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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What ŵakes a good oral legal arguŵeŶt iŶ EŶglish?  

 

OŶe is that it is ǀeƌǇ Đultuƌal as ǁell. Hoǁ to addƌess, oƌ put it the otheƌ ǁaǇ, a good aƌguŵeŶt iŶ a 

paƌtiĐulaƌ juƌisdiĐtioŶ ŵaǇ Ŷot ŶeĐessaƌilǇ ďe a good aƌguŵeŶt iŶ aŶotheƌ juƌisdiĐtioŶ. Soŵetiŵes it 

depeŶds oŶ the ǁaǇ thiŶgs aƌe eǆpƌessed aŶd so oŶ. 

 

AŶd apaƌt fƌoŵ the esseŶtial, the ďasiĐs, of Đouƌse Ǉou haǀe a poiŶt to ŵake, Ǉou kŶoǁ Ǉouƌ 

aƌguŵeŶts, Ǉou kŶoǁ ǁhǇ Ǉou͛ƌe ŵakiŶg theŵ, Ǉou kŶoǁ Ǉouƌ ǁeakŶess, Ǉou kŶoǁ Ǉouƌ stƌeŶgth… 

AŶd pƌepaƌiŶg Ǉouƌ aƌguŵeŶt, the ďest ǁaǇ to staƌt is to alǁaǇs ask Ǉouƌself ǁhat is Ǉouƌ ǁeakest 

poiŶt ďeĐause Ǉouƌ ǁeakest poiŶt ǁill ďe the stƌoŶgest poiŶt of the otheƌ side. AŶd Ŷo ŵatteƌ hoǁ 

ŵaŶǇ good poiŶts Ǉou haǀe, Ǉou lose oŶ oŶe ǁeak poiŶt, Ǉou lose the Đase. 

 

Soŵe judges teŶd to foĐus ŵoƌe oŶ the teĐhŶiĐal side. Otheƌ people ŵaǇ foĐus ŵoƌe oŶ otheƌ 

thiŶgs aŶd theƌe aƌe Đases ǁhiĐh I thiŶk, if I ĐaŶ͛t get thƌough the ŵessage iŶ the fiƌst half houƌ, I͛ŵ 

dooŵed oŶ that Đase. Oƌ I Ŷeed to ĐoŶǀiŶĐe the Đouƌt to see the Đase fƌoŵ a paƌtiĐulaƌ peƌspeĐtiǀe 

aŶd I haǀe to do it iŶ the fiƌst houƌ, if I ĐaŶ͛t get it theƌe, I ǁill ďe iŶ gƌeat tƌouďle, Ŷo ŵatteƌ ǁhat 

good aƌguŵeŶt I ǁould haǀe. So I thiŶk iŶ puďliĐ laǁ Đases, this is pƌoďaďlǇ ŵoƌe iŵpoƌtaŶt, ďut 

eǀeŶ iŶ pƌiǀate laǁ Đases soŵetiŵes, the fiƌst half houƌ aŶd so, hoǁ Ǉou opeŶ the Đase, hoǁ Ǉou 

defiŶe the Đase foƌ the Đouƌt, is eǆtƌeŵelǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt. 

 

What are the ŵaiŶ ĐhalleŶges of oral adǀoĐaĐy aŶd hoǁ ĐaŶ they ďe oǀerĐoŵe? 

 

HaǀiŶg a good poiŶt is oŶe thiŶg, hoǁ to deliǀeƌ it aŶd deliǀeƌ it effeĐtiǀelǇ is Ƌuite aŶotheƌ. AŶd 

theƌe is the tiŵe pƌessuƌe theƌe aŶd eǀeŶ ŵoƌe so ǁith oƌal adǀoĐaĐǇ ďeĐause Ǉou͛ƌe alǁaǇs giǀeŶ a 

peƌiod of tiŵe to fiŶish. EǀeŶ iŶ Đouƌt, the tiŵe is Ŷot uŶliŵited. IŶ ŵootiŶg, ǁe giǀe Ǉou tǁeŶtǇ 

