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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What do you haǀe to say aďout ďest praĐtiĐes in legal ǁriting?  

 

OŶe thiŶg I tƌǇ to do aŶd doŶ’t alǁaǇs suĐĐeed, ďut I alǁaǇs ƌeĐoŵŵeŶd it as ďest pƌaĐtiĐe, is to 

haǀe a good plaŶ of the essaǇ. TƌǇ to ǁoƌk out ǁhat Ŷeeds to ďe addƌessed aŶd hoǁ deep Ǉou Ŷeed 

to go iŶto the aŶalǇsis.  

 

I thiŶk iŶ teƌŵs of aĐtual ǁƌitiŶg stǇle, the shoƌteƌ Ǉouƌ seŶteŶĐes the ďetteƌ. IŶ faĐt, the shoƌteƌ 

Ǉouƌ ǁoƌk ŶoƌŵallǇ the ďetteƌ. People ŶoƌŵallǇ like to thiŶk, aŶd this applies ƌight up to pƌofessoƌs, 

that the ŵoƌe ǁoƌds theǇ saǇ the ďetteƌ theǇ ĐaŶ saǇ thiŶgs. 

 

I ǁould saǇ the otheƌ thiŶg that I ƌeallǇ pƌize is stƌuĐtuƌe: haǀiŶg a good stƌuĐtuƌe aŶd haǀiŶg a 

stƌuĐtuƌe ǁhiĐh has a puƌpose, ǁhiĐh is to aŶsǁeƌ the ƋuestioŶ. 

 

CaŶ Ǉou iŶ a Đouple of seŶteŶĐes tell soŵeďodǇ ǁhat Ǉouƌ aŶsǁeƌ ǁas to Ǉouƌ essaǇ? If Ǉou ĐaŶ’t do 

that, Ǉou pƌoďaďlǇ haǀeŶ’t got a Đleaƌ aŶsǁeƌ to Ǉouƌ essaǇ. You Ŷeed to kŶoǁ ǁhat Ǉou ǁaŶt to saǇ 

ďefoƌe Ǉou ĐaŶ saǇ it. 

 

What adǀiĐe do you haǀe for students aďout adopting a produĐtiǀe proĐess? 

 

I thiŶk it’s Đleaƌ eǀeƌǇoŶe’s got theiƌ oǁŶ stǇle aŶd I thiŶk studeŶts Ŷeed to ďoƌƌoǁ ideas fƌoŵ otheƌ 

people. Foƌ soŵe people, ĐeƌtaiŶ teĐhŶiƋues ǁoƌk. MǇ ĐhildƌeŶ, foƌ eǆaŵple, at sĐhool leaƌŶ to do 

ŵiŶd ŵaps. It ǁoƌks foƌ theŵ. But ǁheŶ I ǁas ǇouŶg, ǁe Ŷeǀeƌ heaƌd of a ŵiŶd ŵap. We heaƌd of 

plaŶs. That ǁoƌks foƌ ŵe. But I thiŶk the ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt thiŶgs aƌe to thiŶk aďout ǁhat the fiŶal 

pƌoduĐt should look like. The fiŶal pƌoduĐt should ďe haǀiŶg a Đleaƌ ŵessage. It should ďe ǁoƌth 

ƌeadiŶg. It should haǀe aŶ aƌguŵeŶt that’s ďaĐked up ǁith eǀideŶĐe. It should ďe ĐleaƌlǇ ǁƌitteŶ. It 

should ďe easǇ foƌ the peƌsoŶ to folloǁ the stƌuĐtuƌe. AŶd so, tƌǇ to thiŶk hoǁ Ǉou ĐaŶ ďuild those 

thiŶgs iŶ. TƌǇ to shoǁ that Ǉou’ƌe oŶ top of the suďjeĐt, that Ǉou kŶoǁ the ŵateƌials, that Ǉou kŶoǁ 

the aƌguŵeŶts. TƌǇ to giǀe the ƌeadeƌ the ĐoŶfideŶĐe iŶ Ǉouƌ aďilitǇ aŶd that’s ǁheƌe I thiŶk ƌeadiŶg 

aƌouŶd the suďjeĐt ƌeallǇ shoǁs. StudeŶts ofteŶ thiŶk that, Ǉou kŶoǁ, ƌeadiŶg the teǆtďook’s 

eŶough aŶd theǇ doŶ’t ǁaŶt to ƌead the Đases. IŶ ƌealitǇ, theǇ ǁaŶt to ƌead the Đase headŶote, oƌ 
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theǇ ǁaŶt to Ŷot ƌead the jouƌŶal aƌtiĐles. But the tƌuth is, Ǉou see that ǁheŶ Ǉou’ǀe doŶe that, 

Ǉouƌ uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg ďeĐoŵes so ŵuĐh ŵoƌe deepeƌ aŶd Đleaƌeƌ, aŶd that theŶ Đoŵes thƌough iŶ 

Ǉouƌ ǁƌitiŶg. 


