
PROFESSOR ANSELMO REYES 1 : ADVICE ON LEGAL WRITING 

 

 

T a s ipt 

What akes good legal riti g i  E glish i  a ade i  setti gs? 

 

I thi k, I fi d ost a essi le, legal iti g that ide tifies, at the e  egi i g, hat e a tl  the 

autho , the la e , the judge is t i g to esol e, is t i g to a s e : hat a e the uestio s, the 

issues that a e ei g posed a d that a e goi g to e a s e ed i  the iti g? So that eeds to e 

ide tified at the outset a d the  ea h issue is s ste ati all  ta kled i  the ou se of the iti g.  

 

Ho  e a tl  a  issue eeds to e ta kled depe ds. If it s a legal a gu e t, t pi all , hat I 

e o e d to stude ts, to othe  judges, is that the ite  states hat a e the losi g side s poi ts o  

the othe  side s poi ts a d hat a e the fla s i  the othe  side s poi ts. You take the st o gest poi t 

ade  the othe  side a d the  ou ide tif  the fla s. Take the e t est poi t, ide tif  the fla s 

u til ou e haust the poi ts. A d the  ou o e to ou  o lusio  o  that issue. Mo e o  to the 

e t issue, a d espo d i  e a tl  the sa e a . 

 

As a la  professor, hat are you looki g for i  the riti g that you read? 

 

Cla it , su i t ess, si pli it  ut ot o e  si plisti , f a k ess, ealis , ho est . 

 

If ou e goi g to pe suade i  iti g o  i  spee h, ou e got to e i te esti g, ou e got to thi k 

of a s i  hi h to do it ithout ei g too o pli ated, so that people a  follo  hat ou e 

sa i g. 

 

What are the ai  halle ges of legal riti g a d ho  a  they e o er o e? 

 

The halle ge is it s a tuall  o e diffi ult to e sho t tha  to e lo g. So i  o de  to e sho t, ou 

ha e to thi k a out hat it is ou e goi g to sa . You ha e to thi k a out hat a e the eal issues of 

the ase. Not the hu d ed i i-issues, su -issues, ut the t o o  th ee p i ipal issues, a d ost 

thi gs a e just a out t o o  th ee ke  issues, a d a e su -issues. Ide tif  the ke  issues. That s 

a  a t, ot e essa il  s ie e. A d the  deal ith the  su i tl , effi ie tl , ut i  a a  that is 

edi le, pe suasi el . 



 

PROFESSOR ANSELMO REYES 1 : ADVICE ON LEGAL WRITING T a s ipt 

 

What ad i e do you ha e for stude ts ho are lear i g legal riti g i  E glish? 

 

I thi k the o je t is to ide tif  the ke  issues. State the ke  issues at the e  egi i g a d the  

deal ith the issues. Appl  the la  to the fa ts: ide tif  the la  appli a le to the issue ide tified 

a d the  appl  the la  to the fa ts. A d that a  e ui e so e g appli g ith the fa ts, so e 

atte pt to ha a te ize the fa ts, a d lead to so e o lusio . So it s ot e ough to sa , This is a  

issue, a d the la  a  e this o  the la  a  e that . That does t help a o e. This is the issue. 

The la  o  this is that. The la  a  e o s u e o  e tai  poi ts. Appl i g the la  to the fa ts, o e 

o es to this o lusio . 

 

Be ause of the o s u it , o e a t o e hu d ed pe  e t e su e, ut f o  the ase la , f o  

a ade i  iti g, the est poi t of ie  is that this is the a tual a  of esol i g that o s u it  ith 

this esult. So o  the ala e of p o a ilit , the ou t ill go this pa ti ula  a . That so t of eat 

e positio  of the la  f o  ide tifi atio  of the issues, ide tifi atio  of the la  appli a le to the 

issues, appli atio  of that la  to the fa ts, a d a i i g at so e o lusio  o  that issue efo e 

o i g o  to the e t issue a d deali g ith it i  the sa e a . That, I thi k, is the est a  to 

app oa h legal iti g. 