ŵiŶutes. IŶ ƌeal life, Ǉou get ŵoƌe thaŶ that. But theŶ, eǀeŶ that, theƌe is a liŵit theƌe. AŶd I ǁas 

oŶĐe ďefoƌe a ǀeƌǇ seŶioƌ judge, aŶd the fiƌst thiŶg he said ǁas, ͚You haǀe to fiŶish Ǉouƌ aƌguŵeŶts 

ďǇ tǁelǀe o Đ͛loĐk. If Ǉou ĐaŶ͛t fiŶish, sit doǁŶ aŶd shut up.͛  VeƌǇ hostile aŶd ďefoƌe I said aŶǇthiŶg. 

 

So hoǁ to deal ǁith that? AŶd soŵetiŵes oƌal aƌguŵeŶt has to deal ǁith peƌsoŶalitǇ as ǁell 
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ďeĐause Ǉou aƌe addƌessiŶg a peƌsoŶ aŶd diffeƌeŶt peƌsoŶs ǁill haǀe diffeƌeŶt appƌoaĐhes aŶd so 

oŶ. You kŶoǁ Ǉouƌ peƌsoŶ soŵetiŵes helps. 

 

What adǀiĐe do you haǀe for studeŶts ǁho are learŶiŶg oral adǀoĐaĐy? 

 

The ďest ǁaǇ is still to do it aŶd soŵetiŵes Ǉou ǁatĐh Ǉouƌself. Video Ǉouƌself aŶd theŶ ǁatĐh 

Ǉouƌself hoǁ Ǉou do. A lot of people do Ŷot ƌeĐogŶize hoǁ theǇ speak. You ĐaŶ heaƌ Ǉouƌ ǀoiĐe, ďut 

Ǉou ĐaŶ͛t see Ǉouƌ faĐial eǆpƌessioŶ, Ǉou ĐaŶ͛t see soŵe of Ǉouƌ ŵiŶoƌ thiŶgs, hoǁ Ǉouƌ haŶds aƌe 

ǁoƌkiŶg, Ǉouƌ ďodǇ laŶguage etĐ. It helps ǁith this aŶd Ǉou haǀe to speŶd tiŵe oŶ that. AŶd speŶd 

tiŵe to thiŶk aďout the effeĐtiǀeŶess. Oƌal aƌguŵeŶt is Ŷot — Ǉou͛ƌe Ŷot theƌe just to ŵake the 

aƌguŵeŶt foƌ the sake of aƌguŵeŶt. You͛ƌe tƌǇiŶg to peƌsuade, to ĐoŶǀiŶĐe people. So theƌe s͛ alǁaǇs 

a soƌt of iŶteƌaĐtiǀe eleŵeŶt theƌe. You haǀe to folloǁ that peƌsoŶ s͛ ƌeaĐtioŶs: ǁhǇ he s͛ askiŶg this 

ƋuestioŶ, ǁhat is tƌouďliŶg hiŵ, so that I ĐaŶ addƌess his ĐoŶĐeƌŶ. 

 

OŶe last thiŶg I tell studeŶts is, ͚You go to Đouƌt, see soŵe gƌeat adǀoĐates. What Ǉou͛ǀe seeŶ is 

pƌoďaďlǇ tǁo oƌ thƌee houƌs of ǁoƌk. What Ǉou haǀe Ŷot seeŶ is the thiƌtǇ oƌ fiftǇ houƌs of ǁoƌk 

ďehiŶd that. AŶd the ŵoƌe Ŷatuƌal theǇ appeaƌ, the ŵoƌe pƌepaƌatioŶ it is .͛ AŶd WiŶstoŶ ChuƌĐhill is 

this: Ŷo suĐh thiŶg as Ŷatuƌal. Natuƌal is pƌaĐtiĐe aŶd pƌaĐtise uŶtil Ǉou ƌeaĐh the poiŶt that Ǉou 

ďeĐoŵe Ŷatuƌal. 


