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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What ŵakes good legal ǁƌitiŶg iŶ EŶglish iŶ aĐadeŵiĐ settiŶgs?  
 

I thiŶk theƌe aƌe tǁo aspeĐts to it. The fiƌst is just EŶglish. I thiŶk good legal EŶglish is also good 

EŶglish, so Ǉou Ŷeed good EŶglish to staƌt off ǁith, ďut that’s Ŷot all. Theƌe’s the seĐoŶd ĐoŵpoŶeŶt 

ďeĐause people ǁho aƌe good iŶ EŶglish aƌe Ŷot ŶeĐessaƌilǇ good iŶ legal EŶglish aŶd I thiŶk that’s 

ǁhat laǁ sĐhools tƌǇ to do. TheǇ tƌǇ to teaĐh aŶd iŶstƌuĐt studeŶts hoǁ to shape the laŶguage iŶ the 

foƌŵ of legal aƌguŵeŶt ďeĐause legal aƌguŵeŶt is Ŷot like aŶǇ otheƌ aƌguŵeŶt. Theƌe aƌe ĐeƌtaiŶ 

gƌouŶd ƌules. Theƌe aƌe ĐeƌtaiŶ ŵodalities heƌe. Foƌ eǆaŵple, legal aƌguŵeŶts haǀe to do ǁith 

statutes, Đases, aŶd a ĐeƌtaiŶ ǁaǇ of dealiŶg ǁith theŵ, foƌ eǆaŵple, ǁhetheƌ a Đase applies oƌ does 

Ŷot applǇ. Theƌe is Ƌuite a ďit of teĐhŶiĐalitǇ iŶǀolǀed iŶ that, so I thiŶk good legal ǁƌitiŶg is a 

ŵaƌƌiage ďetǁeeŶ good EŶglish oŶ oŶe haŶd aŶd good legal EŶglish oŶ the otheƌ haŶd. 

 

A good pieĐe of ǁƌitiŶg, of legal ǁƌitiŶg, is oŶe ǁhiĐh aŶ oƌdiŶaƌǇ uŶtƌaiŶed peƌsoŶ ǁho’s pƌofiĐieŶt 

iŶ EŶglish ǁill ƌeĐogŶize to ďe good use of the laŶguage aŶd ǁhiĐh a laǁǇeƌ ǁill also ƌeĐogŶize to ďe 

aŶ effeĐtiǀe legal aƌguŵeŶt. 

 

I thiŶk if Ǉou’ƌe ǁƌitiŶg as aŶ adǀoĐate, theŶ Ǉou aƌe shapiŶg the Đase iŶ faǀouƌ of oŶe paƌtǇ oƌ the 

otheƌ. If Ǉou aƌe ǁƌitiŶg as a judge, Ǉou aƌe tƌǇiŶg to ďe oďjeĐtiǀe aŶd Ǉou’ƌe eǀaluatiŶg eaĐh 

positioŶ oďjeĐtiǀelǇ. If Ǉou’ƌe ǁƌitiŶg as aŶ aĐadeŵiĐ, theŶ Ǉou aƌe goiŶg slightlǇ aďoǀe that. You aƌe 

also ďeiŶg oďjeĐtiǀe, ďut Ǉou aƌe goiŶg ďeǇoŶd that to ask ƋuestioŶs Ŷot oŶlǇ of ǁhat the laǁ is aŶd 

hoǁ it is applied, ďut also ǁhat it should ďe aŶd hoǁ it should deǀelop iŶ the futuƌe. 

 

What ŵakes a good legal essay? 

 

Well, I thiŶk iŶ teƌŵs of a ŵaǇďe passaďle aŶsǁeƌ, a B aŶsǁeƌ, aŶ A aŶsǁeƌ, so I thiŶk a passaďle 

aŶsǁeƌ is oŶe ǁhiĐh has takeŶ oŶ ďoaƌd all the esseŶtial ŵateƌial ǁith aŶ aĐĐeptaďle uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg 

of it aŶd eǆpƌessed it iŶ aŶ aĐĐeptaďle ǁaǇ. I thiŶk goiŶg a little higheƌ, theŶ I’ll ďe lookiŶg foƌ a 

