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TƌaŶsĐƌipt 

What adǀiĐe do you haǀe for studeŶts ǁho are learŶiŶg oral legal arguŵeŶt iŶ EŶglish? 

 

Well, if Ǉou do Ŷot haǀe the tiŵe to go to Đouƌt aŶd listeŶ to a good oƌal aƌguŵeŶt, aĐtuallǇ, ďǇ the 

ǁaǇ, Ǉou ĐaŶ leaƌŶ a lot fƌoŵ ďad oƌal aƌguŵeŶts too. You leaƌŶ fƌoŵ otheƌ people͛s ŵistakes ďefoƌe 

Ǉou ŵake theŵ. If Ǉou aƌeŶ͛t aďle to do that, I thiŶk listeŶ, although I doŶ͛t ofteŶ saǇ this, listeŶ to 

politiĐiaŶs speakiŶg ďeĐause theǇ aƌe ǀeƌǇ good at gettiŶg theiƌ poiŶt aĐƌoss. Theiƌ poiŶt ŵaǇ Ŷot 

ŶeĐessaƌilǇ ďe a good oŶe, ďut theǇ aƌe good at gettiŶg theiƌ poiŶts aĐƌoss aŶd iŶdeed aŶǇďodǇ else 

ǁho is aďle to ŵake a speeĐh. PolitiĐiaŶs do that, pƌiŵe ŵiŶisteƌs do that, pƌesideŶts do that. I͛ŵ 

Ŷot askiŶg Ǉou to agƌee ǁith ǁhat theǇ saǇ, ďut just ǁith theiƌ teĐhŶiƋue. 

 

What ĐaŶ studeŶts do to learŶ ďetter oral adǀoĐaĐy skills? 

 

We aƌe talkiŶg iŶ a ĐoŶteǆt of EŶglish. If Ǉou doŶ͛t thiŶk that Ǉouƌ EŶglish is good eŶough, ǀeƌǇ ofteŶ 

it is good eŶough, it s͛ just a ŵatteƌ of ĐoŶfideŶĐe, the ďest ǁaǇ of hoŶiŶg Ǉouƌ skills is to fiŶd a 

gƌoup of fƌieŶds oŶ ǁhoŵ Ǉou ĐaŶ pƌaĐtise ďeĐause if Ǉou doŶ͛t pƌaĐtise it, Ǉou͛ll Ŷeǀeƌ ďe good at 

it. AŶd if Ǉou doŶ͛t pƌaĐtise it, the ŵoƌe Ŷeƌǀous Ǉou͛ƌe goiŶg to ďe iŶ speakiŶg iŶ puďliĐ. OŶĐe Ǉou 

speak iŶ puďliĐ aŶd Ǉou͛ƌe Đoŵfoƌtaďle ǁith it, theŶ theƌe͛s ƌeallǇ Ŷo goiŶg ďaĐk aŶd Ǉou͛ǀe 

ŵasteƌed it ďeĐause the ŵoƌe Ǉou speak, the ŵoƌe Ǉou aƌe ƌelaǆed. The ŵoƌe ƌelaǆed Ǉou aƌe, the 

ŵoƌe Ǉou aƌe aďle to eŶgage iŶ a ĐoŶǀeƌsatioŶ ǁith Ǉouƌ audieŶĐe aŶd the easieƌ it ďeĐoŵes to get 

Ǉouƌ poiŶt aĐƌoss, ǁhiĐh, afteƌ all, is the poiŶt of speakiŶg oƌ oƌal adǀoĐaĐǇ.  

 

What are the ŵaiŶ ĐhalleŶges that ŶoǀiĐe laǁyers eŶĐouŶter ǁheŶ eŶgagiŶg iŶ oral adǀoĐaĐy iŶ 

Đourt? 

 

The gƌeatest ĐhalleŶge iŶ teƌŵs of speakiŶg is Ǉouƌself, aŶd ďǇ ǁhiĐh I ŵeaŶ eǀeƌǇďodǇ ǁho has to 

speak out is Ŷeƌǀous. I͛ǀe ďeeŶ speakiŶg iŶ puďliĐ foƌ ŵaŶǇ Ǉeaƌs Ŷoǁ as a ďaƌƌisteƌ aŶd as a judge, 

aŶd at Ŷo poiŶt aŵ I Ŷot Ŷeƌǀous. The seĐƌet is to do tǁo thiŶgs. The fiƌst is to sloǁ doǁŶ. The 

seĐoŶd is to pƌeteŶd that at least Ǉouƌ audieŶĐe doesŶ͛t ƌealize that Ǉou aƌe Ŷeƌǀous. Noǁ, iŶ oƌdeƌ 

to get aƌouŶd that, ďeĐause ŵost people ǁould saǇ, ͚Well, that s͛ easieƌ said thaŶ doŶe ,͛ I thiŶk the 

keǇ to it is ĐoŶĐeŶtƌatioŶ. DoŶ͛t ďe distƌaĐted ďǇ ǁhat is aƌouŶd Ǉou. If Ǉou aƌe Ŷeƌǀous, Ǉou aƌe 
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ŵoƌe likelǇ to ďe distƌaĐted ďǇ ŵaŶǇ thiŶgs ǁhiĐh oĐĐuƌ at the ďaĐkgƌouŶd oƌ to the side, aŶd so oŶ. 

CoŶĐeŶtƌate aŶd I guaƌaŶtee ŶothiŶg ǁill go ǁƌoŶg.  


