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T a s ipt 

What do you ha e to say a out est pra ti es in legal riting?  

 

O e thi g I t  to do a d do ’t al a s su eed, ut I al a s e o e d it as est p a ti e, is to 

ha e a good pla  of the essa . T  to o k out hat eeds to e add essed a d ho  deep ou eed 

to go i to the a al sis.  

 

I thi k i  te s of a tual iti g st le, the sho te  ou  se te es the ette . I  fa t, the sho te  

ou  o k o all  the ette . People o all  like to thi k, a d this applies ight up to p ofesso s, 

that the o e o ds the  sa  the ette  the  a  sa  thi gs. 

 

I ould sa  the othe  thi g that I eall  p ize is st u tu e: ha i g a good st u tu e a d ha i g a 

st u tu e hi h has a pu pose, hi h is to a s e  the uestio . 

 

Ca  ou i  a ouple of se te es tell so e od  hat ou  a s e  as to ou  essa ? If ou a ’t do 

that, ou p o a l  ha e ’t got a lea  a s e  to ou  essa . You eed to k o  hat ou a t to sa  

efo e ou a  sa  it. 

 

What ad i e do you ha e for students a out adopting a produ ti e pro ess? 

 

I thi k it’s lea  e e o e’s got thei  o  st le a d I thi k stude ts eed to o o  ideas f o  othe  

people. Fo  so e people, e tai  te h i ues o k. M  hild e , fo  e a ple, at s hool lea  to do 

i d aps. It o ks fo  the . But he  I as ou g, e e e  hea d of a i d ap. We hea d of 

pla s. That o ks fo  e. But I thi k the ost i po ta t thi gs a e to thi k a out hat the fi al 

p odu t should look like. The fi al p odu t should e ha i g a lea  essage. It should e o th 

eadi g. It should ha e a  a gu e t that’s a ked up ith e ide e. It should e lea l  itte . It 

should e eas  fo  the pe so  to follo  the st u tu e. A d so, t  to thi k ho  ou a  uild those 

thi gs i . T  to sho  that ou’ e o  top of the su je t, that ou k o  the ate ials, that ou k o  

the a gu e ts. T  to gi e the eade  the o fide e i  ou  a ilit  a d that’s he e I thi k eadi g 

a ou d the su je t eall  sho s. Stude ts ofte  thi k that, ou k o , eadi g the te t ook’s 

e ough a d the  do ’t a t to ead the ases. I  ealit , the  a t to ead the ase head ote, o  
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the  a t to ot ead the jou al a ti les. But the t uth is, ou see that he  ou’ e do e that, 

ou  u de sta di g e o es so u h o e deepe  a d lea e , a d that the  o es th ough i  

ou  iti g. 


