeƌtakeŶ ďǇ the ǁƌiteƌ, 

theŶ Ǉou faiƌlǇ ƋuiĐklǇ sǁitĐh off… AŶd I haǀe to saǇ that iŶ the ĐoŶteǆt of assessiŶg studeŶts’ ǁoƌk, 

if theǇ sǁitĐh Ǉou off iŶ the fiƌst paƌagƌaph, theŶ theǇ aƌe iŶ tƌouďle.  

 

Hoǁ did you learŶ to ǁrite legal arguŵeŶts iŶ EŶglish? 

 

I doŶ’t thiŶk that uŶiǀeƌsities ǁeƌe ǀeƌǇ good, ǁheŶ I ǁas a studeŶt, at teaĐhiŶg Ǉou hoǁ to 

ĐoŶstƌuĐt a legal aƌguŵeŶt, at least Ŷot iŶ the ĐoŶteǆt of the uŶiǀeƌsitǇ that I studied at as aŶ 

uŶdeƌgƌaduate. WheŶ I left uŶiǀeƌsitǇ, I ǁeŶt to studǇ iŶ FƌaŶĐe foƌ a Ǉeaƌ aŶd theƌe I leaƌŶed the 

iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of stƌuĐtuƌe ďeĐause iŶ the FƌeŶĐh aĐadeŵiĐ eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt, stƌuĐtuƌe ǁas aĐtuallǇ the 

doŵiŶaŶt ĐoŶsideƌatioŶ iŶ eǀeƌǇthiŶg that Ǉou ǁeƌe eǆpeĐted to ǁƌite. I ƌeŵeŵďeƌ ďeiŶg adǀised 

ďǇ the pƌofessoƌ of Ciǀil PƌoĐeduƌe, ǁheŶ ǁe did ouƌ fiƌst ǁƌitteŶ eǆeƌĐise that theƌe ǁeƌe teŶ ŵaƌks 

foƌ the eǆeƌĐise: siǆ ǁeƌe foƌ the plaŶ aŶd fouƌ foƌ the ĐoŶteŶt. So I ǁas taught iŶ a faiƌlǇ ǀigoƌous 

ǁaǇ that stƌuĐtuƌe ǁas keǇ to ǁƌitiŶg a good legal aƌguŵeŶt. 

 

What adǀice do you haǀe for studeŶts ǁho are learŶiŶg legal arguŵeŶt iŶ EŶglish? 

 

OŶe of the ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt thiŶgs that studeŶts should do iŶ leaƌŶiŶg to ǁƌite ďetteƌ is to ƌead. It’s 
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to ƌead good ǁƌitteŶ EŶglish. Good ǁƌitteŶ judgŵeŶts, good ǁƌitteŶ aĐadeŵiĐ aƌguŵeŶts, ďut Ŷot 

just legal aƌguŵeŶts, Ŷot just that kiŶd of ǁƌitiŶg. Read good EŶglish fƌoŵ otheƌ souƌĐes. 

 

I thiŶk it’s ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt foƌ aŶǇoŶe ǁho’s uŶdeƌtakiŶg legal ǁƌitiŶg, ďut paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ foƌ studeŶts, 

that ǁƌitiŶg is fuŶdaŵeŶtallǇ a ĐoŵŵuŶiĐatiǀe pƌoĐess. We ǀeƌǇ ƌaƌelǇ ǁƌite foƌ ouƌselǀes. EǀeŶ 

diaƌists, I thiŶk, seĐƌetlǇ ǁaŶt soŵeoŶe else to ƌead theiƌ diaƌǇ eǀeŶtuallǇ. So ǁe’ƌe ǁƌitiŶg foƌ otheƌ 

people aŶd so ǁe Ŷeed to haǀe a ǀeƌǇ Đleaƌ idea iŶ ouƌ oǁŶ ŵiŶds as ǁhat it is ǁe ǁaŶt to 

ĐoŵŵuŶiĐate, ǁho ǁe’ƌe tƌǇiŶg to ĐoŵŵuŶiĐate to, aŶd ǁhǇ ǁe’ƌe tƌǇiŶg to ĐoŵŵuŶiĐate it. 