ĐeƌtaiŶ tƌeatŵeŶt of the ŵateƌial, a ĐeƌtaiŶ peƌsoŶal oƌ iŶdiǀidual iŶput iŶto ǁhat theǇ haǀe ƌead, 

soŵethiŶg ǁhiĐh theǇ haǀe thought aďout ďased oŶ the ŵateƌial ƌatheƌ thaŶ ǁhat the ŵateƌial 

itself is, so kiŶd of a ǀalue-added opiŶioŶ. AŶd of Đouƌse, the ǀeƌǇ ďest eǆaŵples aƌe studeŶts ǁho 



 

PROFESSOR MICHAEL HOR ;1Ϳ: WHAT MAKES GOOD LEGAL WRITING? TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

 

aƌe aďle to do it ǀeƌǇ ǁell, ǁho aƌe aďle to aďsoƌď all this ǁhile aďle to eǆpƌess a peƌsoŶal opiŶioŶ 

aďout it, aŶd theǇ aƌe aďle to eǆpƌess theŵselǀes iŶ a ǀeƌǇ ĐoŶĐise aŶd Đleaƌ ǁaǇ ǁithout oƌ ǁith a 

ŵiŶiŵuŵ of jaƌgoŶ. 

 

What ŵakes a good pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ aŶsǁeƌ? 

 

Pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶs, to ŵe, aƌe ŵoƌe ŵatheŵatiĐal, ŵoƌe teĐhŶiĐal, ŵoƌe ŵatheŵatiĐal. If Ǉou hit 

the issue, Ǉou ŵaŶage to ideŶtifǇ the pƌiŶĐipal souƌĐes of laǁ, ǁhetheƌ it’s a Đase oƌ a statute oƌ 

ďoth, ǁhiĐh applǇ to that issue. If Ǉou aƌe aďle to offeƌ a ĐeƌtaiŶ ǀieǁ ǁhat the laǁ is aŶd applǇ it, 

theŶ to ŵe, that aĐhieǀes ǁhat the pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶ asks foƌ. Pƌoďleŵ ƋuestioŶs ǀeƌǇ seldoŵ haǀe 

a soƌt of laǁ ƌefoƌŵ oƌ ǁhat the laǁ should ďe kiŶd of the diŵeŶsioŶ, ǁhiĐh is ǁhǇ I feel that iŶ 

aĐadeŵiĐ teƌŵs, it is Ŷot Ƌuite as good as aŶ essaǇ iŶ assessŵeŶt. 

 

What adǀiĐe do you haǀe foƌ studeŶts ǁho aƌe leaƌŶiŶg legal ǁƌitiŶg iŶ EŶglish? 

 

Hoǁ do Ǉou go aďout doiŶg that? I thiŶk theƌe is Ŷo easǇ ǁaǇ. Theƌe’s ŶoŶe. You just haǀe to 

iŵŵeƌse Ǉouƌself iŶ it, so Ǉou just haǀe to keep ǁƌitiŶg. You Ŷeed good feedďaĐk oŶ ǁhat Ǉou’ǀe 

ǁƌitteŶ. You Ŷeed to ƌeǁƌite, ŵaǇďe do it ŵaŶǇ, ŵaŶǇ tiŵes. Like aŶǇthiŶg else, if Ǉou pƌaĐtise doiŶg 

it ŵoƌe ofteŶ, Ǉou ǁill iŵpƌoǀe. 

 

I ƌeŵeŵďeƌ ďeiŶg a laǁ studeŶt aŶd ǁheŶ I ǁas fiƌst pƌeseŶted ǁith a ŶiŶeteeŶth-ĐeŶtuƌǇ EŶglish 

Đase, it ǁas like ƌeadiŶg a ǀeƌǇ oďsĐuƌe foƌŵ of Shakespeaƌe aŶd it ǁas ƌeallǇ diffiĐult. It took like 

ŵaǇďe aŶ houƌ to do a page oƌ soŵethiŶg like that, ďut Ǉou just haǀe to plough thƌough it. You just 

haǀe to keep oŶ at it. AŶd agaiŶ, if Ǉou do it agaiŶ aŶd agaiŶ, it ǁill get easieƌ aŶd easieƌ. AŶd afteƌ a 

ǁhile, Ǉou ǁill get the haŶg of the ǁaǇ iŶ ǁhiĐh judges ǁƌite aŶd Ǉou’ll ƌeĐogŶize ǁhiĐh paƌts of the 

judgŵeŶt aƌe ŵoƌe iŵpoƌtaŶt oƌ less iŵpoƌtaŶt. 


