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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What ŵakes good legal writiŶg iŶ EŶglish?  
 

I thiŶk, fiƌst aŶd foƌeŵost, haǀiŶg soŵethiŶg to saǇ to the ƌeadeƌ is iŵpoƌtaŶt. People aƌe speŶdiŶg 

tiŵe ƌeadiŶg ǁhat Ǉou’ǀe ǁƌitteŶ aŶd Ǉou’ǀe got to ďe alǁaǇs ĐogŶisaŶt that Ǉou’ƌe usiŶg up 

people’s pƌeĐious tiŵe. That’s a ĐoŵŵoditǇ theǇ’ǀe got aŶd theǇ doŶ’t ǁaŶt to ďe ǁastiŶg it oŶ 

iƌƌeleǀaŶt iŶfoƌŵatioŶ, so theǇ’ll ŶoƌŵallǇ ƌead it foƌ a ƌeasoŶ. If it’s aŶ aŶsǁeƌ to aŶ essaǇ ƋuestioŶ, 

theǇ ǁaŶt to kŶoǁ ǁhat is Ǉouƌ aŶsǁeƌ to that ƋuestioŶ, ǁhat aƌe Ǉou tƌǇiŶg to tell ŵe aďout that 

suďjeĐt. If it’s a judge ƌeadiŶg suďŵissioŶs iŶ Đouƌt, he ǁaŶts to kŶoǁ ǁhǇ Ǉou’ǀe got a good Đase 

aŶd ǁhat’s the ďasis foƌ that. So I thiŶk tƌǇiŶg to soƌt of ŵake Đleaƌ ǁhat Ǉou’ƌe saǇiŶg, ǁhat’s Ǉouƌ 

ƌeal puƌpose of ǁƌitiŶg is ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt. Too ŵaŶǇ people thiŶk that just giǀiŶg iŶfoƌŵatioŶ, faĐts, 

Đases, statutes, thƌoǁiŶg it all doǁŶ oŶ papeƌ shoǁs that Ǉou kŶoǁ soŵethiŶg. Well, of Đouƌse Ǉou 

do, ďut Ǉou teŶd to theŶ get a ƌelatiǀelǇ loǁ ŵaƌk. It’s ǁheŶ Ǉou aĐtuallǇ oƌgaŶize the iŶfoƌŵatioŶ iŶ 

a sǇsteŵatiĐ ǁaǇ, ǁhiĐh ƌeallǇ dƌaǁs out the keǇ poiŶts aŶd ƌeallǇ soƌt of ƌaŵs hoŵe to the ƌeadeƌ 

ǁhat Ǉouƌ ĐeŶtƌal ŵessage is, that people eŶjoǇ ƌeadiŶg aŶd that gets Ǉou the higheƌ ŵaƌks, oƌ 

ŵakes the judge faǀouƌ Ǉouƌ aƌguŵeŶtatioŶ.  

 

What are the differeŶĐes ďetweeŶ aĐadeŵiĐ aŶd professioŶal writiŶg? 

 

I thiŶk ǁheƌe people aƌe ƌeadiŶg thiŶgs foƌ pƌofessioŶal ƌeasoŶs, tiŵe is eǀeŶ ŵoƌe of the esseŶĐe. 

TheǇ aƌeŶ’t alǁaǇs iŶto the ŶuaŶĐes of the deďate. TheǇ ǁaŶt to Đut to the Đhase a little ďit fasteƌ. 

 

I guess that iŶ pƌaĐtiĐe, people aƌe ŵoƌe keeŶ to just ƌeallǇ ǁoƌk out ǁhat haǀe ǁe ƌeallǇ got to 

deĐide todaǇ aŶd Ŷot deal ǁith eǀeƌǇ aspeĐt of the topiĐ, ǁheƌeas the teŶdeŶĐǇ ĐoŵiŶg iŶ aĐadeŵiĐ 

ǁƌitiŶg is to feel a Ŷeed to ďe Đoŵplete iŶ the aŶalǇsis. 

 

As a professor, what do you look for iŶ a pieĐe of writiŶg? 

 

I alǁaǇs saǇ aŶ essaǇ ǁheƌe Ǉou ĐaŶ tuƌŶ the pages ǀeƌǇ ƋuiĐklǇ is ŶoƌŵallǇ a good essaǇ. You Ŷeed 

to ďe aďle to see stƌaight aǁaǇ ǁhat the studeŶt is tƌǇiŶg to aƌgue aŶd hoǁ theǇ’ǀe stƌuĐtuƌed 

theŵselǀes to get theƌe. I thiŶk thiŶgs like headiŶgs ĐaŶ help. AŶd thiŶgs like ŵakiŶg Đleaƌ that all 



 

PROFESSOR GERAINT HOWELLS ;1Ϳ: WHAT MAKES GOOD LEGAL WRITING? TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

 

the ƌight Đases aŶd statutes aƌe theƌe ďǇ ŵakiŶg suƌe theǇ’ƌe uŶdeƌliŶed oƌ highlighted iŶ soŵe ǁaǇ 

ďeĐause Ǉou’ǀe eǆpeĐted to see half a dozeŶ Đases aŶd theǇ’ƌe theƌe oŶ the page juŵpiŶg out at 

Ǉou, theŶ iŵŵediatelǇ Ǉou get a good iŵpƌessioŶ this peƌsoŶ kŶoǁs ǁhat theǇ’ƌe doiŶg. 


